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REBA JOINS 
THE GRAND 
OLE OPRY 


KReKKKK KKK KK 


@ REBA McEntire has been 2,447,435 people attended, 18% 
named the newest member of the UP 0n 1984. The newest Opryland 
Grand Ole Opry during the TV addition, the paddlewheel 

taping of a spectacular honouring Showboat, ‘General Jackson’, 
the Opry’s Sixtieth Birthday. attracted over 200,000 customers 
Longtime king of country music, _in its first four months of 

Roy Acuff, has also returned tothe 9Peration. 

Opry following a bout of ill health. © the Country Hall Of Fame 


Museum has two new exhibits, a 
multi-media show on the life and 
career of Willie Nelson, which 


THE EIGHTIES 
— SO FAR. 


@ THE eighties have probably @ It would be difficult to reach any 
seen the most dramatic changes in conclusions on any of these 
country tastes since the recording _ questions without analysing the 
industry first took notice of the American Billboard country charts, 
genre more than sixty years ago. _so that’s exactly what Pete Smith’s 
You just have to look at the kind of been doing in recent weeks. Taking 
material now being issued by in the albums and singles charts 
Kenny Rogers, Dolly Partonand —_ from January 1980 to December 
some of the last recordings ofthe 1985, half a decade, Pete’s been 
late Marty Robbins. So, where is giving points for chart placings and 
our music going? adding a weighting for chart- 
toppers and length of time in the 
@ Who are these people who are _—_ chart. Putting all of his researching 
exerting such a radical influence together, he conjures the following 
upon ‘our’ music? And are ‘they’as popularity charts for the first half of 
influential as they think? the eighties. 


@ Opryland celebrated its best 
season ever during 1985. 


TOP TEN GUYS TOP TEN GIRLS 
SINGLES SINGLES 
1) Ronnie Milsap 1) Crystal Gayle 
2) Conway Twitty 2) Janie Fricke 
3) Merle Haggard 3) Barbara Mandrell 
4) Hank Williams Jr. 4) Anne Murray 
5) Don Williams 5) Reba McEntire/Dolly Parton 
6) Ricky Skaggs 7) Charly McClain 
7) Charley Pride 8) Sylvia 
8) Eddie Rabbitt 9) Rosanne Cash 
9) T G Sheppard 10) Juice Newton 
10) Kenny Rogers 
ALBUMS 
ALBUMS 1) Anne Murray 
1) Willie Nelson 2) Crystal Gayle 
2) Hank Williams Jr. 3) Juice Newton 
3) Kenny Rogers 4) Emmylou Harris 
4) Eddie Rabbitt 5) Rosanne Cash 
5) Ricky Skaggs 6) Dolly Parton 
6) Waylon Jennings 7) Sylvia 
7) George Strait 8) Janie Fricke 
8) John Conlee/Ronnie Milsap 9) Barbara Mandrell 
10) Don Williams 10) Tammy Wynette 
TOP FIVE DUOS TOP FIVE GROUPS 
SINGLES SINGLES 
1) Bellamy Brothers 1) Alabama 
2) Judds 2) Oak Ridge Boys 
3) Kendalls 3) Statler Brothers 
4) Kenny Rogers & Dolly Parton 4) Exile 
5) David Frizzell & Shelley West 5) Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
ALBUMS ALBUMS 
1) Willie Nelson & Merle Haggard 1) Alabama 
2) Kendalls 2) Oak Ridge Boys 
3) Bellamy Brothers/ 3) Statler Brothers 
David Frizzell & Shelley West 4) Exile 
5) dudds 5) Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP - JANUARY 1986 


* The words that go 
the music 


@ WELCOME to 1986, where the British 
Country Event Calendar again looks mighty full, 
certainly on the festival front. 

The major attractions (on paper at least) seem 
better than ever. However, with recession still 
keeping a tight hold, it’s very likely that many will 
be extremely lucky to draw ‘customers’ in 
sufficient numbers to avoid financial suicide, 
unless they have massive sponsorship or 
organisers get their promotions machine in gear 
and let the people know. Last year again, we 
heard ‘retrospectively’ of many a, quite large and 
apparently attractive ‘Party’ that failed because 
of little or no advertising. If no one sends out 
invitations, no-one will come (will they)? 


wretkkkewewknkwer 


@ On a happier note, C.M.R.U.’s own Annual 
‘House Party’, now in its fourth year, is sure to be 
another big success. With first refusal options for 
last year’s ‘quests’ almost completed, ‘Full House 
& S.R.O.’ signs are certain, so we regret that any 
of last year’s ‘guests’ who have not yet re-booked 
must now go on the strict rotation, open booking 
list. 


opened for a two year run in 
October and ‘The Grand Ole Opry- 
60 Years’, which opens next spring 
for a three year run. The latter is 
the largest, most expensive 
exhibit in the museum's twenty- 
one year history. The focus will be 
on the Opry as a unique 
entertainment institution that is 
both a business and a cultural 
phenomenon. 


@ For your bonus entertainment after you return 
from the Silk Cut Festival, we are delighted to. 
have join us some of the very Best of British 
country entertainers, including, Gerry Ford & 
Gambler, Pinkerton’s Colours, Spill The Beans 
Trio, American Brew, B C & Lainey Duo, Jeff 
Cliffson and Keith Shepherd. Also joining us as 
Special Guest, the effervescent Sandi Hart, who’s 
making a dramatic return to the country music 
scene with a band that everyone’s raving about, 
the Louisiana Hellraisers and there’s more to 
come, plus Cliff Stevens’ Country Music Disco 
who will be waiting in the wings to fill any waking 
hours left. 

Meanwhile Happy New year to everyone and we 
wish Peace and Goodwill to all. 


wkreeekkekekKkkkrk 


We didn’t have a lovely 
time at Bangor, as 
everyone else went to 
Barry Island. 


@ DID you notice our un-deliberate mistake last 
month? Seems our Sub-Editing Department were 


WHEAKKEK 


TOP TEN COUNTRY ACTS 
(ALL CATEGORIES) 


SINGLES celebrating the hols too early and got our geography 
1) Alabama mixed up, moving the Butlin’s Country & Western 
2) Oak Ridge Boys/Ronnie Milsap Showdown event from Barry Island to Bangor. 

4) Conway Twitty 
5) Merle Haggard ® Our apologies go to Butlins and our own superscribe 


Mick Green, who provided the report. 
New Year's Resolution ‘Must Try Harder’. (Egg, what 
egg)? 


6) Crystal Gayle 

7) Hank Williams Jr. 

8) Don Williams © 

9) Ricky Skaggs 
10) Janie Fricke 
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ALBUMS 
1) Willie Nelson 

2) Alabama 

3) Hank Williams Jr. 
4) Kenny Rogers 

5) Oak Ridge Boys 
6) Eddie Rabbitt 

7) Ricky Skaggs 

8) Waylon Jennings 
9) George Strait 
10) Statler Brothers 
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~ TONY BEST LEISURE PROUDLY PRESENTS... 


3 GREAT COUNTRY EVENTS | 


* 


HIS THIRD ALL-STAR COUNTRY MUSIC GALA WEEK 


+ SCARBOROUGH ...... 


Wallis’s Holiday Supercentre 
Sat 17th to Sat 24th May, 86 


CONCERTS — DANCING — SINGALONGS 


THE FABULOUS 


WATERWORLD 


cat PERSO 


a 4 with Featuring the very w Villa op 
Waterfall SUPERMARKET 
Water Slides NEWSAGENTS 
Vater Slides | NEWSAGENT: BEST IN BRITISH 
Super $ PHOTO SHOP : ; 
Mil Beach. “A” (aDNBEREETE COUNTRY MUSIC Tariff for the week — Self Catering 
ane jam SOON Oe WITH COMFORTABLE SELF CATERING Villa or Bungalow £98 plus VAT 
ACCOMMODATION IN VILLAS, BUNGALOWS AND 4 z fine 
Bs SNACK BAR , = 
Suomen TAKE AWAY SEES ae: Done. CORSW ATS ae “ane ree = she misek 
POPE aban cote. Saute OP COME TO THE ALL-STAR WEEK ON THE NORTH YORKSHIRE COAST 
TRADE phic tbe WHERE THE EMPHASIS IS ON THE MUSIC Ear ae : Cage 
STANDS Tat OnE OPTIONAL DAY-TIME COACH EXCURSIONS TO 


PLACES OF INTEREST AND BEAUTY — YORKSHIRE 88 
DALES, HERRIOT COUNTRY, YORK, EMMERDALE FARMetc. =: 


ENTERTAINMENT BY Baa — 
Hickory Lake - lan Ashcroft’s Country Express 
Ken Andrews - Tone Howard - Trubshaw’s Hawaiians COMPETITION TIME 
Tammy Cline & Southern Comfort - Norwood STAR CONCERT 
John Aston - Tony Goodacre - Collier Dixon Line DANCING TO TOP 
Manson Grant & The Dynamos - Ruby Rendall & Cimarron 
Keith Manifold - Jolene & Barry - Johnny Spencer COUNTRY BANDS 
Jeannie Dee Trio - Country Breeze - COUNTRY 
Lazyacre Country Roadshow with Bob Newman & SINGALONGS IN OU 
_ Carole Gordon - Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried 
Warren Reeves & Clarksburg Express - Dave Bryan & UPSTAIRS LOUNGE TALENT N 
Pat & Roger Johns - Phil Wallace & Empty Pockets DANCING TO 1.30 AM ETITIO 


Jim Ryder - Clovis Country Band - Tony Best LATE BARS 


Friday 4th to Sunday 6th July 1986 


Entertainment by Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried. 
Manson Grant & The Dynamos. West Virginia. 
Johnny Marks. Dave Bryan. The Lazyacre 
Country Roadshow featuring Bob Newman & 
Carole Gordon. lan Ashcroft’s Country Express. 


TWO MORE 
OF THE BEST 


INCLUSIVE FULL BOARD 


ALL-STAR COUNTRY iff 
MUSIC WEEKENDS 4% 


at the fabulous 
mm Norbreck 
astie Hotel . 


il BLACKPOOL 


Petstetetatatatatatatetetatetetatetetetetetererererenstoterereletaetsreretscasateretersreretetpretetersteterererereretoretereserersreresarerererstetstetetereters terete 


Friday 11th to Sunday 13th July 86 


Entertainment by The Raymond Froggatt Band. 
Colorado, Tammy Cline & Southern Comfort. 
Warren Reeves & Clarksburg Express. 

The Rod King Duo, The Lazyacre Country 
Roadshow featuring Bob Newman & Carole 
Gordon. !an Ashcroft’s Country Express. 

plus surprise guests and Tony Best. 


BOOKING FORMS AND FURTHER DETAILS OF THESE EVENTS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 
TONY BEST LEISURE, 233 LANCASTER ROAD, HEATH FARM, SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE, SY1 3ND 


BROCHURE AVAILABLE WITH DETAILS OF EIGHT GREAT EVENTS 


@eeees 


SHOPS CLUBS ETC * 
SUPPLIED ON * 
WHOLESALE TERMS fie 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


Nee 


velties 


26 Parkside Avenue, Romford, 
Essex, RM14ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication. 


TERESITA & 
INTERSTATE 65 


would like to Say 

Happy New Year 

to al/ our fans. friends, 
promoters and DJs. from 
Teresita. van Jameson 
(keyboard vocals), Bob 
Davidson (lead guitar-vocals). 


Swampey Marsh (drums) and 


Lenny Clark (bass guitar 
vocals). with special regards to all 
at C.M.R.U 


(0322) 528197 


ACCORDING 
TO LARRY 
DRUMMOND 


@ WELCOME to the first of what! 
hope will be fairly regular columns 
full of news, comment, reviews 
and unconsidered trifles, which 
might otherwise never see the 
light of day. | hope the column will 
be informative, thought and letter 
provoking and will welcome all 
feedback (with the exception of 
solicitors’ letters). 


@ Hasn't country music got itself 
in a rut these days? | suppose the 
last really exciting innovation, if 
you want to call it that, was the 
Outlaw thing in the early to mid 
seventies, which has now sort of 
merged into the background, to be 
replaced by music which is 
homogenised plastic, gutless and 
soulless (with acknowledgements 
to Steve Young for the 
description). 


For example, | personally could 
never understand how the likes of 
Lee Greenwood got to be the CMA 
“Male Vocalist of The Year’ twice 
running, for what does he offer in 
the way of original talent? Nota lot 
in my opinion, but what do you 
think? | think the BCMA members 
made a much better choice 
recently in picking Froggie. 


@ And what of the ladies? The last 
really original talent | heard was 
Marshall Chapman. Her two 
outstanding albums ‘Me I’m 
Feelin’ Free’ and ‘Take It On 
Home’ (the latter released as 
recently as 1982 on Rounder 
Records) should be in every 
dedicated fan's collection. | 
possess literally hundreds of 
albums, but both of these make my 
own top ten and the latter easily 
makes the top five. A word of 
warning though, this brilliant 
singer/songwriter did release two 
other albums ‘Marshall’ and 
‘Jaded Virgin’, which often appear 
on mail order lists and are not 
recommended. Well, not by me 
anyway and Marshall did tell me 
that | (and Radio Tees presenter 
Peter John Bergg, who did a 
feature on her) have excellent 
taste! Can we have her at 
Wembley please, Mr Conn? 
You've never tempted me to part 
with my cash in the past! 


@ Talking about Mail Order lists, 
another album which often 
appears for only about ‘thirty bob’ 


GERRY 
FORD 


is Jack Clement's ‘All! Want To Do 
In Life’ (Elektra). Clement is really 
known as a producer and, to my 
knowledge, this is his only album 
as an artiste. Not to be missed by 
the discerning listener, this album 
almost makes my top ten. 


@ Had an agitated 'phone call 
from Sandi Hart, who has recently 
been working with Scotiand’s 
Louisiana Hellraisers (an 
excellent band she tells me). 
Some so called critic, known to me 
personally and connected, | think, 
with another music publication, 
had told her she would hold the 
band back. What, Sandi wanted to 
know, was my honest opinion? | 
replied, ‘Fertiliser’ (or something 
of that ilk). Really, rubbish like this 
will not do. The factis that, good as 
the band may be, they are almost 
totally unknown at the moment. 
Sandi, on the other hand, is 
exceedingly well known and can 
introduce them to a wider 
audience more quickly than they 
could ever do on their own. For the 
time being, it seems like the best 
arrangement for all concerned if 
they stick together. Welcome back 
to country music Sandi. 


@ Nice to see Mick Green giving 
Pinkerton’s Colours another good 
write up in last month’s review of 
Butlin’s. In a recent interview/ 
feature, the band gave me much of 
the credit (or should that be 
blame) for getting them onto the 
country circuit. | have watched 
their progress very carefully and 
the critical reaction to them. | think 
we can safely say that they've 
made the transition, as | always 
knew they would. The reason? 
They have genuine talent and are 
professional in every sense of the 
word. 


@ | was also pleased to see 
another past protege, (if he 
doesn’t mind me calling him that- 
tough ifhe does), Bob McKinlay, in 
among the final nominations for 
the BCMA Awards this year. The 
Same remarks apply as to 
Pinkerton’s. Nice one, Bob. Maybe 
next year, the number one spot. 


@ Sad to see the Cowboy and 
Indian/Country Music fan 
argument raising its 'orrible head 
again in the last couple of issues of 
the paper. 

Let's hear no more on this 
ridiculous subject or, come to that, 
on any other subject from my pen 
this month, except to wish each 
and every one of you all the very 
best for 1986 (even Brian Ahern, 
Dave Hendry and George Mills). 


BEST 
WISHES 
FOR 


1986 
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@ Beauty and the Boys. Jimmy Ibbotson and Jimmie Fadden of the Nitty Gritty Dirt 


Band, pictured here with Emmylou 


Harris during their performance of the special 


Warner Bros. episode of ‘Nashville Now’, when the Dirt Band were the hosts. 


@ Warner Bros. Sisters. The Forester Sisters pictured here during their recent 


perfomance on ‘Nashville Now’. 


SAVE MONEY 


For all your req 


MAKE MONEY 


uirements in producing 


a professional album Cassette. 


¢ ) RAINHILL TAPE SPECIALISTS ¢ ) 


Including inlay cards (single & full colour) and side labels. 


31 ECCLESTON STREET. PRESCOT. MERSEYSIDE. 


L34 50A 


Telephone 051-430 9001 


HICKORY LAKE 


THE BAND vic-tinpsey-aNDY-GRAHAM-RAY 


WISH EVERYBODY IN THE WORLD 
(AND ANYONE ELSE WHO KNOWS US) 


BEST WISHES FOR 


1986 


A ROCKABILLY 
HOMECOMING 


@ COUNTRY veterans Carl 
Perkins, Jerry Lee Lewis, Roy 
Orbison and Johnny Cash 
harmonize in Memphis, where the 
quartet has completed a new 
album project with producer Chips 
Moman. 


@ The sessions were taped by 
Dick Clark Productions for a future 
TV special. 


@ Johnny Cash, Kris Kristofferson 
and Ed Bruce will star in ‘The Last 
Days Of Frank And Jesse James’, 
now filming around Nashville. The 
show will air on NBC-TV this year. 
The film tells of events in the 
legendary bandits’ lives during the 
1880s, when they lived in the 
Nashville area and tried to go 
legit. 


Kee KKK 


@ Sweethearts Of The Rodeo, 
newly signed to Columbia, won the 
fourth annual Wrangler Country 
Showdown, winning forty regional 
contests and a prize of $50,000. 


@ Signings:- 

Rodney Crowell, Marty Stuart to 
Columbia; Tom Wopat, Dobie 
Gray, J D Martin, Osmond 
Brothers, New Grass Revival to 
Capitol/EMI; Ronnie McDowell, 
Kendalls, Steve Earle, Tommy 
Roe, Dennis Robbins, Vega 
Brothers, Patty Loveless, Albert 
Lee and Karen Stanley to MCA; 
Michael Johnson, Eddie Rabbitt, 
Pake McEntire (Reba’s brother) to 


‘RCA; Danny Darst, Sonny 


Throckmorton, Jill Hollier, Jenny 
Yates, Southbound, Dwight 
Yoakam, Mark O'Connor and 
Michael Murphey to Warner Bros.; 
Merle’s son Marty Haggard to 
MTM. 


Ker KK eK 
“COUNTRY TEMPO’ 


@ KELVIN Henderson's ‘Country 
Tempo’ country music programme 
will return to BBC Radio Bristol in 
January. However, make a note of 
the different time. The programme 
will now go out on Tuesday 
evenings between 6-7 pm. 


Wee K Ke 


WORDSEARCH 
WINNER 


The winner of our Wordsearch 
anagram competition, in the 
November edition was: 

Mr Brian Tizard, 12 Heather Close, 
Totton, Hants. 

Mr Tizard wins an album of the 
Editor’s choice. 


Www www 


ENQUIRIES: MANAGEMENT 


(0279) 39407 


RECORD 
COMPANIES 


JOIN FORCES TO 
PROMOTE IN ‘86. 


@ ACCORDING to sources, in 
March 1986, major UK record 
companies will, for the first time, 
unite in a concentrated effort to 
promote country music? 


campaign, as well as nominating 
two artistes whose product will be 


ees - highlighted. 
participation by CBS/Epic, EMI, 


MCA, RCA and WEA, all co- 
ordinated by the Country Music 
Association's London office. 


@ The acts selected for the 
campaign are:- 

CBS/Epic - Rosanne Cash, Exile; . 
EMI - Don Williams, Sawyer 

Brown; MCA - The Oak Ridge 

Boys, George Strait; 

RCA - Alabama, The Judds; 

WEA - Gary Morris, Hank Williams Jr. 


@ Acompilation album, featuring 
tracks by each of these artistes, is to 
be made available for promotional 
use in early 1986 and hopes are 


® Marketing directors of the 
record companies have had a 
series of meetings since the CMA 
sponsored MORI poll in 1984 
declared the great potential of 
country music in the UK and have 
decided that the best strategy will 
be to combine their resources. 


@ Thenew marketing campaign, 
carrying the title ‘Discover The New 
Country’, will contain active 


ARTISTES’ FACTS SHEET 


ALABAMA 


@ FOUR member group (Randy Owen, Teddy Gentry, 
Jeff Cook and Mark Herndon), which recently passed a 
milestone by scoring more consecutive number one 
hits (17) than any musical act. They’ve been just as 
successful with awards, receiving accolades from the 
Country Music Association (Entertainer 1982-84; Vocal 
Group 1981-83; Instrumental Group 1981-82; Album 
1983), the Academy Of Country Music (Entertainer 
1981-84; Vocal Group 1981-84; Album 1982-84), 
Grammy Awards in 1982 and 1983, among numerous 
other trade and public awards. Their energetic, rock 
influenced performances have won Alabama fans from 
all age groups. 


ROSANNE CASH 


@ The daughter of living legend Johnny Cash, singer/ 
songwriter Rosanne Cash has secured her own niche 
in Nashville’s progressive country scene. She is 
married to Rodney Crowell, much sought after singer/ 
songwriter/record producer, who is responsible for her 
record product. Commencing her record career in the 
late 1970s, Rosanne made her pop breakthrough with 
‘Seven Year Ache’ and has been nominated for CMA, 
ACM and Grammy Awards. She recently taped the Carl 
Perkins TV Special in Britain, alongside such as 
George Harrison, Eric Clapton; Dave Edmunds and 
Ringo Starr (to be transmitted by Channel Four on New 
Year’s Day). 


EXILE 


® Originally launched as a pop group, who scored with 
the chart topping ‘Kiss You All Over’ in 1978, Exile 
(comprising members J P Pennington, Sonny LeMaire, 
Les Taylor, Steve Goetsman and Marlon Hargis) is now 
regarded as country music’s newcomer supergroup, 
with award nominations flowing from both trade and 
consumer sources. Besides scoring with a succession of 
number one hits, including ‘Give me One More Chance’, 
individual members of the group are responsible for 
writing hits for both country and pop entertainers, 
including Alabama, Kenny Rogers, Juice Newton and 
Sheena Easton. They are set to make their British 
concert debut at the 1986 Silk Cut Festival, Wembley. 


THE JUDDS 


@ Inamere two years the mother and daughter team of 
Naomi and Wynonna Judd has risen from total obscurity 
to top of the tree success, scoring four number one hits 
(out of five singles released) and three CMA Awards 
(Horizon 1984, Vocal Group and Single 1985). They've 
also won a 1985 Grammy and two Music City News 
(consumer) Awards for their talents, which take in highly 
distinctive vocal harmonies and sparkling personalities, 
set in music drawn from the diverse areas of their 
Kentucky bluegrass heritage and urban pop. The Judds 
made their initial entry into the international market with a 
visit to Europe during November. 


GARY MORRIS 


@ One of the finest and perhaps purest voices in 
contemporary country music, Texas born Gary Morris 
displayed his versatility in 1984 by venturing into New 
York, taking the lead and drawing rave reviews in the 
Broadway production of the opera ‘La Boheme’, which 
also starred Linda Ronstadt. This has led to regular 
casting in the forthcoming TV soap-opera ‘Dynasty II: 
The Colbys’. On the record front, Gary has been scoring 
high chart placings since 1979, (after his days of leading 
a country rock band) one of his hits being the original 
version of the much awarded ‘Wind Beneath My 
Wings’. 


Each company is to be responsible 
for specific marketing and 
merchandising areas of the 


high that a number of the acts will be 
able to visit Britain for promotional 
purposes. 


THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 


@ Since debuting in country music (from a gospel 
background) in 1977, the Oak Ridge Boys (comprising 
Duane Allen, Joe Bonsall, William Lee Golden and 
Richard Sterban) have maintained a succession of 
chart toppers, as well as achieving the pop 
breakthrough with the multi-million selling ‘Elvira’ and 
‘Bobbie Sue’. Their albums achieve Gold status (and 
some platinum/double platinum), while the group and 
their band have won prestigious awards from the 
Country Music Association and the Academy of Country 
Music among other sources, as well as a 1981 Grammy. 
They've visited Europe on a number of occasions and 
were last seen here in May 1985 as a headlining act at 
the opening ceremonies of the Acropolis in Nice, 
France. 


SAWYER BROWN 


@ One of the newest groups on the US country scene, 
Sawyer Brown (comprising Mark Miller, Bobby Randall, 
Gregg Hubbard, Jim Scholten and Joe Smyth), shot to 
nationwide prominence as ‘Best New Star Group’ on 
TV's ‘Star Search’ talent show earlier this year. This 
immediately led on to a recording deal with Capitol 
Records, chart action and touring with superstars 
Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton. The winners of the 
1985 CMA Horizon Award (signifying substantial 
career growth for a new act), Sawyer Brown are 
attracting a lot of young people to country music, with 
flamboyant stage performances that are built on 


freewheeling exuberance. 


GEORGE STRAIT 


@ Texas born George Strait burst onto the US country 


scene in 1981 with ‘Unwound’ and during the past four 
years, has chalked up eight number one hits. He is one 


of the new breed of country entertainers to present 


traditional styled music in contemporary surroundings 
(George’s music being born out of the Texas strains of 
western swing) and is fast winning over youth 
audiences keen to seek out, and support, ‘alternative’ 
music genres. In 1984 he won his first major award as 
ACM's ‘Top Male Vocalist’ and, this year, collected the 
‘Male Vocalist’ and ‘Album Of The Year’ accolades 
from the Country Music Association. 


DON WILLIAMS 


@ Well established in Britain as one of Nashville’s most 
successful entertainers and concert attractions (with a 
stack of British Gold and Platinum discs, as well as pop 
chart success, to his credit), Don Williams now 
commences a new career phase with his singing to EMI/ 
Capitol Records. Besides his considerable music 
achievements, Don-has broadened his audience, 
followed by appearing in two Burt Reynolds’ movies. 
One of the quietest men in country music, who lets his 
music speak for itself, he has been named CMA ‘Male 
Vocalist Of The Year’, as well as picking up specific 
single and album accolades. 


HANK WILLIAMS JR. 


@ The son of country music’s most legendary figure 
(Hank Williams, the ‘father of modern country music’), 
Hank Jr. finally won out in his own right after struggling for 
some twenty years in the shadow of his famous father. It 
was working with such Southern musicians as Charlie 
Daniels and members of the Marshall Tucker Band 
which gained him an audience that stretched across the 
board from diehard country fanatics to hardcore rock 
devotees. With countless hit singles to his credit, Hank 
Jr. holds the distinction of having the most albums (eight) 
in the charts at the same time. His incredible story was 
told in the biography ‘Living Proof’, subsequently made 
into a TV movie. 


RECORD INDUSTRY 
COMMENTS ON 
DISCOVER THE 
NEW COUNTRY’ 
CAMPAIGN 


@ TWO months ago, a record 
company spokesman told C.M.R.U. 
that the country scene in Britain was 
a joke, particularly the Gallup Chart 
situation. However, whilst at that 
time no one was prepared to go on 
record, it seems that things are 
changing, with confident statements 
being issued from all the major 
company representatives involved! 
So, maybe things are picking up and 
country music is coming out of the 
closet in Britain after all. We'll keep 
you posted!!! 


@ ‘We are tremendously excited 
that the majors have come together 
to promote country music’, says 
Cynthia Leu, the CMA’s European 
Manager. ‘The teenage record 
market is declining and the record 
companies are now looking 
seriously at the over twenty-five age 
market, which traditionally is more 
receptive towards country music. 
By pooling the resources and 
energies of the major companies, 
country music’s share of the market 
will increase and everyone will 
benefit’. 


@ The Country Music Association 
is currently reviewing offers of 
sponsorship for the ‘Discover The 
New Country’ campaign. 


PAUL CONROY, WEA RECORDS: 

‘WEA are absolutely delighted to be 
associated with the forthcoming 
industry country music campaign. Our 
associated labels have some of 
America’s premier artistes, including 
Hank Williams Jr., John Anderson, 
Gary Morris and Emmylou Harris. Such 
country artistes have been neglected 
by both the public and the media in the 
UK and this campaign will, hopefully, 
give them much deserved attention and 
subsequently increase record sales. 
Country music is capable of capturing 
widespread appeal and we will be 
lending our full support to this 
challenging campaign.’ 

@ Don Williams 
DAVID HUGHES, EMI RECORDS: 

‘This campaign will finally explode the 
myths that continue to surround 
country and open it out as music to 
appeal to all tastes and all ages. 
Country music, as a phrase, is loaded 
with preconceived conceptions. To 
promote it in Britain in the way 
proposed will stimulate interest in 
people who have actively avoided the 
music before. All the artistes selected 
for the campaign have immense and 
widespread potential. With EMI/ 
Capitol specifically, Sawyer Brown are 
a young band with a fresh sound and 
looks. Don Williams is already a 
superstar, who crosses all musical 
barriers.’ 


ALAN PHILLIPS, CBS RECORDS: 

‘For the first time the industry majors 
are joining together in a concentrated 
effort to tap the enormous potential of 
country music in the UK. The CBS label 
is proud to play its part in this 


@ Hank Williams Jr. 


SECOND SET OF 
“COUNTRY STORE’ 
ALBUMS 


@ FOLLOWING the successful 
launch of its ‘Country Store’ series 
in late July last year, Starblend 
Records’ second batch in the 
series again brings together a 
cross section of the music’s 
biggest names. Featured are 
Johnny Cash. Janie Fricke, Jim 


@ The Judds 


Glaser. Merle Haggard, George 
Jones, Loretta Lynn, The Statlers, 
Mel Tillis and Hank Williams Jr. 


@ Each artiste has their own 
album and, as with the debut 
‘Country Store’ releases, a 
number of the tracks were hithertc 
unreleased in Britain. The Jim 
Glaser album marks Starblend’s 
first direct licencing deal witha US 
record label - this being with 
Noble Vision Records for the 
artiste’s ‘Past The Point Of No 
Return’ collection, still currently in 
the US Country Album Charts. 


campaign to overcome the ‘it’s not 
right for our market’ attitude that has 
limited the acceptance of country 
music so far.’ 


GREG ROGERS, RCA RECORDS, 
EUROPE: 

‘Itis a significant milestone in the 
worldwide development of country 
music when the major record 
companies in the British industry join 
together to focus their co-operative 
efforts to promote country music. This 
unique campaign represents an 
exciting and innovative approach in the 
presentation of a previously under- 
exposed musical genre. As a full line 
record company, we recognise our 
responsibility in developing music, 
shown by market research to have 
great potential and it seems 
particularly appropriate to concentrate 
on music which can trace its roots back 
to the UK.’ 


JERRY TURNER, EPIC RECORDS 

‘The role of marketing in our business 
is to develop, explore and expand new 
horizons for our artistes and their 
music. The industry country music 
campaign is a part of this process 
which Epic Records fully and actively 
supports.’ 


Also, from former Marketing Director 
at MCA RECORDS, JOHN COKELL: 


‘The MORI research is much too 
conclusive to be ignored. Each of us 
has had evidence of the size of the 
market for country music once the 
necessary exposure for an artiste is 
secured. This industry campaign is 
country music’s best shot yet in the 
UK!’ 


KINGSLEY GRIMBLE, RECORD 
MERCHANDISERS: 

‘It is widely acknowledged, and 
research shows, that country is one of 
the most under—exploited areas of the 
entire music market. It is encouraging 
to see the industry working together to 
organise this campaign. There is a host 
of talented artistes waiting to be 
discovered by the British public and 
concerted action by record companies 
and retailers together will help country 
music achieve its rightful sales 
potential.’ 


Starblend’s Christmas album 
‘Christmas At The Country Store’, 
was a value for money, eighteen 
track various artistes compilation 
of both top country/pop artistes 
and new names on the 
contemporary scene. 


The impressive collection displays 
talents of Glen Campbell, Tammy 
Wynette, Elvis Presley, Johnny 
Cash, Alabama, Willie Nelson, 
Charley Pride, Louise Mandrell, 
George Jones, Anne Murray, Jim 
Reeves, Merle Haggard, Dolly 
Parton, Slim Whitman, Chet 
Atkins, The Judds, Earl Thomas 
Conley and Marty Robbins and is 
well worth seeking out for your 
collection. 


@ As with the first releases in the 
‘Country Store’ series, the new 
albums are backed by television 
advertising in specific regional 
areas and are available on album 
and cassette at £3.99 rrp. 


Distribution is by PRT to record 
stores and multiples. 


ARTISTES ON THE MOVE 


Lew DeWitt and John Conlee to Buddy 
Lee Attractions; Gary Morris, Sylvia 
and Keith Stegall to the William 
Morris Agency; George Strait to the 
Erv Wolsey Company; David Frizzell 
and Sue Powell to Shorty Lavender 
Talent; Cynthia Clawson and The 
Thrasher Brothers to Headline 
International Talent; Dottie West to 
Jim Halsey Company; The Forester 
Sisters to G Gerald Roy of Stellar 
Entertainment for management; Larry 
Sparks & The Lonesome Ramblers to 
the Dick Shuey Agency. 


@ [Twas just one year ago when Gary 
Morris made history by becoming the 
first country music performer to star 
on the legitimate stage in New York. 
The role in Joseph Papp’s New York 
Shakespeare Festival production of 
the opera ‘La Boheme’ opposite Linda 
Ronstadt garnered him critical 
acclaim and earned him a final 
nomination for a Drama Desk Award 
as ‘Outstanding Actor in a Musical’. 
He continues in that history making 
tradition with his early January debut 


COACHING AVAILABLE 
FROM AREAS SPECIFIED 
(included in price) 

Birmingham, Brighton, 

Ca . Derby, Leicester, 
London, lion, 
Nottingham, Oxtord, Reading. 
Other areas available a 
supplement may be pay: 5 
Please enquire when booking. 
Coaches also available on 


On 


as a continuing character of ABC TV's 
highly acclaimed ‘Dynasty 11-The 
Colbys’ series. Prime time television 
guest appearances aside, this marks 
the first time a country performer has 
held down a recurring role ina 
dramatic television series. Gary will 
portray Wayne Masterson, a blind 
singer with a seeing eyed dog named 
Duke. The part offers a real challenge 
to Gary, who is sighted, and affords 
him the opportunity to perform his own 
music to an audience who may not be 
all that familiar with his talents. If you 
would like to join in with with Betty 
Urbanek and the crew in their special 
promotions of Gary and his new 
ventures, contact her at 607 West 
Church Drive, Suger Land, Texas 
77478. 


@ Sheb Wooley has been cast ina 
co-starring role in ‘Hoosiers’, a 
Hemdale/DeHaven production, 
starring Gene Hackman, Barbara 
Hershey and Dennis Hooper, currently 
filming in Indiana. 


@ Barbara Mandrell returns to the 
active list in the New Year. She is due 
to star in her second made-for- 
television movie in January and 
February, a drama, tentatively titled ‘A 
Question Of Guilt’. Her first concert 
appearance will be 28 February at the 
Universal Amphitheatre in Los 
Angeles. 


@ Hoyt Axton has been back in front of 
the cameras, this time for a starring 
role in an up-coming CBS TV Special 
‘Dallas-The Early Years’, in which he 
portrays Aaron Southworth, ‘Miss 
Ellie’s’ late father. Speaking of the 
gifted Axton’s, ‘Mama Mae’ is set for 
yet another tribute. Coming up on 

10 January 1986 is a very special 
evening at Elvis Presley's Graceland 
mansion. The event is being scheduled 


P 


as a tribute to Mae on the thirtieth 
anniversary of Elvis’ recording of her 
‘Heartbreak Hotel’. Included in these 
festivities will be the unveiling of that 
forty-one inch bronze ‘Journey To 
Graceland’ which we told you about. 


@ Kris Kristofferson is set to star with 
Jane Alexander in an up-coming four 
hour mini-series called ‘Blood And 
Orchids’. 


@ Loretta Lynn, who played to twenty- 
eight straight sold-out houses at 
Harrah’s Headliner Room’ in Reno, will 
take a few weeks off from her hectic 
schedule to rest and prepare material 
for both a solo recording session and a 
new duet album with Conway Twitty, 
both set for early 1986. 


@ Helen Cornelius and husband Jerry 
Garren have sold their Nashville 
Unlimited Booking Agency to former 
partner Wale Barden. Helen is now 
represented by Headline International 
Talent. Nashville Unlimited currently 
represents Little Jimmy Dickens, Tina 
Carol and Nashville Satin, Shotgun 
Red, Jimmy C Newman and Michael 
Twitty. 


@ Congratulations to ‘Mom and Pop’ 
Lewis, of the country/gospel troupe. 
The Lewis family, who celebrated their 


Quick Tour are proud to offer you this special week-end of great music, featuring International, TV 
and Recording Stars of the Sixties and other top artistes, for three days aboard a luxury liner sailing 
from Harwich at 1130 hours on Friday 14th February, 1986 en route to Gothenburg, in luxury 4 berth 
cabins with shower/toilet. (2 or 3 berth cabins available for an additional supplement.) 

Amenities aboard include sauna, cinema showing current films, casino and nightclub/disco until 
3am, restaurant and cafeteria (food and drink not included in the price) and duty free supermarket 
where you Can use your ticket to obtain special offers. 
On arrival in Gothenburg on Saturday, you will disembark for your guided sightseeing and shopping 
tour of the city. On return to the ship a second night of top music and dancing. Sunday. a relaxing 
morning with a music jamboree and the raffle will be drawn with plenty of fabulous prizes. 


FOR THAT 
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sixtieth wedding anniversary on 25 
October. They were married the same 
day as the Opry came on the air in 
1925. Pop still performs on stage with 
the group and Mom sells merchandise 
to the fans and supporters. 


@ Terri Gibbs will soon be doing 
proof-reading of Braille manuscripts, 
including text books and novels. She is 
currently taking a correspondence 
course from the Library of Congress. 
She is already about half way through 
the course. 


@ Gold Albums (RIAA certified) in 
October included Hank Williams Jr.’s 
‘Five-O’ for Warner/Curb, (his sixth) 
and Ronnie Milsap’s fifth for RCA, 
‘Greatest Hits, Vol.2’. 


@ Larry Gatlin & The Gatlin Brothers 
have taped an appearance for the 
United Cerebral Palsey Telethon. John 
Ritter hosts the annual show, set to air 
January 18-19 across the USA. 


@ Carl Perkins, who lives in Jackson, 
TN., sorta mid-way between Nashville 
and Memphis, has announced plans to 
open a nigthclub on famed Beale 
Street in Memphis. Its name? Not 
surprisingly, ‘Blue Suede Shoes 
Saloon’. 
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@ The official 1986 ‘Country 
Calendar’, the only one of its kind on 
the market, is now available from the 
Country Music Foundation Press. 
Send $7.95 plus $2.00 postage/ 
handling to 4 Music Square East, 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203. It is 
distributed to the trade by Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, 383 Madison 
Ave., New York, NY. 10017. 


@ The 1986 country music orientated 
segment of the PBS fund-raising, 
scheduled to air in March, was taped in 
North Little Rock, AR., hosted by Glen 
Campbell and Minnie Pearl. Others 
appearing include Lee Greenwood, 
Tammy Wynette, Ricky Skaggs, 
Ronnie Robbins and Bill Monroe. 


@ The Academy Of Country Music will 
launch a promotional campaign for 
1986 which, according to executive 
director Bill Boyd, is designed to create 
a positive attitude toward ‘America’s 
Music’. Buck Owens retitled ‘Country 
Music’ as ‘American Music’ way back 
there. While there may be a popular 
movement underway to make it 
permanent, we contend it’s the music 
and not the title that makes the real 
difference in how popular it is with the 
public (consumers, aka fans), how the 
records sell and how many concert 
tickets will move. 


@ Don Williams is serious about go- 
carts. So much so that he has entered 
‘Blue Thunder’, a four-cycle machine 
that he helped to design, in the ‘Gold 
Cup Grand Nations’ coming up in 
Columbia, S.C. Don and cart owner/ 
driver Don Allen have entered the 
limited modified class that will find go- 
carts buzzing the half-mile track at 
speeds in excess of 70 mph. Williams 
designed the aero-dynamics of the 
vehicle and is ‘Blue Thunder's sponsor. 


@ Tom T Hall narrates The Nashville 
Network Special ‘The Day Hank 
Williams Died’. The tribute is 
scheduled to air on New Year's Eve, the 
day of Williams’ death in 1953. 
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MAIL ORDER 
MERCHANTS OF 
THEATRICAL AND 
DANCE FABRICS 
AND TRIMMINGS 


For brilliant, flourescent, 
metallic colours 
NETS, LAME'S, SATINS, 
CHIFFONS, SUITINGS, LYCRA’ 
FEATHERS, SEQUINS, 
RHINESTONES, Etc 


Send £1.00 for full sampled set 
of colour cards:- 
NEVILLES TEXTILES 
P.O. Box 87, 29 Stoney Street 
Nottingham NG1 1LR England 


@ Kenny Rogers will host the twenty- 
eighth annual Grammy Awards, which 
will be telecast live on CBS from the 
Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles on 
25 February. Rogers, the winner of two 
Grammies (for ‘Lucille’ and ‘The 
Gambler’) also served as the show's 
host in 1980. 


@ The 100th birthday party for the 
Statue Of Liberty (a four day festival 
next year) will feature entertainment 
by Willie Nelson and Kenny Rogers. 
Plans call for President Reagan to 
unveil the newly restored statue and 
her torch on 3 July. Also entertaining 
will be Lionel Ritchie and Frank 
Sinatra. 


@ William Lee Golden of the Oak 
Ridge Boys has recently signed with 

CA Records as a solo artiste. And, by 
the way, he also became a grandfather 
for the second time recently when 
Marlin C Golden Ii was born to Craig & 
Susan Golden. 


@ Jean Shepard marked the 
completion of her thirtieth year as a 
member of the Grand Ole Opry on 

1 November. 
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SECOND BRITISH 
FESTIVAL OF PEDAL 


STEEL GUITAR 


Jim Silverthorn in association 
with Gerry Hogan. 


@ THIS report was written on a cold, grey day, with the promise of 

even colder, winter weather to come. But, those of us who recently spent the 
weekend at the ‘Second British Festival Of Pedal Steel Guitar’ at Burghclere, Nr. 
Newbury, were fortified sufficiently by the superb playing and the warmth of the 
atmosphere to take whatever the winter had to offer. 


@ This Second Pedal Steel 
Weekend started at 3 pm on the 
Saturday, with a Master Class 
given by the star of the show, 
Buddy Emmons (billed as the 
world’s greatest steel guitarist). 
Buddy was assisted by DeWitt 
‘Scotty’ Scott, the man who runs 
the famous International Steel 
Guitar Convention every year in St. 
Louis. 


In fact, both Buddy and Scotty only 
arrived in the UK just three hours 
before the Master Class began! 


They were originally scheduled to 
fly out of St. Louis on Thursday 
evening but, when packing for the 
trip, realised that both their 
passports had expired! This meant 
a hectic round of ‘phone calls to 
Consulates, followed on Friday by 
a 6.30 am flight to Chicago to 
obtain new passports, finally 
leaving the USA on the Friday 
evening. 


@ The afternoon was spent with 
Buddy answering questions about 
steel playing and demonstrating 
different aspects of playing 
technique. The questions were 
read out by the entertaining Scotty 
and it was soon obvious that 
neither Buddy nor Scotty was going 
to show any sign of twenty-eight 
hours without sleep! Buddy was 
very frank with his answers and 
kept the audience's rapt attention 
for the whole three hours. 

The chat was interspersed by 
musical interludes, some of which 
were tunes requested by the 
audience. 


@ A two hour break enabled the 
audience to tour the trade stands, 
sample some great chilli and get a 
drink. 


@ Scotty opened the evening 
concert on his Rickenbacker ‘Fry 
Pan’ lap steel, playing a variety of 
country and Hawaiian tunes, 
including ‘Remington Ride’ and 
‘Hawaiian Wedding Song’. The 
packed audience responded well to 
his inimitable brand of down-home 
humour and fine playing. 


@ Buddy, (refreshed and wearing 
his famous Derby) took over from 
Scotty with ‘Gonna Build A 
Mountain’, now aclassic in the steel 
guitar world. The self-written, 
oriental-sounding ‘Blue Jade’ 
included a beautiful piano solo from 
Mike Bell. Then Buddy took the 
audience on a remarkable musical 
tour, alternating up-tempo tunes 
(like the banjo breakdown ‘Flinthill 
Special’) with Ray Price shuffles 
(‘The Way To Survive’) and moving 
versions of slow melodies (eg ‘Aura 
Lee’, the tune to which Elvis Presley 
wrote ‘Love Me Tender’). 


@ A light hearted interlude came 
when Scotty rounded up members 
of the audience and steel playing 
guests to make up the vocal backing 
group during Buddy's rendition of 
‘Four-Five Times’, the old Bob Wills 
song. (The Ken Hardly Playboys 
should go far if they just stick 
together)! More vocal breaks came 
from Carole Gordon and Al Barrett. 


Carole scored with two pretty songs 
‘End Of The World’ and ‘Top Of The 
World’. Al's two songs were ‘New 
Moon Over My Shoulder’ and ‘Right 
Or Wrong’. 


@ His delayed arrival meant that 
Buddy had not rehearsed with his 
backing group, but it was not 
apparent as Mike Bell (keyboards), 
Brian Hodgson (bass), Peter Baron 
(drums), Gerry Hogan (guitar) and 
Drew Taylor (fiddle), clearly felt at 
ease with Buddy. They played as 
freely and innovatively as if 
arrangements had gone according 
to plan and the sound system with 
Bob Newman at the mixing desk 
made it sound as if one was listening 
to a well mixed recording. 


@ On Sunday, Wally Whyton 
introduced the first of the British 
steel players, Slim Pickins, then 
came a procession of Brits, Spencer 
Scott, Dave Nash, Micky Byrne, 
Derek Thurlby, Sarah Jory, Melvin 
Duffy, Arthur James (with his wife 
singer Linda), Gus York and Gerry 
West. 


@ Achange in the running order (to 
fill the gap left by three non- 
appearance acts) allowed Dave 
Hayward and Gerry Hogan to team 
up, joined by vocalist Al Barrett, who 
sang Ronnie Milsap’s ‘Busy Making 
Plans’. The rest of the time was filled 
by the fine vocal duo Bob Newman 
and Carole Gordon, aided by Bob 
Pearce (drums) and Gerry Hogan 
(steel). 


@ Throughout the weekend, the 
two sets of extremely competent 
musicians took turns to support the 
various steel guitarists. On 

drums . . Ray Jordan and Bob 
Pearce; Bass . . Dick Baldwin and 
Bernie Taylor; Guitar . . Gerry 
Hogan and Derek Thurlby. 

It was interesting to note that Wally 
stated the players seemed less 
nervous than last year. 


@ There was so much good music 
that it would be difficult to say that 
any one player’s performance was 
more noteworthy than anothers. 
During a brief interview, festival 
organiser Gerry Hogan stated, ‘This 
is not a contest. It is a friendly get- 
together of steel players. The main 
aim is to spotlight the instrument 
and its players and to highlight the 
instrument's potential. You could 
call ita steel player’s Pick-In. Of 
course, players get nervous, 
anyone would when performing in 
front of one’s peers, but that doesn’t 
detract from the ability that’s been 
displayed here by every player’. 


@ Ahigh spot of the weekend was 
when the great Gordon Huntley 
appeared in the Hall and, much to 
the delight of all the steel players 
present, Roy Heap and Alan 
Morgan of the British Steelies 
Society presented him with the 
Society’s Scroll of Honour for 1985, 
an award long overdue to Gordon. 
Unfortunately, Gordon could not be 
persuaded to play that day, but said 
he may well play next year. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP - JANUARY 1986 


@ The evening concert 
commenced with a Manchester 
based Canadian, Bob Taillefer. 
Bob played some great original 
tunes, covering the spectrum of 
musical tastes and also included a 
lovely instrumental version of 
Lionel Ritchie’s ‘Hello’. With his 
own lead guitar (his brother Jon), 
bass player and Bob Pearce on 
drums, his modern steel playing 
was very well appreciated. 


@ The United Steels Of Europe, 
Nils Tuxen, a Dane now living in 
Hamburg and Koos Biel, a 
Dutchman, who brought their own 
keyboard man, bass, lead and 
drums, found the audience really 
responsive. Koos and Nils played 
twin steels, as well as a couple of 
solo tunes each. For one number 
Andre the keyboard man, changed 
over to a steel borrowed from Slim 
Pickins and a wonderful three steel 
tune resulted. With a repertoire 
ranging from ‘Weather Report’ to 
straight country, they certainly 
catered for everyone. 


® Avery short interval was 
followed by an even shorter 
Hawaiian set from Scotty on his ‘Fry 
Pan’. It was unfortunate that his 
time was cut down so drastically. He 
played two songs and an encore 
tune and left the crowd wanting 
more, but the show was running 
very late and there was a surprise 
addition to this second day’s bill. 


@ Originally only able to stay for 
one day, Buddy Emmons managed 
to stay the weekend and agreed to 
play a short spot. But, only fifteen 
minutes of time remained! As it was, 
the show overran by fifty-five 
minutes. Buddy played superbly. 
He had requests he had collected 
during the day and proceeded to 
play them. ‘Danny Boy’ a classic 
Buddy Emmons arrangement from 
his ‘Black’ album and played with 
immense feeling, brought tears to 
many eyes on stage and in the 
audience. 


@ Atthe end of Buddy’s set, DeWitt 
Scott summoned young Melvin 
Duffy on to the stage for Buddy to 
give him the ‘picks’ he had been 
using over the weekend, an honour 
this young man thoroughly 
deserved. 


@ The general feeling was that the 
weekend was a wonderful 
experience for both players and 
fans. The music, the sound, the 
venue, the atmosphere, the helpers, 
the food, all were excellent. Here’s 
to number three, to be held on the 
15th and 16th of November 1986. 


1. DeWitt ‘Scotty’ Scott . 
2. Buddy Emmons signing autographs 
3. Buddy Emmons’ ‘Derby’ 
4. Melvin Duffy - he was given Buddy Emmon’s picks 


5. Gordon Huntley (centre) Alan Morgan and Roy Heap 
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REPRE ECEBEEE EEE EBECEEES EES. 


WITH the thirty-third Anniversary of Hank Williams’ death 
being remembered on New Year’s Day, let’s also remember 
some of the songs associated with him in this month’s 
problem. ‘Alone And Forsaken’ ‘In The Back Of That Cadillac’ 
‘May You Never Be Alone’ with this ‘Rambling Man’ of 
country. Instead, try to find those titles, up or down, 
backwards, forwards or diagonally either way and without 
‘Anything More To Say’ except ‘Everything’s Okay’ when 
you've found them. 


Move It On Over 

The Prodigal Son 

No No Joe 

Moaning The Blues 
Honky Tonk Blues 

WPA Blues 

| Can't Help It 

Crazy Heart 

Just Waiting 
Teardrop.On A Rose 
Lovesick Blues 

Dear John 

Mind Your Own Business 
Crazy Love 

Weary Blues From Waiting 
A House Of Gold 

Tramp On The Street 
Angel Of Death 

No Not Now 

Home In Heaven 


The songs listed are:- 


Your Cheating Heart 
Mansion On The Hill 
Howling At The Moon 
Why Don’t You Love Me 
Lonesome Whistle 
: | Saw The Light 
age Kaw Liga 
Jambalaya 
Window Shopping 
Half As Much 


Pan American 
Wedding Bells 


Lost Highway 

You Win Again 

Hey Good Looking 
Help Me Understand 
Cold Cold Heart 
Honky Tonking 


ASGARD PRESENTS 
1985 C.M.A. AWARD WINNER-ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR 


27 JANUARY DUBLIN STADIUM 
box office, tel: 0001-753371 
28 JANUARY BELFAST NEW VIC 
box office, tel: 0232-243745 
29 JANUARY EDINBURGH PLAYHOUSE 
box office, tel: 031-557 2590 
30 JANUARY MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL 
box office, tel: 061-2245050 
31 JANUARY DERBY ASSEMBLY ROOMS 
box office, tel: 0332-36931 1 
2 FEBRUARY NORWICH THEATRE ROYAL 
box office, tel: 0603-628205 
3 FEBRUARY BRISTOL COLSTON HALL 
box office, tel: 0272-291768 


4 FEBRUARY LONDON ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


Tickets for the Royal Albert Hall are available 
from the box office, tel: 01-589 8212 or credit 
cards 01-589 9465, at £9.00. £7.50, £6.00, 
£4.50, £3.00, also from usual agents. 
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GET AN EAR 


PETE SAYER’S 
DIXIE BLUEBIRDS 
ARE COMING 
YOUR WAY 


@ Arecent Press Release infos the 
Dixie Bluebirds are coming your way. 
Peter Sayer's new band puts the 
accent on strong harmony singing, 
using carefully chosen material from 
the best of contemporary Nashville, 
(gospel, bluegrass, cowboy songs and 
old tyme), backed by guitar, banjo, 
autoharp, dobro, harmonica and great 
modern percussion never before seen 
in this country. 


@ ‘It’s something we think is brand 
new. Ricky Skaggs has, | think, 
opened the door for us to bring our 
audience a much wider appreciation 
of country music, but without 
forgetting the old favourites,’ said 
Pete. 


@ ‘We've neglected country music 
clubs lately and hope to put that right 
in the new Year. 


“3 @ Arecent Press Release from 
EE the organising body infos that 

<= plans are well advanced for next 
SS year’s All British Country Music 
Festival, held over the August 

= Bank Holiday weekend at Worthing 
Pavilion. 
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‘OL OF THIS 


@ ‘We have the traditional Country 
Road Show, good singing, great 
picking and a pretty girl singer in Patty 
Vetta. And, of course, there’s comedy 
with Dennis.’ 


MOVIE ROLL 


@ Itseems that Pete Sayers is back 
with a vengence. He’s appearing in a 
movie ‘The American Way’, a political 
satire on the American Presidential 
system, which stars Dennis Hooper 
and Nigel Pegram. 

Pete plays the part of Tony Manyana 
with his country band, the Tom Cats, an 
all star line up of pickers including 
Brian Golbey, Gerry Hogan, Steve 
Somers, Tex Marsh, Mark Noel- 
Johnson and Kenny Baker. 

‘It went with a bang. We were blown 
up, drenched with water and spent five 
hours crawling about in mud,’ said 
Pete. 

Look for the film at your local cinema in 
the New Year. 


PICKIN’ FOR BBC TV 


= BEGLEY AND 
= FROGGATT TO 
= HEADLINE AT 
= WORTHING 
= FESTIVAL 1986 


@ This is the first time that 
lreland’s country lady Philomena 
Begley and current British country 
sensation Raymond Froggatt have 
appeared at a Worthing Festival. 
This ‘All British Country Music 
Festival’, claimed by its 
organisers to be one of the finest 
country music events in the world, 
has received much good press 
relating to its presentation and 
content over the years. 


@ Announcing the acts Neil 
Coppendale, Festival founder 
States, ‘They're artistes of the 
highest calibre and, together with 
the other twenty or so acts, will 
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@ Sayers and a hand picked group of 
session musicians (again including 
stalwart Brian Golbey) have just put the 
finishing touches to the background 
music of a BBC TV documentary about 
the affects other countries have had on 
the everyday language. It’s titled ‘The 
English Language’. Said Pete, ‘We 
were asked to sing and play American 
folk songs, railroad and cowboy songs. 
Most of the time, all we had to go on 
were some very old archive recordings, 
but we were very pleased with the final 
result.” 

The programme is expected to be 
screened in February. 


comfortably perpetuate the 
Standard and quality that we’ve 
tried to maintain over the years.’ 
Neil adds that he’s been a fan of 
Raymond Froggatt for the last 
twenty years. 


@ Philomena Begley, voted the 
1985 B.C.M.A. ‘Top Female 
Vocalist’, will be accompanied at 
the Festival by Newry’s Bill Conlon 
and Emerald, on Saturday 23 
August. Raymond Froggatt and his 
band will end the Sunday 

(24 August) show. 


@ Series tickets for the Festival BS 
are already on sale. (07917) 62525. 


TOP 30 
ALBUMS CHART 


IMPORT 


PARADE 


Clive Wynes 


TERRY KELLY 

ON THE MOVE 

Gun TKP 8391 
DRIVIN’ TO MEXICO; JEFFERY’S SONG 
(DADDY ON THE ROAD); HE DON'T LOVE 
YOU; THE SWINGER; ROSEVILLE FAIR; 
SWEET HOME ALABAMA; AMERICAN PIE; 
SONG FOR MIRA; SONNY’S DREAM; THE 
BOXER; MARY MACK; CATS IN THE CRADLE; 
FELLER FROM FORTUNE; FAREWELL TO 
NOVA SCOTIA; THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND; 
HEAVY WATER PLANT. 


Terry Kelly is a Canadian anda 
new name to me. Forhis first album 
he has chosen to record one half in 
a studio, while side ‘B’ is a live 
recording from the Crow Pub in 
Sydney, Nova Scotia. 

Personally, | found side ‘A’ far 
superior, in that there is no 
distraction from the enthusiastic, 
hand clapping audience as on side 
‘B’. 

Three of the songs on side ‘A’ were 
written by Terry. ‘Drivin’ To Mexcio’ 
is in the up-tempo, country pop 
style, a tale of lost love, in which the 
cheerful rhythm belies the 
underlying sadness of the lyric. 
‘Jeffery’s Song’ is dedicated to his 
son and this sentimental ballad is 
ideally suited to the inherent 
grittiness in Terry’s voice. His third 
song ‘The Swinger’ is a bluesy 
ballad on the perils of playing fast 
and loose in one’s youth and 
ending up alone in one’s twilight 
years. This track is my pick of the 
album. 


There’s a nice version of the soft, 
folksy sounding ‘Roseville Fair’ and 
some country rock on ‘Sweet Home 
Alabama’. 


The ten song live set on side ‘B’ was 
marred for me by the typically noisy 
transatlantic audience whose 
handclapping and hollaring 
distracted me away from Terry’s 
voice. But, ‘Sonny’s Dream’ is a 
new song I'd like to hear under 
studio conditions. The musicians, 
like Terry himself, are all new 
names to me, but ones that | shall 
look out for on future albums. 


Highly unlikely that this album will 

be available here, so it’s out with, the 
pen and paper again. The address 
is, Gun Records, PO Box 8391, 

Stn. A, Halifax, N.S. B3K 5M1, 
Canada. 


ALIBI 
YOU'RE THE ONE 
Cloana CPA03 
WHICH ONE IS IT THIS TIME; YOU'RE THE 
ONE; MIDNIGHT RIDER; CAROLINA; 
SATURDAY NIGHT; ALIBIS; LOVE THE NIGHT 
AWAY; SLIP AWAY; ALBERTA BORDER; MY 
LOVE (AIN'T GOOD ENOUGH FOR YOU). 


“You're The One’ is the first album 
from Alibi, an exciting five piece 
country rock band (in the Alabama/ 
Exile style), from British Columbia, 
Canada. With a line up consisting 
John Redekop (lead vocals and 
rhythm guitar), Dave Clow (lead 
guitar and vocals), Phil Vanhorne 
(keyboards/synthesizer and 
vocals), Reid Barton (bass guitar 
and vocals) and Larry MacDougall 
(drums), Alibi must be one of the 
tightest sounding outfits from North 
of the Border. 


The album contains ten original 
songs, all of which would make good 
single material. Indeed, three have 
already travelled that road. ‘You're 
The One’ and ‘Which One Is It This 
Time’, both written by Bob Webb, 
have already attracted a lot of 
attention in Canada with their tight 
vocal harmonies, whilst their latest 
single is the bluesy ballad 
‘Carolina’, written by Phil Vanhorne 
and Reid Barton, with Dave Clow on 
lead vocals. 


There’s country soul on possibly the 
most country track on the album, 
‘My Love (Ain’t Good Enough For 
You)’ and a strong cajun influence 
on the rousing ‘Saturday Night’. 


If you like your country on the 
modern side, with plenty of good 
music and go, then this could well 
be for you. | know it’s spent a lot of 
time on my turntable and is a good 
example of the fine music that’s 
currently coming out of Canada. If 
you can’t find this one on your 
favourite dealer’s list, then drop a 
line to:- 

Cloana Productions Ltd., 

No 2-601 Royal Avenue, 

New Westminster, B.C., Canada, 
V3M 1J4. 


To all our good friends from the other 
clubs, to bands, artistes, DJs, press and to 
all who helped us make 1985 another 


great year. 


All enquiries to:- Sandy Paul, Flat 9, 
32 Nigg Kirk Road, Aberdeen, AB1 4DF. 


Tel: (0224) 878667. 


DANNY MACK 
DANNY MACK 
Alberta Crude AC 10003 
(L WANT) THE REAL THING; ANOTHER NEW 
OLD TRAGEDY; CHRISTIE; | WONDER IF 
WAYLON JENNINGS DID THIS; FIT TO KILL 
AND GOING OUT IN STYLE; DRINK TOA 
HONKY TONK COWBOY; RAGGED OLD 
TRUCK; ME AND LITTLE JOE; YOU DIDN'T 
WALK OUT ON ME, YOU JUST BEAT ME TO 
THE DOOR: GOOD OL’ GEORGE JONES; 
DEBBIE DELIGHT. 


Canadian outlaw Danny Mack has 
got it all together for this good time 
honky tonk album. The 
combinations of gravelly vocals, . 
laid down over hard, driving 
rhythms from his band, Alberta 
Crude, will really set your turntable 
a-reeling. When the time comes to 
pick my favourite albums of 1985, 
Danny Mack will be high on the list. 


The album opens with one of the 
three non-originals on the album, a 
real gutsy version of the Chip 
Taylor number ‘(| Want) The Real 
Thing’. This is followed by two 
Danny Mack originals, both on the 
theme of lost love. ‘Another New 
Old Tragedy’ and ‘Christie’ both 
look at this classic theme through 
Danny’s jaded eyes. 

‘| Wonder If Waylon Jennings Did 
This’ is a Danny Mack honky 
tonker, while side one finishes with 
Billy Joe Shavers’ ‘Fit To Kill And 
Going Out In Style’, which features 
some Jerry Lee Lewis style piano 
from Ron Casat. 


Side two opens to the fiddle of Paul 
Anastasio on another of Danny’s 
honky tonk numbers ‘Drink To A 
Honky Tonk Cowboy’. Billy Joe 
Shavers’ ‘Ragged Old Truck’ slows 
the tempo down on one of the more 
unusual trucking songs that benefits 
from the mandolin playing of David 
Wilkie. 

The remaining four tracks were all 
written by Danny. ‘Me And Little 
Joe’ picks the pace back up to some 
frantic fiddle, again from Paul 
Anastasio. 


Stand out title on the album is the 
one with the longest title, ‘You 
Didn’t Walk Out On Me’ etc., with 
harmony vocal by Carmen Sylva 
and again featuring David Wilkie on 
mandolin. ‘Good Ol’ George Jones’ 
mentions all those things dear to 
country music, (trucking, CB, bars, 
booze and, of course, Good Ol’ 
George). The album closes with 
‘Debbie Delight’, another good time 
drinking song. 


Recorded at Smooth Rock Studios, 

Calgary, this album could stand up 
among the best of American country 
music. Unfortunately, it’s yet 
another you might have difficulty 
tracking down, so drop a line to:- 
Danny Mack's Music, Box 46433, 
Station ‘G’, Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada V6R 4G6. 
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SOUNDTRACK 
MCA 6149 (8.98 


COLUMBIA FC 40056 
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MARIE OSMOND 
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Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


FOR WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 14, 1985 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP = JANUARY 1986. 


LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)‘ 
GEORGE STRAIT mca 5605 (8.98) 


GARY MORRIS warner BROS. 25279 (8.98) 
ROSANNE CASH co.umaia Fc 39463 

THE FORESTER SISTERS warner Bros. 25314 
LEE GREENWOOD mca 5622 (8.98) 


ALABAMA 4 RCA AHL1-5339 (8.98) (CD) 

KENNY ROGERS rca AJL1-7023 (8.98) (CD) 

EARL THOMAS CONLEY rca ani1-7032 (8.98) (c ) 
RONNIE MILSAP @ Rca AHL1-5425 (8.98) (CD) = 
THE BELLAMY BROTHERS wca/curs 5586/MCA 
SWEET DREAMS-THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PATSY CLINE 


SAWYER BROWN capitoL/curs ST-12438/CAPITOL (8.98) 
a | W.JENNINGS,W.NELSON,J.CASH,K.KRISTOFFERSON 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warNer/curs 25328/WARNER BROS, (8.98) GREATEST HITS-VOLUME tI 
WILLIE NELSON coumaia Fc 39990 

GEORGE JONES eric Fe 39598 

THE JUDDS rca/Curs AHL1-7042/RCA (8.98) (CD) 
ALABAMA PCA ASL1-7014 (8.98) (CD) 

THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 824-420-1/POLYGRAM (8.98) 


CAPITOL/CURB ST-12414/CAPITOL (8.98 
RAY STEVENS mca 5635 (8.98) 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warner/curs 25267/WARNER BROS. (8.98) 
GEORGE STRAIT @ mca 5567 (8.98) (CD) 

MEL MCDANIEL caprtoL st-12437 (8.98) 

RICKY SKAGGS eric FE-40103 

THE JUDDS @ Rca/curs AHL1-5319/RCA (8.98) (CD) 
MERLE HAGGARD eric 40224 

pat | DAN SEALS EMi-ameRrica ST-17166 (8.98) 


SOMETHING SPECIAL 
ANYTHING GOES 

RHYTHM AND ROMANCE 
THE FORESTER SISTERS 
STREAMLINE 

HANG ON TO YOUR HEART 
40 HOUR WEEK 

THE HEART OF THE MATTER 
GREATEST HITS 
GREATEST HITS VOL. 2 
HOWARD & DAVID. 


1 week at No. One 


SHAKIN’ 
HIGHWAYMAN 


HALF NELSON 

WHO'S GONNA FILL THEIR SHOES 
ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 
ALABAMA CHRISTMAS 
PARDNERS IN RHYME 
PARTNERS, BROTHERS AND FRIENDS 
THERE’S NO STOPPING YOUR HEART 
| HAVE RETURNED 
FIVE-O 

GEORGE STRAIT'S GREATEST HITS 
STAND UP 

LIVE IN LONDON 

WHY NOT ME 

AMBER WAVES OF GRAIN 

WON'T BE BLUE ANYMORE 


©) Albums with the greatest sales gains this week. (CD) Compact Disc available. @ Recording industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) 


certification for sales o' 


500,000 units. & RIAA certification for sales of one million units, with each additional million indicated by 


numeral following the symbol. *CBS Records does not issue a suggested list price for its product. 


U.K. 
RECENT 


RELEASES 


ALBUMS 


JOHNNY CASH — Rainbow — CBS 26689/40-26689 
LEE GREENWOOD — Christmas To Christmas — MCA 
MCF 3301/MCFC 3301 

WILLIE NELSON — The World Of Willie Nelson — 
Warwick WW 2004/WW 20044 

VARIOUS — A Country Christmas — MCA MCL 1812/ 
MCLC 1812 

VARIOUS — Country Rainbow — Warwick WW 1001/ 
WW 10014 (3 record box set) 

JOHNNY CASH — At The Country Store — Country 
Store/Starblend CST 011/CSTK 011 

JANIE FRICKE — At The Country Store — Country 
Store/Starblend CST 013/CSTK 013 

JIM GLASER — At The Country Store — Country 
Store/Starblend CST 016/CSTK.016 

MERLE HAGGARD — At The Country Store — Country 

Store/Starblend CST 015/CSTK 015 

GEORGE JONES — At The Country Store — Country 
Store/Starblend CST 012/CSTK 012 

LORETTA LYNN — At The Country Store — Country 
Store/Starblend CST 019/CSTK 019 


SUSAN McCANN — At Home In Ireland — Homespun 
DHL 706/CDHL 706 : 


STATLER BROTHERS — At The Country Store — 
Country Store/Starblend CST 014/CSTK 014 


HANK WILLIAMS JR— At The Country Store — 
Country Store/Starblend CST 020/CSTK 020 


MEL TILLIS — At The Country Store — Country 
Store/Starblend CST 017/CSTK 017 

THE EVERLY BROTHERS — Beat And Soul — WB/ 
Rollercoaster ROL! 319-Rollercoaster/Making Waves/ 
Swift 

THE EVERLY BROTHERS — Sing Great Country 

Hits — WB/Rollercoaster ROLI 320-Rollercoaster/ 
Making Waves/Swift 

WAYLON JENNINGS — Files Vol.9 — Bear Family/ 
Rollercoaster-BFX 15159-Rollercoaster/Making 
Waves/Swift - 

WAYLON JENNINGS — Files Vol.13 — Bear Family/ 
Rollercoaster-BFX 15163-Rollercoaster/Making 
Waves/Swift 

WAYLON JENNINGS — Vol.14 — Bear Family/ 
Rollercoaster-BFX 15164-Rollercoaster/Making 
Waves/Swift 

WAYLON JENNINGS — Files Vol.15 — Bear Family/ 
Rollercoaster-BFX 15165-Rollercoaster/Making 
Waves/Swift 


SINGLES 


KENNY ROGERS — Moming Desire/People In Love — 
RCA PB 49925 Pic Bag; PT 49926 12in. 

ROSE MARIE — All The Love (In The World)/When 

Your Old Wedding Ring Was New — A1 A.1. 292 


THE BALHAM ALLIGATORS — Let's Dance/Balham 
Two Step — May’s ING 12 


BOXCAR WILLIE— Watching New Love Grow/ 
Luther — Spartan SP 129 

SHAG CONNORS & THE CARROT CRUNCHERS — 
The Cleanest Little Piggy In The Market/That’s Life — 
Play PLAY 204 


COMPACT DISC 


JOHN DENVER — Dreamland Express — RCA PD 


@ 35458 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP PUBLISHING CO. 


JANUARY, 1986 
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TOP 30 


) ALTERNATIVE ALBUM 


SINGLES CHART 


courtesy ot Billboard Publication las, 
/ Compiled from a national sample of retail store THE LEROI BROTHERS = @ ThekKnittersis an alter-ego for three @ ior the label and some (The Del 
and one-stop sales reports and radio playlists. PROTECTION FROM ENEMIES members of Los Angeles rock Fuegos and Violent Femmes) have 
Demon Fiend 41 ensemble, X, plus Blasters guitarist only the slightest country 
FOR WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 14, 1985 LUCKY, LUCKY ME: POW: ELVIS IN THE Dave Alvin and upright bassist connection, while others, like Rank 


“J 
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TITLE 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 


NOBODY FALLS LIKE A FOOL 
N.LARKIN.E.T.CONLEY (P.MCCANN, M. 


LIE TO YOU FOR YOUR LOVE 


E.GORDY,JR..J.BOWEN (F.MILLER, D.BELLAMY, H.BELLAMY, J.BARRY) 


THE CHAIR 
J,BOWEN (H.COCHRAN, D.DILLON) 


HAVE MERCY 
B.MAHER (PKENNERLEY) 


STAND UP 
J.KENNEDY (CHANNEL, RECTOR, THROCKMORTON) 


MORNING DESIRE 
G.MARTIN (D.LOGGINS) 


SOMEBODY ELSE’S FIRE 
B.MONTGOMERY (M.A. KENNEDY, PROSE, P.BUNCH) 


1 week at No. One 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


EARL THOMAS CONLEY 
A 14172 


THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
MCA/CURB 52668/MCA 


@ GEORGE STRAIT 
MCA 52667 


THE JUDDS 
RCA/CURB 14193/RCA 


MEL MCDANIEL 
CAPITOL 5513 


@ KENNY ROGERS 
RCA 14194 
JANIE FRICKE 


ARMY; | DON'T WANNA STOP; WALK WITH 
ME DARLING; GIVE UP THE GHOST; FIGHT 
FIRE WITH FIRE; THE BACK DOOR; 
DANGEROUS GIRL; DARLENE, DARLENE; 
LITTLE BIT OF SUGAR; MOVE IT. 


This lively Texas band’s previous 
Demon release was a six track, 
mini-album, ‘Forget About The 
Danger, Think Of The Fun’, which 
bounced with pounding country 
boogie from start to finish. This new 
album contains more of the same, 
but they have also broadened their 


Johnny Ray Bartle, who, under this 
pseudonym, find the freedom to 
perform a basic form of country 
music. 

Sparse backings, dominated by 
Dave Alvin's very Luther Perkins 
slanted lead guitar (in fact, the 
instrumentation is all reminiscent of 
the Tennessee Three), complement 
the straight, no frills voice of John 
Doe and Exene Cervenka, on an 
enjoyable mixture of country 
standards and original songs. 


& File and Green On Red were 
seminal influences on the ‘New 
Wave’ country movement. 


Ry Cooder’s country/blues fusion, 
The Blasters’ driving rockabilly and 
the superb Chicano tex-mex styling 
of Los Lobos (both tracks here 
taken from their excellent ‘How Will 
The Wolf Survive’ album) are all fine 
examples of their particular field, 
each of which can be considered as 
‘Fringe’ country. All this, plus the 
Knitters, covers a wide spectrum of 


COLUMBIA 38-05617 | horizons to feature beaty ballads, The standards range from styles that, inclusive of the less 
BETTY'S BEIN' BAD SAWYER BROWN jaunty sing-a-long melodies and traditional tunes - ‘Rock Island country flavoured garage bands, 
a SS ee infectious stompers laced with tex- Line’, ‘Walkin’ Cane’, ‘Baby Out Of makes for varied and enjoyable 
R.CROWELL,D. THOENER (PETTY, B.TENCH) COLUMBIA 38-05621 mex rhythms. Jail’ - to modern classics like listening. em 
ONLY IN MY MIND REBA MCENTIRE Brothers Joe and Steve Doerr play Haggard’s ‘Silver Wings . While 
J.BOWEN,R.MCENTIRE (R.MCENTIRE) MCA 52691 aselection of instruments including none can be considered masterful 
BOP DAN SEALS accordion, guitar, harmonica and versions, they are different enough 
RES CROAT EO EMIAMERICA8289_! keyboards, as well as handling to warrant some listening. It is the 
HOME AGAIN | IN MY HEART ; NITTY GRITTY aRITTY DIRT BAND most of the vocals. Newest originals, however, that are most 
: member, guitarist/organist Evan interesting, with really good vocals 
{DON'T MIND THE THORNS (iF YOU'RE THE ROSE) LEE GREENWOOD | ons. sings teacon-Darene, | onbalads ke ‘Cyn’ But My Tears 
MORI Darlene’. The latter and several Are Far Away’, ‘Trail Of Time’ an 
baie DKIRBY) eases others are good, solid rockers, the duet ‘Someone Like You’, while 
A WORLD WITHOUT LOVE EDDIE RABBITT | although ‘Give Up The Ghost’ and, up-beat numbers like ‘Wreckin 
P.RAMONE (E.STEVENS, E.RABBITT, P.GALDSTON) RCA 14192 to alesser extent, ‘Dangerous Gir!’ Ball’ and ‘The New World’ have 
JUST IN CASE THE FORESTER SISTERS are a bit too strange even for my excellent arrangements and ‘Love 
J.LLWALLACE, T.SKINNER (J.P. PENNINGTON, S.LEMAIER) RBROS.7-26875 | ot Shack’ touches ona driving western 
YOu MAKE besa FEEL LIKE A MAN @ RICKY SKAGGS swing style. 
R.SKAGGS ( EPIC 34-05585 The best cuts, for me, are two q ‘ : 
BACK TO a HEARTBREAK KID @ RESTLESS HEART | accordion backed tracks, the laid If you like straightforward music, 
-DUBQIS,S.HENDRICKS (T.OUBOIS, V.STEPHENSON) RCA 14190 back ‘Walk With Me’ and a cajun purposely uncluttered by modern 
OLD SCHOOL JOHN CONLEE | stormer ‘The Back Door’, written by production gimmicks, then this 
B.LOGAN (D.SCHLITZ, R.SMITH) MCA 52695 and featuring noted Louisiana album is for you. | like it a lot and 
RLARS (.CRANE, A-JACOBS) Gs ves Weataias peels the ee pasal si ns a se eariarncay ey thee 
ustin recorded album is pro a LAN fy Sh : 
Sree retrine ceeae ented us = TGRAHAM BROWN | bit too rock inclined for the average is anything on it that would set the 
THE LEGEND AND THE MAN JGONWAY a country fan, but there are those (me world alight. : 
C.TWITTY,D.HENRY,R.TREAT (C.PUTNAM, R.HELLARD, B.JONES) JARNER BROS. 7-28866 included) who enjoy it, and the Leroi REDN ECK 86 
MAKIN’ U UP FOR LOST Tim A CRYSTAL GAYLE AND GARY MORRIS Brothers, enormously. <= 
epoca ee @ JUST released are details of a 
THERES No STORENG YOUR HEART moe pi aad eho aae ee hee 
Decivee atts ua. H.MOORE) boy ane SKIFF SKATS Zippo Zong 004 spring of 1986. 
- 5 AWAY - - > GAIL DAVIES SKIFF SKAT STUFF LOOK AROUND; AT NIGHT THEY SPEAK; 
G.DAVIES,L.SKLAR (G.NICHOLSON, W-HOLYFIELD) RCA 14184 Making Waves Spin 204 SPEAK EASY; SHOT YOU DOWN; WHAT Intended to be of assistance to all 


BURNED, LiKe A ROCKET 


YOU CaN Dre DREAM OF M 
NOMEN A WARRE THALL) 


SSS se 


B.LOGAN,R.MCCALLISTER (B. MCGUIRE, M.MCGUIRE) 


BILLY JOE ROYAL 
ATLANTIC/AMERICA 7-99599/ATLANTIC 


STEVE WARINER 
MCA 52721 


JOHNNY LEE 
WARNER BROS. 7-28901 


HERE COME THE SKIFF SKATS; THE OLD 
HIRED HAND; HILLBILLY BOOGIE; ROCK 
THIS JOINT (’TIL THE COWS COME HOME); 
HICKORY HOLLER; MAYBELLINE; WIND HER 
UP; GLENDALE TRAIN; BAREFOOT NELLIE; 
APPLE TREE; THE CRUMBLE; SPLIT 
PERSONALITY; ROMP AND STOMP; SKIFF 


ABOUT YOU; HOLD ON; AND THEN THE RAIN; 
BACKROAD BRIDGE SONG (WHAT COULD! 
SAY): AIN'T NO HANGMAN; MORNING 
LIGHT. 

| am loathe to dismiss this band out 
of hand, considering the excellent 


material Zippo have released to 


those working in the field of 
country music in this country, its 
publishers hope that eventually 
‘Redneck’ will become the 
definitive source for all those 
requiring information to book a 


COME ON IN (YOU DID THE BEST YOU COULD) 


THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
R.CHANCEY (R: MCA 52722 


SKAT STUFF; CRIPPLE CREEK. 


date, but, on the strength of this country music act for any country 


@ Products with the greatest airplay and sales gains this week. ® Video clip availability. @ Recording Industry Assn. O* 
America (RIAA) seal for sales of one million units. & RIAA seal for sales of two million units. 


ALTERNATIVE 
COUNTRY 


¥X Pete Cottey. 


THE LONG RYDERS 
STATE OF OUR UNION 
Island ILPS 9802 

LOOKING FOR LEWIS AND CLARK; LIGHTS 
OF DOWNTOWN; WDIA; MASON-DIXON 
LINE; HERE COMES THAT TRAIN AGAIN; 
YEARS LONG AGO; GOOD TIMES 
TOMORROW, HARD TIMES TODAY; TWO 
KINDS OF LOVE; YOU JUST CAN'T RIDE THE 
BOXCARS ANYMORE; CAPTURING THE 
FLAG; STATE OF MY UNION. 


The Long Ryders, as | have 
mentioned before, are one of the 
most exciting bands to surface over 
three decades of modern music 
and they really deserve to be in the 
premier league. A couple of tours 
here and the critical acclaim that 
accompanied them has, thankfully, 
resulted in the major record 
company deal which sees the 
release of this outstanding album. 


| admit to some trepidation when | @ 


first heard the band were to record 
in England as opposed to Los 
Angeles, but Chipping Norton 
Studios and producer Will Birch 
have done them proud. The 
association places more emphasis 
on the country/rock side of their 
earlier work and lessens the sixties’ 
beat influence, while retaining just 
enough of that raw, garage band 
feel, to give a nicely honed edge. 


The Ryders were never imitative, 
even if it was always apparent 
where they were coming from, but 
there is nothing overtly 
recognizable as a singularly 
derivative sound here. What we 
have instead is pure Griffin, 
Sowders, McCarthy and Stevens on 
a concise journey through the 
American scenario as they see it. 
Eleven original story songs, all as 
strong as, and some stronger than 
‘Looking For Lewis And Clark’, 
which, issued as a four track (the 
other three of which are not 
included here), double-pack single 
prior to this album, was an instant 
chart hit. 


| believe that ‘State Of Our Union’ is 
a work of major importance that 
could sell enough within the popular 
market to ensure chart success and 
| know that those into the 
‘Alternative Country’ scene will 
definitely snap it up. Regular 
country fans are urged to lend an 
ear too, and I'll bet a good 
percentage will want to buy a copy. 


GREEN ON RED 
NO FREE LUNCH 
Mercury MERM 78 
TIME AIN'T NOTHING; HONEST MAN; BALLAD 
OF GUY FAWKES; NO FREE LUNCH; (GEE 
AIN'T IT FUNNY HOW) TIME SLIPS AWAY; 
JIMMY BOY; KEEP ON MOVING. 


Green On Red are an L.A. band, 
who, like the Long Ryders, made 
their first recording for a major 
company in Britain due to their 
popularity here. The result is this 
seven track, mini-album, produced 
by lead singer/guitarist Dan Stuart, 
who bears a striking vocal similarity 
to Neil Young. 


All the songs, except for a way out 
version of Willie Nelson’s ‘Funny 
How Time Slips Away’, are jointly 
penned by the five string outfit and 
some (as with ‘The Drifter’ and 
‘Black River’ from the excellent 
‘Gas, Food, Lodging’ album, issued 
here earlier this year by Zippo 
Records) are really superb. Stand- 
outs on this set are the title track, 
‘Keep On Moving’ and ‘Time Ain't 
Nothing’, the latter being scheduled 
for single release. 


Chris Cacavas’ keyboards are less 
prominent than on previous albums, 
allowing Chuck ‘Billy The Kid" 
Prophet IV some tasty guitar 
passages that nicely contrast with 
Stuart's lazy, drawled vocals. 


Green On Red are another first rate 
band, who deserve a hit and maybe 
their recent promotional tour here 
will help forward this end. 


The crazy Camden hillbillies come 
up with a down-home, apple pie 
sweet debut album, choc full of red- 
hot, finger lickin’, back porch pickin’ 
and singin’ that would set the pace 
for any Saturday night hoe down. 


Full of life and spirit (both kinds | 
should think), these boys romp 
through a series of traditional 
breakdowns and original nervous 
breakdowns with a cow-pat kickin’ 
musical dexterity akin to anything 
our country cousins overseas can 
throw atthe fans and spread all over 
us. 


| would swear that this was pure 
Kentucky bluegrass rather than, as 
the Skiff Skats profess, ‘Ruff House 
Music’, except that sober-minded 
bluegrass exponents generally tend 
to take themselves far too seriously, 
while these North London bumpkins 
have the good sense and zany 
humour to enjoy themselves. The 
fun spreads thick and fast, like 
chicken droppings on a farmer's 
boots and the best advice | can give 
is, if you can’t take a less serious 
‘minded attitude to the music, then 
stay out of the hen house. But, with 
the quality of music contained here, 
you'll be poorer for that! 


—————— 


THE KNITTERS 
POOR LITTLE CRITTER ON THE ROAD 
London/Slash SLAP 6 
POOR LITTLE CRITTER ON THE ROAD; 
SOMEONE LIKE YOU; WALKIN’ CANE; SILVER 
WINGS; POOR OLD HEARTSICK ME; THE NEW 
WORLD; CRYIN’ BUT MY TEARS ARE FAR 
AWAY; LOVE SHACK; THE CALL OF THE 
WRECKIN’ BALL; TRAIL OF TIME; BABY OUT 
OF JAIL; ROCK ISLAND LINE. 


outing, they do seem dull and 
uninspired. The lead singer 
occasionally rises above the 
material (only four songs, ‘Shot 
Down’, ‘Hold On’, ‘Backroad Bridge 
Song’ and ‘Ain't No Hangman’, 
have any memorable quality). Apart 
from a strongly featured McGuinn- 
like jangly guitar, the musicians 
languish in total indifference. 


A total lack of sleeve info gives no 
indication who True West are, but 
song and production credits point to 
one Russ Tolman as their driving 
force (if that is the right word). 
Tolman was, | imagine, more than a 
little influenced by the Byrds. Maybe 
Mr Tolman should gather his 
strength, write more songs like the 
aforementioned four prove he is 
capable of, stretch the lead vocal 
and jangly guitar to their fullest 
capacity and try again. The spark is 
there, it merely needs igniting. 


———— 


VARIOUS ARTISTES 
SLASH CUTS 

London/Slash SLAP8 
RY COODER - THE LAST STAND (ALAMO 
3AY); THE KNITTERS - TRAIL OF TIME; THE 
JEL FUEGOS - BACKSEAT NOTHING; RANK 
AND FILE - POST OFFICE; LOS LOBOS - | 
30T LOADED; VIOLENT FEMMES WITH 
STEVE MACKAY & SIGMUND SNOPEK lil - 
FAITH; THE BLASTERS - RED ROSE; GREEN 
JN RED - FIVE EASY PIECES; THE DEL 
SUEGOS - HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN; VIOLENT 
=EMMES - GIMME THE CAR; THE 
3LASTERS - DARK NIGHT; LOS LOBOS - A 
MATTER OF TIME. 


There’s no doubt that Slash 
Records puts out some of the best 
‘Alternative Country Music’ you 
sould ever hope to hear. This 
sampler gives a good cross-section 
of their acts. Some no longer record 


music event in the UK. 


@ [twill be similar to ‘Spotlight’ 
(The Actors and Actresses 
Directory), but entries in 
‘Redneck’ cost less. The 
publication will be distributed free 
of charge to people who book 
country music acts, ie. country 
music club secretaries or any 
show organisers, also media 
producers and tour promoters. 


@ Copies will also be available at 
cost price to the general public (as 
entries will contain photographs 
and much more information on the 
acts than is normal in such 
publications, the publishers feels 
that there could well be a demand 
from country music fans). 


@ The ‘Redneck’ directory is not 
intended to over-ride or supercede 
any other form of publication 
currently available, but to 
supplement such material and 
assist in raising the standing of 
country music in the minds of 
those people who currently regard 
it as a very cheap form of 
entertainment. 


‘Redneck’ is to be published by 
Country Leisure, 20 Lascelles 
Avenue, Newton Aycliffe, 

Co. Durham, DL5 7HP. For more 
details, call Peter John Bergg on 
(0325) 320074. 


SONGWRITER REQUIRES PARTNER 

If you can write commercial HIT songs, have : 
dedication and talent, we can work together. ; 
Ihave contacts. 

No time wasters please. London area. 

‘Phone Marc on 01 985 7722 (day) 


01 986 5275 (evening). 
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AS so 
GOING TO WEMBLEY 
NEXT EASTER FOR THE 


kestival 


Why book ordinary accommodation when you 
can join your fellow readers of: 
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Fri 28th - 
(Good Friday) Eve of Festival Buffet 


Party Night, with top acts and 
surprise guests. 


Pie cs: 
Your ‘5-Star’ overnight 
room accommodation 
PLUS ics 3 
On Easter Saturday 


We prepare you for your day at Wembley 
with a full English breakfast 


Then it’s all aboard the... 


‘Country Music Round Up’ 
luxury courtesy coaches to 
take you directly to the Silk 

Cut Festival at Wembley. . . 


aye 


(and we shall be waiting to bring you back to your 
‘5-Star’ Hotel, when the show's over for even 
more super entertainment). 


J 


WATFO 


BRITAIN’S FOREMOST COUNTRY MUSIC JOURNAL 


Mon oT Sst March 19 6 SP a ico its ou 


@ 
o 


é& Ladbroke Hotel 


Ss@SECCSTERARECT TREE TA FED ee 


(even less if you are prepared 
to share a Triple room) 


Relax in full ‘5-Star’ comfort accommodation 
with your own private bathroom, colour TV and 
individual tea and coffee making facilities 
provided, plus room service etc. 


} 
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tt 
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Book two nights for just 
Party Night on ‘Country Music Round Up’ 
Plus:- There’s our usual Friday Afternoon Readers Question and Answer 


Seminar. Come along and air your views, or fire your questions at 
the C.M.R.U. Editorial staff and contributors 


plus some great new ‘Best of 
British’ acts and surprise guests. 


@ Enjoy Free Top Class Country 
Music Cabaret Entertainment into 
the early hours in Nite-Club 
setting after you return from 
Wembley. 


@ Residents Bar open until the- 
last person goes to bed and, of 
course, you can order a meal to be 
@ Many of your favourite artistes ready when you arrive back at the 


from last year are coming back, Hotel from the festival. LI 


For Booking Details See Next Page 


Please Note:- 
Wembley Festival Concert Tickets 
are not included in the package 


Just off 
Junction 5 the M1 


/ 


SS pdate 


Peterborough has recently been described as the 
‘People’s Festival’. If this is so, then Pontin’s has 
now become the ‘People’s Holiday’. 


MORE PONTIN’S 
COUNTRY STYLE sisi 


@ AT the recent Brean Sands 
Festival, close to three thousand 
people settled into the neat holiday 
village for seven days of energy- 
sapping country music and 
associated activities. 


@ No matter how strong your 
constitution there was no way that 
you could take in each and every 
happening and there was a need to 
plan your programme carefully, to 
ensure that you didn’t miss the 
items you particularly wanted to 
see. 


@ Night time entertainment of the 
highest calibre is a must on this 
type of holiday and was certainly 
provided in the Golden Nugget Bar, 
a cabaret type setting, throughout 
the event. 


@ By the middle of the week, even 
though ‘Festival Fatigue’ was 
overcoming many, large audiences 
still went along to the shows. The 
Gordie West Duo brightened 
Wednesday's proceedings, with 
Gordie resplendent in his white 
cowboy outfit, complete with black 
hat which he said made him look 
Jess virginal. A fine version of 
Porter Wagoner’s ‘This Cowboy’s 
Hat’ followed. 

Tammy Cline and Southern 


GREETINGS 


Comfort closed the show, but they 
seemed to have difficulty raising 
the enthusiasm of the audience at 
the second house. Perhaps the late 
hour had something to do with it. 


@ The Longhorn Ballroom, too, 
was literally in use from 11 am every 
morning until 3 am (or later) the 
following morning, with continuous 
entertainment. 

The day started with square 
dancing, presented by resident 
caller Tone Howard, a veteran of 
Pontin Festivals, coaching 
enthusiastic beginners and 
seasoned campaigners alike. 
When the dancing stopped, the 
lunchtime cabaret began, various 
well known acts doing the honours. 


@ Taking you through the 
afternoon were displays by the 
Portsmouth Wild West Association, 
ranging from a Civil War Tribute to 
an authentic Indian Wedding, 
lasting the best part of two hours. 


@ Asis their wont at Pontin's, the 
Ballroom was kept a lively place, 
with various trade stands situated 
on its outer edges, selling all 
manner of hats, shirts, belts and 
novelties. Other stalls, including the 
ever popular record counter, were 
situated in the foyer. 


TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 


MIKI 


and GRIFF 


@ The price per person, 


r) The price per person, 


An extra night's bed and breakfast 
accommodation Special Discount 


has been arranged if you need it. 


Fri 28 March pm - am Mon 31 March 1986 


based on sharing a double room - £60. 


based on sharing a triple room - £54. 
@ Limited single rooms available £72. 


(Thursday preceding or Monday following), 


@ Add £15.50 per person for each night 


é Ladbroke Hotel 
House Party Booking Form 


I shall require: 


see 


Contact person of Party:- 


Signature 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


@ Shortly after the displays ended 


in the ballroom, Tone Howard was 
up again with never tiring square 
dancers, for a late afternoon 
session. 


@ After a brief respite, (very brief), 
the evening’s entertainment 
commenced with a quick session of 
bingo, before the country sounds of 
Eggy Molen’s disco throbbed out 
across the floor. 

On three evenings during the week, 
they even managed a Country 
Music Quiz (presented by yours 
truly), prizes of records and books 
going to the eager participants. 


@ Eggy Molen then followed with 
resident ballroom heroes 
Campbell’s Country and Slim 
Pickins, waiting in the wings to 
commence the evening's live 
entertainment, before introducing 
various acts, too numerous to 
mention. 


@ By 11pm, one might imagine that 
the entertainment would be coming 
to an end, but no. You could say it 
was just beginning. Campbell's 
Country played on until after 
midnight, when the ‘Trilogy’ was 
played, prompting the ‘Westerners 
March Around’. As if that wasn’t 
enough, the never tiring Eggy Molen 
spun more discs from his mammoth 
collection, until the last dancers 
almost collapsed with exhaustion. 


@ There never seemed to be any 
late nights at Pontin’s (just a lot of 
early mornings). When Eggy wasn’t 
doing his thing, there was always 
someone ready to jump up and 
present live music from the stage, 
with compere Jon Derek doing his 
fair share. 


C.M.R.U. Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 
(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 1AL 
England 
Tel: (0522) 41546 


| enclose a £10 Booking Deposit per person, payable to:- 
‘Country Music Round Up Publishing Company’ 


& 
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© Clinton Ford (pictured above) and West Virginia enjoying a typical Pontin’s ‘get together’ 


@ As if this wasn’t enough to keep 
everyone entertained, further 
shows could be seen just across the 
road from the camp at the Pontin’s 
pub, the Seagull. At 11 am every 
morning, resident bands, Fox 
Mountain Express and Cody’s 
County struck up to give the 
lunchtime revellers a taste of honky 
tonk type entertainment. 


EARL THOMAS 
CONLEY FANS 


@ Arecent Press Release from 
Vernell Hackett in Nashville tells 
us that Earl Thomas Conley has 
loyal fans. This was evidenced ata 
recent Atlanta concert, where the 
following conversation was 
overheard between a mother and 
her daughter, whom she called 


Or write to: 


Throughout the week various guest 
acts showed off their talents. 

Such was the demand this year, the 
Seagull opened in the evenings 
until 11 pm (and after), with resident 
bands providing entertainment. 

@ |tseemed to be generally agreed 
among those attending, that this 
had been the best Country Style 
Festival at Brean Sands yet. There 


while the ETC group was setting up. 
Mother - ‘I was just calling to see 

if you're okay. You are? No signs 
of labour yet? Good . . . Bye! | don't 
want to miss Earl Thomas Conley. 


@ Just before Earl was to go on 
Stage, a WPLO DJ asked for the 
audience’s attention and 
announced a man’s name, asking 
the gentleman to please go to his 
car, ‘As you know, your wife is nine 


THE 1986 


REDNECK DIRECTORY 
(The Directory of Country Music) 


Country music acts and other advertisers in the UK and Ireland, please note: 


The final date for submitting your details for ‘REDNECK’ will be 28th February 1986. (Entries 
from USA and Canada must be received by 25th January 1986). But, to make sure of your entry, 
please return your completed form as soon as possible. If you are part of a country music act and 
have not heard about the directory, please telephone 
Peter Bergg on (0325) 320074 


Country Leisure (CR), 20 Lascelles Avenue, Newton Aycliffe,Co. Durham, DL5 7HP. 
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was Certainly something for 
everyone and the children were well 
catered for with films, competitions, 
fancy dress, wagon train rides etc. 
The whole spirit of this event was 
perhaps summed up by the 
impromptu sessions, set up by the 
outside barbeque in the afternoons, 
‘Anything musical attracted an 
audience’. 


months pregnant and she’s 
waiting for you there to take her to 
the hospital’, the DJ explained. 


@ Earl has loving fans, too. At 
another concert, an elderly woman 
came up to the singer and pressed 
three silver dollars, C1900, in his 
hand. When he tried to refuse 
them, she insisted that he accept 
them, saying, ‘You’re gonna be a 
superstar and | love your music’. 
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COUNTRY 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY toall Capricorn and Aquarius" 
le including:- 
te Miller, Dick Feller & Tom Gribbin (2nd); 
Stephen Stills & Leon McAuliffe (3rd); 
Bobby Lord & Earl Scruggs (6th); Jack Greene, 
Leona Williams & Wilma Lee Cooper (7th); 
Joan Baez, Crystal Gayle & Roy Head (9th); Ray 
Price, Lawanda Lindsey & Bill Golden (12th); COMPILED 
Billy Walker & Billie Jo seco : er fi BY 
nnie Milsap & Jim Staffor f 
Sener Goldsboro (18th); Phil Everly & Dolly PETE SMITH 
Parton (19th); Slim Whitman (20th); Jim _ 


1985 C.M.A. AWARD WINNER 
“ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR” 


The only club appearance on his European tour 
will be in Manchester at the ‘International’ on 
January 30th 1986. This will be his only 

appearance in the North West. 


ON TOUR 


PILE 


Postal applications are being accepted NOW 


(cheque plus s.ae. to club). 
All tickets are priced £8.50 
Please Note:- Over 18's only. 
INTERNATIONAL Te! 061 224 5050 


THE INTERNATIONAL - 47 ANSON ROAD - MANCHESTER M14 SDE - 


@ HERE we are again at the start of another New Year. 
Time passes so quickly it’s almost frightening, 
especially so when one realises the number of 
friendships that seemed to begin only a short while ago, 
but are in fact several years old. ‘Country Rock Pile’ 
begins its tenth year this month and it doesn’t seem half 
that long, thanks to all the many friends I’ve made 
during this time. The beginning of a new year always 
causes me to reflect upon the last and 1986 is no 
exception. The highlight of last year, for me, was the 
tour by Ricky Skaggs. | found his shows to be the 
slickest and most entertaining | had ever witnessed. No 
wonder this guy was voted ‘Entertainer Of The Year’ 
and his band ‘Instrumental Group of The Year’ by the 
CMA. 


@ | was also greatly impressed by the high standard of 
many of our domestic acts and songwriters. Stu Page 
still remains, in my estimation, Britain’s top country 
singer and Jeannie T Pryce of Steppinstone fame is still 
my favourite songstress. 


But, 1985 had its share of disappointments too. Free 
Spirit decided to call it a day after struggling for 
recognition for so many years. The Wilburns, featuring 
Britain's finest contemporary girl singer, Ann Wilkinson, 
also refused to compromise their musical integrity and 
retired from the scene. Ken Harris & The Playboys 
disbanded after being among the top favourites for 
what seemed forever. Also, many bands changed their 
line-ups, for a variety of reasons. Some changes | 
approve of, others I'll bitterly condemn. 


@ On the recording front there was plenty of excellent 
material. To illustrate my particular favourites, I’ve 
compiled my own charts. 
American artistes: (1) Neil Young ‘Old Ways’ (Geffen). | 
played this one thirty-seven times over a period of three 
days; (2) Gail Davies ‘Where Is AWoman To Go’ (RCA), 
by far the best girl album of 1985. Pity the audience at 
Wembley didn’t give her a chance; (3) Ray Charles 
‘Friendship’ (CBS). The ‘King Of Soul’ now undoubtedly 
the ‘King Of Country Soul’. How could he miss with these 
_ ten brilliant duets; (4) Tom T Hall ‘Song In A Seashell’ 
(Mercury). Another album that has rarely been off my 
turntable. It’s so relaxing, it's unbelievable; (5) Bellamy 
Brothers ‘Best’ (MCA). One of the oldest and most 
popular forms of country music is the ‘Brothers Duet’. As 
a great fan of the pioneers, Karl & Harty, Mac & Bob, the 
Blue Sky Boys, | can really appreciate the Bellamys; 
(6) Ricky Skaggs ‘Family And. Friends’ (Sundown). It 
must seem strange to pick a Skaggs’ re-issue rather 
than, say, his ‘Favourite Country Songs' collection, but | 
feel that this record displays Ricky at his best; (7) Billy 
Walker ‘Precious Memories’ (Word). | selected this for 
three reasons. | like Billy Walker, | love gospel music and 
| adore real country; (8) Eagles ‘Best Of’ (Asylum). Like 
the reasons | gave for the Bellamy Brothers’ album, | 
love close harmony and the Eagles were the best of their 
time; (9) Joe Sun ‘The Sun Never Sets’ (Sonet). Joe Sun 
is great; (10) Southern Pacific ‘Southern Pacific’ 
(Warners). A new band with new ideas plus a whole lot of 
talent and experience. 


@ When looking at the recordings of British artistes it is 
hard to put together a ‘Top Ten’, as fewer acts are 
recording albums in favour of the cassette. Anyhow, 
here’s my thoughts on top albums by British artistes: 
(1) Wes McGhee ‘Thanks For The Chickens’ (TRP). 
Wes is the only British artiste to be performing 
exclusively tex-mex music. Take a listen to this and 
you'll see how he beats the border singers at their own 
game; (2) Various Artistes ‘The Sylvantone Showcase’. 
Fourteen fine songs; (3) Ray Lynam & Philomena 
Begley ‘Simply Devine’ (Ritz). It could be argued that 
this couple are in fact Irish. | don’t care, the album is 
‘simply devine’; (4) Hickory Lake ‘The End Is Not In 
Sight’ (E.B.). | think they're a great band; (5) Lash Lariat 
& The Longriders ‘Bitter Tears’ (Big Beat). Highly 
original and entertaining. 


Ibbotson & Mac Davis (21st); Doug Kershaw & 
Ray Stevens (24th); Claude Gray & Dave 
Rowland (26th); Buddy Emmons (27th); 

Bill Phillips (28th); Patsy Sledd (29th); Norma 
Jean, Jerry Bradley & Jeanne Pruett (30th). 


@ Wes McGhee - exclusively Tex-Mex 


@ Top cassettes by British Artistes: (1) Free Spirit ‘No 
Compromise’ (Free Spirit). Had this been released in 
America it would have been a huge success. Britain 
wasn’t ready for these guys; (2) Bob McKinlay ‘Country 
Tapestry’ (Fairview). McKinlay has yet to make a bad 
recording. Nashville Fever ‘Live At The H-Bar-C’ 
(Solo). A good example ofthe work of a band who are 
currently among the busiest in Britain; (3) Dillinger ‘One 
For The Road’ (Dillinger). Musically, this Bradford 
based foursome go from strength to strength and are 
quite adventurous with their material; (4) Pete Jones 
Outfit ‘The Pete Jones Outfit’ (Fairview). Not a national 
name, but this band made their debut with a very 
entertaining twenty tracker last year. Mel Hague ‘I've 
Turned The Corner’ ‘live’ recording (OGB). Just what 
you would expect. A man, his guitar and a hatful of great 
songs; (5) Shack Band ‘At Home’ (Fairview). Another 
debut effort by yet another fine North Country band 
making a national name for themselves. Spill The 
Beans ‘Spill The Beans’ (BMO), gives a good account 
of the two guys and a girl trio, who now seem to pack 
every venue they play. 


@ Enough of my retrospective review of 1985. Let’s 
take a look at some current news. 

Tony Andrews is considering hiring a keyboard player 
to add yet more dimension to his Raincheck . . . Former 
Free Spirit leader Mick Mills’ son Harvey, is picking with 
a band called Boss . . . Whiskery Dick are now a five 
piece. A beardless Anton and Rick have recruited lead 
guitar, steel and drums . . . Vern Gosdin has a cracker 
of an album available on import. ‘Time Stood Still’ 


(Compleat) features ‘Was It Just The Wine’, ‘For A 


Minute There’, ‘What A Price I’ve Paid’ (Pete Drake's 
steel wrenches every ounce of emotion out of these), 
‘Dim Lights, Thick Smoke’ and the old gospel tune 
‘Jesus Hold My Hand’. 


@ The Everly Brothers’ ‘Home Again’ (RCA import) 
contains re-issued material from the duo's quiet period, 
1969 to 1973. Tracks include ‘Poems, Prayers And 
Promises’, a cover of the John Denver hit ‘Cuckoo Bird’, 
‘Not Fade Away’ and ‘I’m On My Way Home Again’. 
Enjoyable stuff, with nice licks from Ry Cooder and John 
Sebastian. 


+ 


@ Another new wave country band with something to 
offer, in this case the voice of Steve Almaas, is Beat 
Rodeo. Their new album ‘Staying Out Late’ (I.R.S. 
import) offers such prime cuts as ‘She’s More’, ‘Just 
Good Friends’, ‘Mistake’, ‘Without You’ and ‘Not The Girl 
Who Loves Me’. 


® Whilst the American government seemed set to turn 
their back on the farmers in the biggest agricultural crisis 
in the ‘New World's’ history, Willie Nelson was in there 
fighting on their behalf. Country Willie has been busy 
arranging benefit concerts throughout the States and 
raised several million dollars to date for his ‘Farm Aid’ 
programme. 


@ Word Records, Europe’s largest Christian record 
company, has reached agreement with W H Smith, the 
chain store, to stock Word product. Recent Word 
released compilations include Johnny Cash, Slim 
Whitman, Glen Campbell and George Hamilton IV, plus 
the new Billy Walker album leased from Tall Texan. Also 
newly released by Word are a Series of double album 
tapes, priced £4.99. Of interest will be Tennessee Ernie 
Ford’s ‘He Touched Me’, coupled with ‘Swing Wide Your 
Golden Gate’, that marvellous album featuring the 
Jordanaires. 


@ The brains behind ‘The Highwayman’ Chips 
Moman, has created yet another piece of recording 
history, bringing together in the old Sun Studios on 706 
Union, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins and 
Roy Orbison to record an album and video. Backing 
musicians include Scotty Moore (formerly Elvis’ 
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guitarist) and pianoman Charlie Rich. The tracks are to 
be laid down on a mobile digital recording unit, the site 
was purely for atmosphere. 


@ Boxcar Willie did himself no harm at all by performing 
on the ‘Terry Wogan Show’ a few weeks ago. I’m sure 
the short duet with ‘OI Tel’ gathered Boxie many more 
fans. Your favourite hobo then made even more fans by 
singing a couple of numbers on ‘Pebble Mill At One’. On 
the same show the Boothill Foot-Tappers didn’t fare too 
well. 


@ {hear Stella Midgeley, lead guitarist/vocalist, has left 
Tony Andrews and Raincheck. 


® Carlene Carter, still awaiting a divorce from Nick 
Lowe, is back in Nashville to lay down a few tracks. 
Strange how divorce affects some people. 


@ Tour news: From Arizona Jimmy Lawton (13 Feb-20 
March); From Switzerland John Brack with his band 
(7-30 March); Texan Robert Joe Vandygriff, supported 
by Station Break (13 March-14 April); From Canada 
Dick Damron with the Roger Humphries Band 

(26 March-13 April); North Carolinans Carlton Moody & 
The Moody Brothers (26 March-30 April); Texas lady 
Avone Jones with the Kevin Duffy Band (9 May-1 June); 
Joe Sun & Solar System (1 May-15 June). Dates have 
yet to be finalised for Lore & The Legends, Freddy 
Weller, Roger Harris and Paul Richey. 


@ That's it for this month. 'Til next remember, there are 
stars in the Southern sky and Keep on Keepin’ On. 
Oh, by the way, A Happy New Year. 


QD) of On 
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NOTICE:- We are delighted to say Pete 


Smith’s ‘Country Questions’ column returns 


next month. 


Dear Editors 


| am writing to comment on Rick 
Nelson’s recent performance atthe 
Albert Hall. 


| am one of those people who grew 
up with rock ‘n’ roll and now | find 
that | enjoy country and western 
and rock equally. 


| did not for one minute expect Rick 
Nelson to perform country numbers, 
as the show was a ‘Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Revival’. However, | feel | must 
comment on the rather sterile 
performance by this artiste. 


While Rick sang his numbers 
competently and played very useful 
rhythm guitar, | feltthat there was a 
complete lack of warmth in his 
performance. 


| would have thought that an artiste 
who has had his share of ups and 
downs over the years would have 
been lifted by a nearly full Albert 
Hall, as were the Everly Brothers 
during their reunion concert and Del 
Shannon during the Rick Nelson 
Show. 


| have never read any in depth 
articles concerning Rick Nelson and 
| would be interested if any readers 
could comment on this artiste’s 
disposition. 


Yours faithfully 


Tony Wrighton Edwards 
Flat6 

19 Molyneux Street 
London W1. 
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Dear Editors 


| was quite impressed on hearing 
the Wembley line-up and | went to 
bed and had adream. It was Easter 
1986 and they ALL turned up! It 
could only be a dream! But, how 
about the reality? Will Jones, 
Jennings and Cash all make it? 
Why not? After all, they have 
before. So, how about Lacy J 
Dalton, Rex Allen JR. etc? Will the 
fans get their money’s worth next 
Easter? 


| believe the best seats now cost 
£60 for a three day ticket. It’s not 
worth booking anything less as, 
what's the point in going if you have 
to use binoculars all the time tosee 
who’s on stage? | know, I’ve done 
it! 

| wish | could believe in fairy tales, 
but over the years | have become a 
hardened cynic and experience has 
been my teacher. 


As for there being ‘something for 
everyone’ in the announced line. 
up, this is not so. Where's the 
modern bluegrass, (eg Ricky 
Skaggs ‘The Master’) or other 


lesser known groups such as Doyle : 
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Lawson & Quicksilver, The Boys 
From Indiana, The Dry Branch Fire 
Squad, The Johnson Mountain 
Boys? When are we going to get 
some good country music here 
that’s still alive and kicking, instead 
of the so-called legends who are 
well on the downhill slope and only 
survive because of well promoted 
nostalgia by the media? 


So, if | do choose to go to Wembley 
next year, | shall be selective and 
only choose one or two of the three 
days, hoping to feel satisfied with 
what | get (which will be quite 
different from the present line-up I’m 
sure)! 

All the best and keep up the good 
work. : 

Yours sincerely 

Diana Richardson 

Huntingdon 
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Dear Editors 

In reflecting on my recent tour of the 
UK, | find myself in a feeling of 
humbleness when | think of all the 
fabulous people that | was able to 
meet this time around. 


Some of the shows | did were to 
‘sold out’ audiences, some were to 
‘crowds’ that left one to wonder if 
country music was still alive in 
some parts of Britain. However, 
regardless of the number of 
‘punters’, everyone we met 
(everywhere we went), made 
myself, Cathy and our children 
Darren and Shelley, feel as though 
they were as happy to see us as we 
felt to be there. 


| hope that! was able to radiate and 
communicate my gratitude to my 
supporters, while | was touring the 
length and width of England. 
However, | would like (by way of 
‘Country Music Round Up’) to, once 
again, give a warm and sincere 
‘Thank you’ to each of the 
proprietors, committees and 
organisers who made the 
presentations of the show to the 
public possible, the radio and press 
personalities who gave their time to 
interview me and/or to play my 
records before, during and since my 
tour. 


| also want to thank you and your 
Staff at C.M.R.U. fora terrific write up 
on my life in your September issue 
and the kind reviews by your 
reporters on my last tour dates. 
More importantly, thank you for 
continuing to keep the country 
music fans so efficiently informed 
about what is going on behind the 
scenes, as well as in front of the 
curtain in country (many times my 
first awareness of some events in 
America comes from reading your 
Paper). Keep up the good work! 
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Certainly not last or least, ‘Thank 
you’ to each of you who were at my 
concerts. The gifts and awards that 
you bestowed on myself and my 
family will always have their place in 
our hearts and in our home. 


| plan to return to Britain in 1986, but 
until then, | hope that you, your staff 
and all of the C.M.R.U. readers 
around the world, have a great 
Holiday Season and the most 
successful New Year ever. 


Wesley Parker 
Post Office Box 149 
Avis, Pennsylvania USA 17721 
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Dear Editors 


It has come to my notice recently, 
some of your correspondents are 
still describing our beloved music, 
‘country and western’. To enlighten 
them, this terminology went out of 
usage about twenty years ago as 
all true followers of ‘Country Music’ 
will confirm. ‘Western Swing’ yes, 
but please don’t trail our music into 
a backwoods. We must go forward 
to progress and using the afore- 
mentioned terms will not help. It is 
simply ‘Country Music’ in which 
ever form it takes. 

Yours faithfully 

Jackie McCartney 

26 Old Irish Highway 
Newtownabbey Northern Ireland. 
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Dear Editors 


Just a short note following the 
comment in the last issue by Jean 
Earle. The ‘Farm Aid’ Concert was 
shown at a late hour on two 
consecutive weeks, the first of 
which being advertised as a 
‘Country Special’ in more than one 
paper, however resulting in nothing 
of the sort. Even watching until past 
1 am only revealed a diet of heavier 
rock music. 

The second week just had to be 
seen after all that and was definitely 
worthwhile, although the unknown 
(?) Benny Raitt had the same clip 
shown both weeks. 


However, more to the point made 
previously, | wonder how many 
people managed to catch the in- 
depth feature at half past midnight 
on the World Service recently about 
Britain’s best group Colorado. With 
interviews about their background 
and future hopes, it was definitely 
worth a listen, but | only stumbled 
across it half asleep, after the news. 
Does this sum up the sort of publicity 
for country music in Britain these 
days? 

It should be said that all the BBC 
country Dus do a great job, not 
forgetting that David Allen has a 
World Service spot during the week, 


Neil Bellers 71 Marvels Lane 
Grove Park London 
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ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


1986 WORTHING 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
TALENT CONTEST 


A few dates leftia 19 
"(24-Hour SEW i O38 


@ ENTRY forms are now 
available for next year’s (the third) 
Country Music Talent Contest, held 
at Worthing. 
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SEASONS > * (i 
GREETINGS 


@ This is a national country 
music talent contest that takes 
place over the May Day Bank 
Holiday Weekend (Saturday 3 May 
and Sunday 4 May). There are 
separate categories for bands and 
solos/duos. 


@ The organiser, Neil from 

Coppendale says, ‘The only initial 7 
requirements are that acts are International 
British and are serious. Time 

wasters are not wanted and drum cabaret 


machines are discouraged.’ 


and recording 
artiste 


@ Entry forms are now available 
from 

Neil Coppendale, Rosslyn House, 
Rosslyn Avenue, Shoreham-by- 
Sea, Sussex, BN4 6WJ. 

Tel: (07917) 62525. 


DERRY 
GOES WEST 


@ IRISH artiste Pat Derry may 
long remember 1985 as a turning 
point in his career. Response to 
his Scottish tour last year, saw this 
amiable giant voted ‘Touring Act 


Of The Year’ by members of the 
Scottish Country Music Fellowship SH AG COUMMOR 


booking for 1986 (0761) 416288 
WAKA KKAKKKKKKKKK 
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and his return this coming March 
looks like it will be greatly 
welcomed. 


@ Meanwhile Pat Derry is in the 
studio laying tracks for his own 
latest album, set for release to 
co-incide with the March Scottish 
tour and another personal 
invitation has reached him, this 
time to appear at Bob Everhart’s 
“Old Tyme Country Music Festival’ 
in Avoca, lowa, USA, in the 
autumn. Pat will accompany Irish 
country lady Greta Elkin, who 
made a huge impact with the 
audience during her 1985 
appearance at the same festival. 


“CAMPUS 
COUNTRY’S’ 
FIVE YEARS 


@ ‘CAMPUS Country’. the weekly 
country music programme from _ 
University Radio Airthrey, which 
first broadcast on 22 November 
1980. celebrated its fifth birthday 
with two special broadcasts on 
Friday. 22 November 1985. 


WANT A GOOD NIGHT 

IN YOUR CLUB. BOOK 

SHAG CONNORS 

GO HOME LAUGHING. 
(0454) 778880 


7 
: 


@ The regular ‘Campus Country’, 
heard on Friday nights between 8- 
10 pm. found host Stewart Fenwick 
casting a backwards glance over 
the programme’s history and 
playing tracks from the top ten 
most featured albums on the 
programme. 


@ Joining the-celebrations was 
Dick Barrie, presenter of the 
popular Sunday lunchtime ‘Barrie 
Country’ programme on Radio 
Forth. 
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MEETING 
THE FLYING 
BURRITO 
BROTHERS 


Sean Doherty. 


@ IT was early November last 
year when | found myself enjoying 
quite an interesting day with the 
Flying Burrito Brothers, though not 
everything went as it was planned. 


@ First off, when | went to the 
wondertul port of Dover to meet 
the band, | ended up spending 
quite a time casting my eyes over 
the decor, the walls and ceiling . 
and various charming female 
assistants at the Townsend 
Torenson desk before | realised 
that | might have missed them. 
Checking with Slatters Hotel, 
Canterbury, my suspicions were 
confirmed. Seemed a good plan to 
go home, maybe | would have 
better luck tomorrow. 


@ The following morning | arrived 
at their hotel at a reasonably early 
time, but they were still in bed. 
When they finally emerged and | 
spoke with both them and their 
tour promoter Willem Tijssen over 
breakfast, they appeared to be 
quite a crazy bunch. They certainly 
had the waiter running around. 


@ We spent the rest of the 
morning in historic Canterbury. 
The Cathedral, the city walls are 
all things we ‘locals’ take for 
granted. We also checked out an 
‘Our Price’ record store, to see if 
they stocked any Burrito Brothers 
records. They didn’t, nor did they 
have any Greg Harris records, 
though they did have a new LP just 
released called ‘Texas Funeral’ by 
a band called John Wayne. As Jim 
Goodall the drummer with the 
Burritos is featured on this we got 
the shop to play a track or two. The 
record is getting a lot of reaction 
from the music press. It ain’t 
country, although this shop have it 
filed in their country section. 


@ The afternoon was spent doing 
sound checks at the Kings Hall and 
| had a chance to marvel at the 


musicianship of these guys. It was 
also my first chance to see Sneaky 
Pete play his steel guitar. We 
grabbed some tea before the 
evening show. 


@ The Burritos were, by usual 
standards, loud, but they were in 
fact quieter than normal. They are, 
after all, a country rock band and 
have masses of energy in their 
music, which is very infectious (1 
expect Mick Green might comment 
‘so is Aids’). They play loud rock, 
yet handle the slow ballad with 
ease and they play some ‘mean’ 
bluegrass. 


@ | liked Greg's fiddle and banjo 
playing and what can be said about 
Sneaky Pete? He is not like any 
Steelie | have ever seen. For the 
muso readers, he plays a Fender 
single eight string, which is about 
twenty years old and uses a cable 
system to raise and lower the 
strings. The steel has been rebuilt 
(quite considerably) to build in 
such things as a phasor, distortion 
graphic equaliser etc. His style of 
playing seems to me more akin to 
a rock guitarist and is quite 
dazzling. He plays through two 
Peavey Session 500s in stereo, 
though in the States he uses two 
Session 400s. He also uses a 
Goodrich volume pedal. 


@ Skip Batten plays a nice bass 
guitar and adds lovely harmony to 
Greg’s voice. 

Last, but not least, Jim Goodall 
provides a solid drum sound for 
the band. Jim was telling me that 
since joining the Burritos, he has 
been much in demand for stand-in 
work around Hollywood, where he 
now lives. Apparently, the band he 
plays with when not touring with 
the Burritos feature mainly chart 
country music, which they have to 
keep up with and can’t avoid 
playing. 

They reckon that, in Greg Harris, 
they have the nearest thing they 
have ever had to the now 
legendary Gram Parsons and a 
band sound that is very near the 
original Burrito sound. 


@ It was a good night for 
nostalgia and Burrito fans. 


INTO THE FUTURE xxxxx 


@ WITH the planet’s top country stars visiting the quaint little village of Lancashire in the city of England, as 
part of their mini tour of Europe, it came as no surprise when my ‘Global Executive Editor’, ‘Lord Colin Kettle’ 
contacted me on my pocket video phone with instructions to review the show for C.M.R.U., known throughout 


the galaxy as ‘Country One’. 


@ | beamed myself into my seat in 
the press box for the start of the 
show. Being a fan of the great Gay 
Coyote & The Country Queens and 
being Wednesday (the start of the 
weekend), | was delighted with my 
task. | was ready for the break from 
visiting the local country music 
clubs and their constant 
presentation of old-time country 
‘has beens’ like Alabama, Coe, 
Jennings, Skaggs, Greenwood, 
Hank Jr., Kenny, Willie and Dolly 
etc. | was equally bored with the 
local pub and street corner social 
club acts like George & Tammy, 
Haggard, Mo & Joe, Paycheck and 
Don Williams etc. 


@ My personal ‘Box’ seat was 
(despite having an award winning 
pencil), of the usual poor standard 
that is normally reserved for the 
press. Brushed velvet with 
eiderdown filled cushions. The 
minimal fixtures included just a 
multi-drinks dispenser, cigars and 
lighter, several video ‘phones, 


personal headphones and a built in 
TV. (Itcan be really trying at times). 


When will the big time promoters 
learn that reviewers are human 
beings and deserve to be treated 
as such? My heart went out toa 
local broadcaster who was sat a 
couple of seats up from me. His 
Irish coffee was served without his 
‘After Eights’. (What an insult to his 
pride). I'll bet this liberty was taken 
because he only worked for the 
British TV Twenty-Four Hours 
Country Service. This would never 
happen to the World Service lot, 
who always get a seat in the Royal 
Box! 


@ Itwas show time. The 100,000 
seater Astradome plunged into 
sudden darkness, punctuated by a 
solitary laser spotlight playing 
gently on the glittering face of 
country music's biggest star Gay 
Coyote, who, with intricate verve, 
opened with his multi-million hit 
‘Bye Bye Sexual’, closely followed 
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Mick Green gives the 
lowdown on the hoedown of the 
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COUNTRY MUSIC EVENTS 


@ TO use the word ‘best’ is usually a statement that can be 
argued with, because, normally, it is purely an opinion. But, in 
this case, as the ‘best’ | am writing about is Tony Best and the 
country music events are the ones he organises, then the 
heading cannot even be questioned. 


@ Tony has been involved in country 
music as a performer for many years 
and, pound for pound, has to be the 
best value that money can book! 
(Whether | mean £ for £ or Ib. for Ib. | 
leave to the reader). 

But, about three or four years ago, he 
started to get involved in putting on 
specialist country music events for his 
club members at the Pontin’s Sand 
Bay Camp every autumn and the 
popularity of those events spread so 
much he now has a series of specials 
that cover virtually the whole of the 
year. 


SPECIALISES ON THE 
MUSIC SIDE 


@ When he started with these events, 
Tony claims he didn’t try to compete 
with what Pontins were presenting. 
Instead he set about promoting a 
country music festival where the 
emphasis was fully on country MUSIC, 
not on the fringe activities. Therefore, 
it basically follows that his shows 
were aimed at being ‘in concert’ 


settings, any dancing taking place late © 


at night. There are no shoot-outs, 
trilogies, gun-fire and, | suppose one 
has to say, apart from the solo or duos 
in the bar, not such a variety of 
entertainment choice. 


To be fair, this may not suit everybody, 
as country fans like to dance and 
partake of the other activities. But, at 
his Scarborough event, you do get | 
eleven-plus hours of country 
entertainment every day! There are, of 
course, talent competitions, square 
dancing, plus inter-club quizzes, good 
trade stands and a variety of sporting 
activities (for those who are so 
inclined). This means events are 


with ‘Smoke, Smoke, Smoke That 
Panama Red’. The Astradome 
burst into a sea of cavalcading light, 
to reveal the all-action Country 
Queen, who had taken their places 
behind their megastar leader. The 
100,000 devoted witnesses voiced 
their adulation with an ear splitting 
roar of approval. Gay and the Boys 
smiled back. 


® Gay, with a flick of his long blond, 
sequinned hair, which hung like a 
palomino stallion’s mane from 
beneath his rhinestone studded 
cowboy’s hat, paused only to wave 
a diamond clustered hand in the 
direction of the tour promoter 
Mervin Jeffrey Blockford, who was 
sat centre front in the Royal Box, 
surrounded by the other heads of 
state and the inter-galactical media. 
The mighty band ripped into the top 
award winning ‘Queer At The Silver 
Dollar’, followed by the powerful 
‘Great, Great Grass At Home’. 


@ Atthis point Gay left the stage to 


aimed at the fullest possible holiday 
atmosphere. But, you are not allowed 
to forget that the whole concept is 
hinged on COUNTRY MUSIC . That's the 
country music gospel ‘accordion’ to 


Tony Best and it seems there’s an ever- 


growing number of disciples. 


1986 EVENTS 


The March weekend at the Norbreck 
Castle Hotel is already fully sold out. 
However, the Best Leisure All Star 
Country Music Gala Week at Wallis’s 
Supercentre, Cayton Bay, 
Scarborough, (17-24 May) still has 
limited vacancies. This camp holds 


about one thousand people, self- 


catering in villas, bungalows and 28ft 
mains caravans. All types of 
accommodation have colour TV, fully 
equipped kitchens and bathrooms etc. 
and the names of the acts are too 
numerous to mention here. 


@ It looks as though country music 
fans are currently spoilt for choice with 
residential country events and I’m sure 
that organisers now know they have to 
be competitive to stay in business. 
Pontins, Ladbrokes and Butlins etc., 
have their specials again and they all 
look great value for money. | have not 
personally attended any of the ‘best’ 
events, but, judging by reports from the 
bands and a lot of the fans | have 
spoken to, plus the healthy state of the 
advance bookings, there is clearly 
going to be a fair demand for these 
“Music Emphasis Events’. 


Best Leisure introduces country music 
to a German beer festival (9-13 June). 
£149 will get you five days (that 
includes your coach travel to Germany) 
half board in a hotel, giant barbecue, 
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some of your favourite British country 
entertainers, plus the beer festival 
specials! Certainly a bit different, this 
one! 


@ July 1986 will see two further 
weekends at the Norbreck Hotel, 
Blackpool (4-6 July and 11-13 July). A 
modest £49.45 includes full meals 


GAY COYOTE 


AND THE COUNTRY QUEENS - 
LIVE AT THE ROCHDALE ASTRADOME 


Brian Ahern. 


powder his nose and line up the 
coke for his band, whilst the CQs 
featured the electric hammer 
dulcimer and the twelve string pedal 
banjo in the haunting instrumental 
‘Help Me Take It Through The 
Night’. Gay returned to run through 
a medley of his greatest video hits, 
including ‘Vampit On The Ground’, 
Your My Breast End’, ‘He’ll Have To 
Grow’ and ‘Rolling Up My Sweet 
Baby’s Arms’, climaxing an 


_unforgettable night of today’s 


country music with his latest offering 
‘Crystal Ginger Beers’. 


!nen he was gone, like a meteor off 
into the night, leaving his audience 
numb with pleasure and completely 
devastated with delight at the mere 
thought of the honour of witnessing 
the pure genius of Gay Coyote and 
The Country Queens, the country 
music giants of the age. 
@ | left my seat in the press box to 
collect my personally video-taped 
interview which was waiting for me 
in the press office. In the linked 
corridor between the theatre and 
the press office, | momentarily 
paused to reach into my pocket fora 


from Friday dinner until Sunday lunch, 
with good entertainment all weekend. 
Judging by the speed the March one 
sold out, you had ‘best’ get in quickly. 
It's back to Scarborough 

(27 September-4 October), fora similar 
week to the May one. 

So, these are the ‘best’ country 
specials planned for 1986. 


loose £20 coin to throw into the hat 
of a young busker no more than 
sixteen years of age. He was pickin’ 
on a beaten ol’ guitar whilst singing 
those sad songs of Jimmie Rodgers 
and Hank Williams. | thought it was 
rather strange that an out of work 
youngster should have to beg in this 
day and age. 


@ Then | felt a gentle tug on my 
sleeve. It was the young busker. He 
smiled and handed me the £20 coin 
back with the comment, ‘I don’t want 
your money mister, just lend me 
your ears. | learned these songs 
from my Grandfather's record 
collection and promised him before 
he passed away that | would sing 
them for people for free at all 
country music meetings. In fact, me 
~and my mates meet up every week 
to sing and play these old songs and 
it’s getting very popular among 
People of our age group. We are 
even starting our own monthly 
paper. Tell me mister, do you 
remember my Grandad? He wrote a 
column called the North West of 
England. ‘Course he was a proper 
country music fan in them days. I'll 
bet you don’t remember him. His 
name was Brian Ahern’?!! 


a 
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LATEST ALBUM 
For that ideal gift that is a must for every household, — 
this most desirable and highly acclaimed, latest album by 
Wesley Parker, entitled ‘I'll Take You There Again’. 


It is at present. only available from, 


Maingrove Enterprises, 45 Brook Road, Shanklin, Isle of Wight, P037 7LD. 
Tel: (0983) 866601. 


Available on album or cassette, price £5.50, to include P&P. 


TOP SOLO 
COUNTRY 
ENTERTAINER 


Bookings:- 
(0244) 813009 


! would like to thank the 
B.C.M.A. members for voting 
me ‘Female Singer Of The Year’ 
and to wish all my fans, friends, 
DJs and promoters, a Very 
Happy New Year. | look forward 
to meeting you all in 1986. 


PHILOMENA BEGLEY 


SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 


SUPER NEW 
ae COUNTRY 
Kathleen Cahill ALBUM 
54 Balally Avenue 


Dublin 16 
Ireland. 
Tel: (0001) 986548 


Every month we are now 
offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 
album in our monthly draw. If 
you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal, don’t 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 


FREE DRAW 
But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 
subscription rates see elsewhere in 
PTL this publication. 


LOUISIANA 
HELLRAISERS 


First Time South 
From Scotland 

say thank you to all who 

made them welcome on their recent 
short tour of London. 
LOOK FORWARD TO BEING AT 
C.M.R.U."S 4TH HOUSE PARTY 
AT EASTER. 


COUNTRY 
SAILOR 


(0536) 69094 


AUTHENTIC 
COUNTRY 
SINGER 


COUNTRY MUSIC _— 
ROUND UP 


This month's winning new 
subscription entry in our free 
draw is 
Mr Bernard Atkinson 
15 Thirlmere Walk 
Goole 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 


Mr Atkinson wins 
“Sweet Memories’, the latest 
album from Sue Thompson. 


DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 
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There are many hundreds of small (some not so small) country music clubs and country and western clubs throughout Britain, * 


is used outside the home, then a 
different set of rules apply. The TV 
licence issued by the BBC merely 


providing entertainment in various forms at various frequency (ie. weekly, monthly), ata variety of venues. It seems that all most 
potential organisers think they have to do is contact an artiste or their favourite local act, book the local hall, print tickets and off 


you go. But, is it... are Britain’s CMC’s, even charity show presenters, operating illegally and depriving talented composer authorises you to receive the 

musicians and singer songwriters of their due rewards.? C.M.R.U. feels that many are and so we here under provide a few relevant facts . . . signals they transmit for your own 
enjoyment and provides the BBC 
with its revenue. Once you give 

TH Fe PER FORMI NG R i GHT @ Composers and authors of @ Annual blanket licence fees, @ PRS employs local licensing those transmissions a public 


SOCIETY - WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 


@ COPYRIGHT law covers a wide range of material, literary, artistic 
and musical performances. The Performing Right Society is an 
association of authors, composers and publishers of music, which was 
founded in 1914 to administer the right of public performance granted 
to the creators of music under copyright legislation. 


@ Copyright automatically comes 
into existence as soon as a 
composer writes music down or 
records it on tape, lasts for the 
composer's lifetime and for fifty 
years after the end of the year in 
which the composer died. Almost 
all music in popular demand, even 
country, folk and serious music, is 
in copyright. The possession of a 
record or tape or of sheet music, 
does not entitle you to give that 
music a public airing. Without a 
licence, musicians or other 
performers cannot give 
performances of others’ copyright 
music on your premises. The 
Entertainment licence issued by 
the local authority does not give 
you the right to perform music on 
your premises, but is simply to 
protect local amenities and ensure 
public safety. 


ee 


é 


@ Under the terms of the 
Copyright Act (1956), you must 
obtain the permission of the 
copyright music. ‘Performances’ 
can be by musicians or vocalists, 
records or tapes, film or video, 
radio or television. ‘In Public’ 
means anywhere outside your 
normal domestic circle. In other 
words - the composer's public. 
So, performances in clubs, hotels, 
restaurants, even shops or 
factories, are classed as public, 
even if the audience is confined to 
club members, hotel guests or 
employees. This applies whether or 
not any charge is made for 
admission, whether the performers 
(if any) are paid and by whatever 
means the performance is given. 
Permission must still be obtained. 
This consent is usually granted in 
return for a royalty fee. 


W\ WU ‘EXTRA’ “So 
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music depend for their living on the 
income they can get from the sale or 
use of their products (for example, 
in the same way as publicans earn 
their living by selling food and 
drink). It is understandable that 
composers should feel entitled to 
something in return for their efforts, 
especially if someone else is 
benefitting from their talents. 


@ |t would be impossible for you to 
try to ask permission from each 
copyright owner each time a piece 
of music was due to be performed 
on your club premises. Similarly, 
individual writers cannot keep track 
of all the times their songs are 
performed throughout the world, 
sometimes literally thousands of 
times a day. 


~ Some form of ‘clearing house’ is 


therefore necessary. The PRS 
performs this function. Membership 
of the Society includes virtually all 
British and Irish composers and, 
through reciprocal agreements 
throughout the world with other such 
societies, the works of over 500,000 
individual copyright owners. 
Furthermore, over 175,000 places 
of entertainment are licensed by 
PRS. The Society is non-profit 
making, so all the royalties which it 
collects are distributed to its 
members after deducting only its 
administration costs, normally about 
17%. 


International Recording and TV Artistes 


GERRY FORD & GAMBLER 


From Ireland, Multi Award Winning Artistes 


THE COTTON MILL BOYS Pius 


which cover the performance of all 
the millions of titles which the PRS 
controls, are charged according to 
one of over fifty different tariffs, 
depending on the type of premises 
involved. There are different 
charges for using a tape or record 
player, video, juke box, radio or TV 
PRS acts on behalf of all its 
composer and publisher members 
when it negotiates tariffs for the use 
of its repertoire. In some cases, 
where it has not been possible to 
reach agreement, music users can 
refer their case to the Performing 
Rights Tribunal, which was 
established under the 1956 
Copyright Act to settle disputes 
between licensing bodies and 
licensees. 


@ The Society grants licenses to 
the owner or proprietor of premises 
on which music is to be performed, 
rather than to the performers. 
Licences cover both ‘Live’ 
performances and those by 
mechanical means, which covers 
juke boxes, radios, televisions, 
record and tape players and video 
players. In return for the licence, it 
requires the submission of 
completed ‘Declaration Of Live 
Music Performed’ forms, carrying 
all details of the writer, publisher, 
title, etc., of the music performed. 
This is to enable the money it 
collects to be distributed as fairly 
and efficiently as possible. 


\ 
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inspectors throughout the UK, 
whose job it is to ensure that 
members’ music is not played in 
public without a licence. The 
Society recognises that most 
people who play music without a 
licence are unknowing law breakers 
and, indeed, that vast majority of 
music users willingly take out a 
licence once their legal obligations 
are explained to them. The 
licensing inspectors identify 
themselves immediately to the 
prospective licensee and do not 
make a surreptitious entry. They do 
not normally collect any money from 
licensees, who are invoiced a few 
weeks after the inspector has 
visited them. Remember, you 
always have a choice. You do not 
have to pay the licence fee if you 
decide to stop using copyright 
music. 


@ The Society's most important 
licensees in the UK are the BBC and 
the programme contractors to the 
IBA, all of whom are licensed for 
their broadcasts. These licences do 
not cover performances by radios or 
TVs in shops, pubs or hotels, even 
village halls, for which a PRS 
licence is needed. Many people 
have the impression that having 
paid the BBC for a TV licence, their 
responsibilities end there. This is 
true as far as domestic premises are 
concerned, but once that television 


performance, then you must obtain 
a licence in respect of the copyright 
music involved. The same, of 
course, applies to radio. 


@ Tosum up, a licence from the 
Performing Right Society is 
necessary if you use music in any 
of the following ways:- 
Background music system, juke 
box, radio, television, piano 
(whether for featured performance 
by a musician or even impromptu 
performances by customers), live 
performers, discos, films and 
videos in respect of the music 
involved. 


@ The licence fee is only small 
and, by paying it, you are helping to 
ensure that the composers and 
publishers of the music you use are 
receiving some reward for their 
efforts and so helping to ensure the 
future of this country’s musical 
heritage. If you would like to know 
more about PRS, aselection of free 


_ explanatory leaflets are available 


from the Publications and 
Information Department, 

29/33 Berners Street, London 

W1P 4AA. Tel: 01 580 5544. 

If you wantto ask specifically about 
a licence, please get in touch with 
the General Licensing Department 
at the same address and ask for the 
licensing officer for the area in 
which your premises are situated. 


Fill in the form below and return it to the address shown elsewhere in this 
advertisement, including your deposit of £20 per person (non refundable). 
Insurance available on request, either for individuals, or as a group. 


PASSPORTS REQUIRED. NON U.K. PASSPORT HOLDERS CHECK 
WITH SWEDISH EMBASSY ref. VISA. 
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| COUNTRY MUSIC CRUISE TO SWEDEN ! 


~U |ABOARD DFDS SEAWAYS LUXURY LINER: 


| Individual/Group Leader's Name ....... 


THE PETE RYAN COUNTRY BAND 
KENTUCKY RAIN 
JOHN C KING 


For this special weekend, we offer you:- - 

Country music and dancing featuring top country artistes, for three days, aboard a luxury liner. 

Depart Harwich Friday 31 January 1986, 16.30 hours, en route to Gothenburg, in luxury 

4 berth cabins with shower/toilet. (2 berth cabins for an additional supplement). Amenities 

aboard include sauna and bar, cinemas showing current films, night club/disco until 3 am, 
restaurant and cafeteria (food and drink not included in the price) and duty free supermarket. 

On arrival in Gothenberg on Saturday, you will disembark for your guided sightseeing and 
shopping tour of the city. On return to the ship, a second night of top country entertainment. There 

will be valuable prizes to be won for the ‘Best Dressed Westerners’. Sunday, a relaxing morning 

with more country music and the raffle will be drawn, with plenty of fabulous prizes. Dock Harwich 


Address ............. Ae : FP yn Rak oS | | 


Post Code ....... 


..... No. in Party 


' Telephone No................... 


| For groups two or more, please attach details of persons in group/party. 
| There will be a reduction of £8.00 if coaching is not required. 


8 Sandy Lane 
Pamber Heath 
Nr. Basingstoke Hants. RG26 6PA 


(0734) 666712 
(0735) 66900 


uick Tour Ltd. 


Sunday 2 February 1986, (S:30 NOUS (EDBTON) FG Se PP ei ean Se ic re 8 oe Ni ee 
| 
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COACHING AVAILABLE FROM Wee ; 
(included in the price):-— | iat mares =vesiiio eee 
Bamninghiarn (Brighton, Cambdoe, { surance ... Yes/No Group/Individual 
Derby, Leicester, London, Coaches also available on payment | ecryee : 
Novifartpton, Nefrighern’ Gl; ofsupploriani fom North East (Vark. \ lenclose cheque/PO for €.......... made payable to Quick Tour Ltd: | 
Reading. Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle etc.). Booking to:- I i] 
Booking Accounts Dept. @ QP ’Slgned 2 Ag hee. tons tke eh ore Soca RCL aa oe ee | 
| 
| 
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LONDON SCENE 


By Tony Anderson 


Looking back on the year which 
started with Lee Greenwood 
making a quickie visit to Britain and 
also heralded the advent of the 
100th edition of ‘Round Up’, 
certainly a highlight for all 
concerned with it I’m sure. It was 
also the year though, when we 
witnessed the final curtain call on 
quality groups like Pinto, Free 
Spirit, The Playboys and Kentucky 
Country. Hopefully there is only a 
temporary hold on Jenny Speller, 
and Ed Pearson is now with 
Spellbound, ‘keeping ’em country’. 
Health was also a point in which we 
hope 1986 is better for stalwarts 
Reg Haynes, John Ryan, Joe 
Curtis, Alan Murray, Lonnie 
Donegan, Jon Derek and the 
effervescent Froggie, who 
provided two of the year’s top spots 


Also on a sad note, it was the year 
we saw the closure of Jeff 
Coomber’s Dartford club, the New 
Cowboy Lodge anda short break at 
Roy Cooper’s Deri club, although 
this is now back and hopefullv 
thriving and new clubs did come on 


the scene. The Ski Laird and Joan 
Dawson venture at the Valley and 
the Railway at Wealdstone, while 
the ‘Theatres’ seemed slightly more 
interested in country last year, the 
Old Vic going western with ‘Jack & 
The Beanstalk’, the West End 
putting on ‘Pump Boys & Dinettes 
and Hank Wangford proving that 
‘Chaps’ are not only an alternative 
to ‘gels’. 


WHAT’S BEEN 
HAPPENING? 


@ |t was celebration night at Ray 
and Bernie Blow’s Silver Dollar at 
Norbury, when West Virginia 
performed four sets for this Eighth 
Anniversary Special. A performance 
that never lagged and was ideal for 
this special occasion. 

The evening also saw presentations 
to club helpers Barbara and Kathie, 
of floral tributes. They didn't forget 
Evelyn either (Manageress of the 
venue). It was during the break of 
one set that Ray and Bernie coerced 
me into auctioneering a couple of 
items, a painting by club member 
Carol and a model stage coach by 
another male member whose name 
| did not get, although | was informed 


he was over forty. Together we 
raised a sum of £58 for club funds. 


@ Unfortunately, 1985 will not go 
out on a high note, for yours truly 
was due to be hospitalised, but it 
was cancelled after | took the 
opportunity to have the car also 
medically treated when | was 
supposedly ‘horse-de-compact’. 
So, left to limp along without my 
wheels, my apologies to venues 
expecting visits, especially the Deri 
Club where Firewater were 
appearing. Sorry, Jim. We'll catch 
up again and | did enjoy your short 
set at the Orchard. 


@ My quick visit to the Valley Club 
saw Country Tracks playing without 
a Welshman in sight, although they 
boast names like Gwyn Jones 
(vocals/guitar), Mark Morgan 
(bass), Pete Lewis (drums), with 
more Anglised members Terry 
Keating (steel guitar/vocals) and 
Pat Wright (fiddle). This five piece to 
give the sparse crowd the right 
sound to make absent members 
sorry they missed out. 

Regular attenders at this club are 
Mick and Julie Byrne. Mick’s still 
eulogising about that Gerry Hogan 
steel guitar weekend at Newbury. 


Also visiting that evening was 
bluegrass fanatic Frankie Hughes, 
just back from his trip to Montreal in 
company with the sister of grapple 
and grunt favourite Billy Two Rivers, 
while not to be omitted was one of 
my favourite disco DJs, Cliff 
Stevens with his Kenny Rogers 
look-a-like companion Ted Snipp. 


PASS THE CONDIMENTS 


@ 1986 sees the emergence of the 
Salt Box Band on the country scene 
(but, haven't | seen those faces 
before)? Whatever happened to 
Whitewater? No, you haven't got 
double vision, it’s just that the boys 
are changing their name and, yes 
I'm sure Fred Johnson, Kevin 
Collins, Adrian Leonard and Ricky 
Kent will be ‘peppering’ up the 
scene around the clubs during the 
coming months. | wonder how long 
it will be before someone writes that 
The Salt Box Band are ‘mustard’. | 
ask you, what a ‘sauce’. 


ODDS AND SOLUBLES 


@ Chris Cody, ex Whitewater, has 
just released a new single of his 
own on Headcorn, titled ‘Too Close 
For Comfort’, backed with ‘That 
Fool's Gold’. Try and get a copy, 
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REGIONAL 
newsline... 


it’s very good . . . Here’s a good 
night (you should read this in time). 
Erith’s Virginian Club on 

30 December have Stone Creek. 
Yes, the same that made such an 
impression at Peterborough, play 
their first appearance in 

London . . . Early imports from the 
US include Jimmy Lawton from mid 
February . . . North Cheam's 
Wagon Wheel has an impressive 
line-up for January with Pinkerton’s 
Colours, Homer, Hurricane Ridge 
and West Virginia making visits to 
the club on successive 

Fridays . . . Firewater see 1986 in 
at the Hilltop with a visit on 

1 Jan... Willows award winners 
for ‘Top Group’ were Homer, by a 
mile. hey visit the Harlow club on 

7 Jan... George Moody sees the 
year out at Rodings CWC, Onger, 
and on 2 Jan he plays the Deri, 
while Tony Aston’s Original 
Shades commence the year at the 
Willows . . . During this hectic 
holiday period those Honky Tonk 
Cowboys will be ushering in 1986 
at the Silver Dollar. 


The Stewart Brothers & First 
Chapter see the year out at 
Greenford Hall and two days later 
Play Kim and Bernie’s Palomino, a 


night which also sees John Ryan's 
Harrow club host to Firewater... A 
lot of country activity on the 31st 
December, with the Tee-Pee also 
holding a New Year's Eve shindig 
with the Hawk Country Band, while 
favourite group Rio will be doing the 
same at tne Railway, 

Wealdstone . . . Hope former 
Cutting Loose vocalist Dennis Bray 
is now well on the road to recovery 
following his slightstroke . . . Along 
way off, but one for your diary is 
Basildon’s Fourth Festvial in May. 
Artistes already booked include 
Teresita, Hickory Lake, Warren 
Reeves, Kentucky Rain, Bromford 
County, Brett, Homer, Honky Tonk 
Cowboys, Showboat, Country 
Echoes, Rio, Firewater, Syd 
Stevens & Rainbow County and 
Two's Company. Quite a list, 


@ Phew, it looks like a hectic 
holiday period. Hope you keep up 
the pace and manage to have that 
proverbial Happy New Year. Let’s 
make 1986 the ‘Year Country 
Clicks’. (How many times have we 
said that)? See you around and 
remember, info as usual to 

Tony Anderson, 40 Cole Close, 
Thamesmead, London, SE28 8AU. 
Tel: 01-310 2792. 


SOUTH EAST 


By Sean Doherty 


@ Acouple of ‘phone calls recently 
from people | have not heard from 
for a while. The first from ‘Rusty’ 
Douch, who apparently has got a 
new band together. They are now 
based in the West Country. It 
seems Rusty has spent a lot of time 
there recently rehearsing and 
getting things together and is very 
happy with the result. The line-up is 
Davey Fiddler (drums), Terry Silver 
(steel/banjo etc), Alan Knight 
(bass) and, of course, Rusty. The 
new band is Wild Silver, with Rusty 
retaining the ‘Wild’ from the Wild 
Bunch and the Silver coming from 
Terty’s surname. Davey and Alan 
are both Frank Yonco band exiles 
(mind you most musicians in that 
area seem to be). It is even 
rumoured that Frank Yonco will be 
back soon for a tour with the band 
providing support. The band were 
also down to provide the support 
for the Xmas (December) Jimmy 


Lawton tour, which could well be 
over by the time you read this. 


@ Rusty and the lads are also 
booked for the Butlins Weekend 
Festival at Bognor following next 
Easter. They are also scheduled to 
play the Deri CMC, Essex at the 
beginning of April, but have some 
dates free around that time, so if 
you are interested, call Rusty on 
01-476 1879. 

@ The other call was from Tony 
Griffin (remember ‘Blueberry 
Buckle’), Well, they are back on the 
road again, apparently in a full 


professional capacity. So, once 
again Terry's setting his sights high 
in every way. Hope he won't be too 
disilliusioned with the local country 
scene at present! 


@ Long time organiser at the Eden 
Valley CMC, Mick Lane is branching 
out, trying a new venue at the 
Leisure Centre, Hurst Green, Nr 
Oxted. I’m sure this is nothing to do 
with Mick losing his driving licence. 
The venue is a reasonable size and 
within any reach of both the A25/ 
M25. This could be another very 
good venue. As with the Eden 
Valley CMC, there is no bar, so you 
need to take your own drinks. It 
would be nice to see this club take 
off and we wish him well. 


@ Another fairly new venue is that 
of Woodchurch Village Hall, 
Woodchurch, where they are now 
booking live country bands once 
every couple of months. This month 
Blue Country appear. 


@ Acouple of New Year’s Eve gigs 
to look out for are the Double ‘B’ 
CNC at the Village Hall, Boughton, 


where American Brew plus Jeannie 
Sinclair and Spellbound appear and 
The Golden Eagle CMC at Archers 
Court Schoo! Hall, Whitefield, 
Dover, who feature Rooster Booster 
and Dave Keen. 


@ So, with the New Year upon us, 


let’s hope it’s a good one for all 
involved with country music. It starts 
right anyway, with another visit from 
Ricky Skaggs to brighten up our 
winter. | wonder when Steve 
Wariner will make the trip.| hear he 
is visiting Holland, so | hope he can 


make it across the Channel. 
@ Happy New Year to you all. You 


can reach me, Sean Doherty, as 


usual at 

‘Millstone’, 3 Woolage Green, 
Nr. Canterbury, Kent, CT4 6SF. 
Tel: (0304) 830627. 


SCOTS SCENE 


By Dave Hendry 


COLORADO REPEAT 


®@ Colorado hit back at their critics 
(and cynics) in the best way by 
taking BCMA’s ‘Best Band 1985’ 
award yet again. The group, by 
introducing former Cimarron 
drummer Alan Murphy and steel/ 
mandolin/accordionist Bryan 
Coghill, have recovered some of 
the magic, which has seen them 
rated in the top bracket for many 
years. 


TOKYO’S POWER 


@ Not the best of Scottish tours 
when Tokyo Matsu and Hamilton's 
Power met. Minute attendances at 
the Dundee and Aberdeen last 
month (I put it down to lack of 
advertising). Matsu’s final gig in 
Edinburgh's Tartan Club received 
more attention from local fans, who 
were quick to acknowledge her 
extraordinary musicianship. Local 


favourites Route 65 supplied 
support and it gets more difficult to 
see why this combo are not up tops 
with the best in Scotland. Perhaps 
getting away from the ‘local’ tag 
would be a bonus for them. 


@ Penicuick’s Penville CMC retain 
that ‘happy-go-lucky’ family 
atmosphere at the Navaar House 
Hotel venue, where some of the 
country’s finest acts have 
entertained. Although not getting 
the best of turnouts on regular 
terms, the committee have things 
well in hand for some time to come. 
On the other hand, at the same 
venue, it is fact that bluegrass 
shows are normally sellouts. 
Staged privately by Dave Logan, 
who recently engaged American set 
Whetstone Run and drew capacity 
audience, and gave full acclamation 
to Edinburgh based Runaway 
String Band, who I’m informed are 
something not to be missed if 
around your area. 


GRETNA’S LOVE 


@ Notso long ago, the odds were 
against Gretna proving a happy 
hunting ground for a country music 
club. Nowadays, the Border 


Badlands CMC has joined the elite 
of venues, thanks to the 
perseverance of Colin Gibson and 
the ever attending fans who give 
one hundred per cent support to the 
Lucky Horse Shoe venue. One of 
those to enjoy a full house last year 
was Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried, 
who gathered quotes, ‘one of the 
best we have had since opening’, 
which makes one wonder why Bob 
McKinlay does not reach the parts 
which others reach, namely the club 
circuit on the Eastern coastline 
where acts of this calibre are very 
much in demand. Having said that, | 
am informed that there are many 
more ‘toppers’ in line for 
appearance at the Border Badlands 
CMC. Watch out for ’em. 


@ Northern Scots combo 
Trans-Atlantic did themselves no 
favours by refusing to go on stage at 
Edinburgh’s Tucson CMC, due to 
delay in arrival of their lead singer, 
whom I'm informed, was held up by 
foul weather conditions. An 
impatient audience eventually saw 
local country singer Pete Nicoll fill 
the gap. Club prexy Jackie Blair 
expressed his annoyance in no 


mean manner. Now, the questionis, 
‘was it a case of the main cog 
missing, the machine won't drive’? 
On the credit side, the Tucson fans 
at least appreciated Pete via his 
survival act, so he may be more in 
demand in his own right. 


IN STUDIO 


@® Mackie Sutherland’s new 
cassette recording ‘Little Miss Blue 
Eyes’ is now available . . . Two old 
and two new is the menu from the 
Waltons, who have laid the tracks for 
their EP due out around 

now .. . Award winning Irishman 
Pat Derry infos there will be a new 
album due to co-incide with his 
March tour in Scotland . . . Anew 
release also from P T Christie 
comes on the Pronto label. The 
songs are both original, ‘D J And 
The Monkey’, self penned by Peter, 
while brother Ronnie supplies back 
up with ‘The Only Woman’. Next to 
come from the Ayrshire performer 
will be ‘How Great Thou Art’, backed 
with Ronnie Christie’s ‘Welcome To 
My Life’, a song which has great 
promise. 


COUNTRY CARING 


@ The never ending big 
heartedness of country fans left 
1985 on a high note when 
Broxburn's Silver Dollar CWC 
raised £840 donated to Gogarburn 
Day Centre . .. Three members of 
the Panhandler’s CWC at 
Portobello walked from Perth to 


their home town. In the process they. 


raised £200 for the Smiley 

Club . . . Finally Tucson CMC put 
their best foot forward with £225 for 
the St. Crispin’s School Swimming 
Fund. Congratulations one and all. 


@ A few years ago, Dumfries CWC 
came in for some stick via this 
column, but news comes through 
that a new venue is set to come into 
action at the town’s Hotel Embassy. 
Opening honours go to Gerry Ford 
& Gambler, Sunday 19 January. An 
excellent choice for the occasion 
and we wish this ‘new’ club 
success. 


@ To say thank you seems little 
return to many, many folk who sent 
get well wishes and blessings 
following my, still seemingly recent, 
road accident. However little it may 
sound, it does come with great 
sincerity from myself and my family 


bg may | wish you alla ‘Very Guid New 


Year’ and all the country prosperity 
it may bring. Happy New Year from 
myself and my very able 
contemporary Jackie Blair. 

Send all your news and views to 
Dave Hendry, 121 Marmion Road, 
Greenfaulds, Cumbernauld, 

G67 4AW._Tel: (02367) 35033. 


RECORDS FOR SALE 


Massive selection of Country. Weste 
Cajun. Hillbilly, Southern Rock. Te: 


Mex and Bluegrass albums. 
Send SAE/2 IRCs for list to 

M Wheeler. PO Box 528. London. 
NW1 6BW. 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB 
SAE to: 

Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 

3 Priory Bank Villas. Coldstream. 
Berwickshire TD12 4DZ. 

Tel: (0890) 2871 


WEST MIDLANDS 


By Jim Duncan 


@ WITH the ink barely dry on his 
BCMA Award (framed and on 
display on his goodie stall) 
Raymond Froggatt closed what 
had to be, arguably, one of the best 
shows in the area this year. Held at 
the Prince Of Wales Theatre, 
Cannock, it was sold out before the 
night. With three ofthe hottest 
names on the circuit, Bob 
McKinlay, Kenny Johnson and 
Froggatt, there was to be no 
headliner other than the three of 
them jamming with a Jim Reeves 
number as an encore. 

Highlights must be McKinlay’s 
encore of ‘How Great Thou Art’ and 
the magnificent guitar solo in 
Kenny’s set. Why don’t bands play 
instrumentals more often? 


SHADES OF GREEN 


By D K O' Boyle 


THE COUNTRY GREATS 
OF 1985 


@ |T seems popularity in country 
music is very much on the decline 
in Ireland, as audiences dwindle 
and record sales by national and 
international stars plummet to an 
all time low. When RTE Radio 2 
was launched back in 1979, it 
featured eight hours of ‘Keep It 
Country’ weekly, with concerts, 
popularity charts and annual 
awards. Last year the programme 
was transferred to Radio 1, 
reduced to one hour per week, with 


JOHNNY 
SPENCER 


@ JOHNNY Spencer, who still 
lives in Bristol where he was born, 
has spent most of his life singing 
and entertaining in one way or 
another. However, when times 
have been tough (quite often), he 
seems to have done many varied 
jobs to keep going, but has always 
returned to his music. 


@ Inthe early days, Johnny 
fronted his own band, but decided 
to go solo around 1978. One of the 
first songs he ever wrote was 
‘Prisoner’s Last Letter’ (aclever set 
of lyrics using the country 
standards’ titles to tell a story). 
When he performed this at the 
Wembley Talent Contest Finals in 


@ Went to the Odeon, 
Birmingham, to watch the Midland 
date of the Boxcar Willie tour. Two 
houses on a Monday evening, with 
a6 pm start for the first house was 
just too early for most Midland fans. 
Boxie was at his most loquacious, 
interspersing his folksy anecdotes 
with short clips of well known 
standards. | found his lead player’s 
habit of requesting applause for 
each item very annoying. Boxie’s 
act stands out well enough on its 
own without this kind of hype. Itwas 
alive music show, not a TV 
situation comedy. 


@ Fronting the show was Indigo 
Lady, playing their own home town, 
but a twenty minute slot was hardly 
a fair crack. | saw them the previous 
Friday atthe Apache Wells (the club 
on tour, waiting for their new home 
in the New Year), and they packed 
the room to capacity. Fun numbers, 
sexy slow ballads and very raunchy, 
beaty songs, wrung tremendous 
applause from this room where the 
westerners were in the minority. 


@ Change of scene at Madeley 
Court for the Tom Paxton Show. 
Paxton declined an interview, but 
he did cut his set short by forty 
minutes, which didn’t go down very 
well with either the promoters or the 
near full house. 


@ Folk clubs are strange places, 
even stranger when a country act 
gets booked into one. Bob Everhart, 
the man behind the festival in the 
Hills, Wheeling, Ohio (with a ticket 
sale this year of 40,000 all coming to 
hear American traditional songs 
and acoustic music), was booked 
into the Red Lion at Morfe. A small 
room, with a single mic and amp, 
which meant that Bob’s bass player 
came all the way from Ohio to Morfe 
to stand at the bar! | talked to Bob 
Everhart in the public bar (as 
country scribes weren’t welcome in 
the room). He said he had hada 
good tour, but felt that lack of 
exposure of his type of music was 
very limiting on the ‘sellability’ of his 
act. Shame, as the man is pure 


country (perhaps not as commercial 
as Skaggs, but he works with the 
same musos). 


@ Saw Jeannie Sinclair fronting 
Ned Porridge and Spellbound at the 
Penn Cottage, Wolverhampton 
CMC, (Sundays). | liked Ned with his 
easy style, coupled with a good 
band, but Jeannie was very 
predictable. With some very dated 
standards, stacked one on top of 
another, she didn’t light many fires 
that night. 


@ Derek O'Halloran is about to 
become mine host at his own 
boozer. Bet the juke box is the first 
all country one in the Midlands. 


@ Came across Barry Rutter 
starting a new career as lead 
vocalist with Hamilton’s Power, who 
are down to a four piece at present 
until they can recruit another vocals/ 
rhythm member. Barry is good, with 
a great taste in progressive music. It 
was the first time I’ve heard Buffet’s 
‘Let’s Get Drunk’ sung on stage 
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(cool man, way, way out)! Nice 
choice of D AC and Hank Jr's hits, 
mixed with some good, reworked 
classics. 


@ Tammy Jones was booked into 
Cannock with the only publicity 
being a five thousand issue of the 
council's ‘forthcoming events for the 
next three months’ leaflet. Must 
have missed all the country fans, as 
the advance ticket sales up to the 
eve of the show was fifteen! When 
will they ever learn? 


@ Similarly, Lash Lariat & The 
Longriders’ dates at 
Wolverhampton Poly and JB’s, 
Dudley, were an extremely well kept 
secret. When the Longriders, (from 
USA) played the Powerhouse, 
Birmingham, it was packed at £4.00 
a throw. There is a market for 
modem country. It’s loud, it’s noisy, 
it’s fun and it brings in a whole new 
bunch of people, if they know about 
it! 


@ Wolverhampton night club, 


OUND THE REGION 


Scruples, tries hard with country on 
the dead night of the week, 
Wednesdays. Will watch with 
interest. 


@ Remember that very pleasant 
outfit of a while back called Wild 
Silk from Leamington Spa? Well, | 
met Vikki Keyes, the lovely lady 
keyboard/vocalist at two venues 
just recently. | got the feeling that 
she was testing the water again? 


@ Dave Curtiss has picked up 
plenty of work since his recent lay 
off. Strange how a spell away 
allows a new act to develop and, 
noticeably, a chance to learn a lot 
of new songs. 


@ | would like to wish all the clubs 
and punters all the best for the New 
Year. Just one thing. When you go 
to see acountry band, take a friend, 
one who hasn't been before. It will 
work wonders for everybody. Write 
to Jim Duncan, 148 Warrensway, 
Woodside, Telford, TF7 5QF. 

Tel: (0952) 583672. 

Don’t get caught or killed! 
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the concerts, charts and awards 
axed. The Carling Country Festival 
from Cork, featuring Johnny Cash 
and the Ricky Skaggs concert in 
Dublin were a tremendous 
success. But, who were the Irish 
stars of 1985? 


TOP MALE VOCALIST 


@ It must go to that up-and- 
coming star Tony Stevens and his 
band who made the lower regions 
of the British charts for several 
weeks with his single ‘The Way 
Love's Supposed To Be’, issued by 
Ritz Records. The Cork born singer 
recorded a TV Special for RTE and 
has just completed his debut 
album, due for release soon. Tony 
was surprised and delighted with 
his success in the British charts and 
the welcome he has received on 
the UK country circuit. 


TOP FEMALE VOCALIST 


@ Born in Wales and now resident 
in Sligo, singer Sandy Kelly had her 
best year to date. The lass 
represented Ireland and won the 
European Gold Star Award, held in 
Belgium in July. She has enjoyed 


several hit singles and her new 
album was issued by CBS. Sandy 


also toured Norway and Sweden, 
as well as recording a TV Special for 
RTE with Big Tom as her guest 
artiste. For 1986, the singer and her 
band plan to explore the British 
market. 


TOP COUNTRY VOCAL ACT 


@ |t must be Foster & Allen, who 
collected five Platinum discs at a 
special function in Jury's Hotel in 
Dublin. The duo also collected a 
Gold Disc and twenty weeks in the 
British charts with ‘The Best Of 
Foster And Allen’. Mick and Tony 
are back from another tour of 
Australia and New Zealand, plus 
have issued a new video and a new 
album ‘After All These Years’ for the 
UK market. A busy touring schedule 
ahead for the boys during the rest of 
1986. 


TOP COUNTRY 
NEWCOMER 


@ To Ritz Records, new recording 
artiste Daniel O'Donnell and his 
Grassroots. Daniel, who happens to 
be a younger brother of country 
songstress Margo, appeared with 
his sister’s band before he decided 


to front his own group. Daniel and 
the Grassroots have toured with 
names such as Brendan Shine, Ray 
Lynam and Philomena Begley in 
concert. Now Ritz Records have 
issued his debut album ‘Two Sides 
of Daniel O'Donnell’, a four sided 
collection with seven country and 
seven Irish favourites included. A 
name sure to make it to the top. 


FAVOURITE SINGLE 1985 


@ This title must go to ‘The Veil Of 
White Lace’ recorded by Clare born 
singer Michael O’Brien. The single 
made all the national and local radio 
charts and boosted the singer’s 
career. His album ‘Cliff's Of Moher’ 
also had great sales. His latest 
album ‘One More Time’, includes 
most of his own self-composed 
songs. 


ALBUM OF THE YEAR 


@ Without much doubt it must be 
‘Simply Devine’ from Ray Lynam 
and Philomena Begley. It was the 
first non-American album to make 
the CMA’s British country music 
chart. Ray and Phil had great 
success with their concerts in 
Britain and throughout Ireland, plus 


enjoyed their own RTE Special from 
the ‘Opera House’ in Cork. Country 
music wise ‘Simply Devine’ revived 
great interest in the vocal talents of 
Ray and Philomena. 


HALL OF FAME AWARD 


@ Ataspecial function in 
Monaghan, singer Brian Coll 
celebrated his twenty-fifth 
anniversary in country music. The 
singer began his career with the 
Polka Dots, moved to the 
Plattermen and the Highwaymen, 
before he decided to front his own 
band The Buckaroos, back in the 
seventies country boom era. Brian 
has entertained at venues from 
Wembley to Nashville. Old friends 
such as Clipper Carlton, Melody 
Aces, Frankie McBride, Seamus 
McGee, Eileen King and a host of 
others, got together to wish the old 
timer the very best in the years 
ahead. 


@ Such were the country stars of 
1985. Let’s hope for a country 
revival in 1986. Slan go foill and 
Happy New Year to you all from 
Donal K O’Boyle, Bunbeg, Co. 
Donegal, Eire. 

Tel: 075 31176. 
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The British Songwriter who found 
‘grass’ not tulips in Amsterdam! 


1977, itnotonly helped him pick up 
an award, but encouraged him to 
go onwriting and brought about his 
first intro to Nashville when he 
signed it up with Mr Mort Music. It 
was recorded on a single by Bob 
Moore with another of his songs 
‘Losers And Fools’ on the flip side. 


@ Despite this start, recognition 
was hard to come by and royalties 
even harder! John had two or three 
songs signed and recorded in 
Nashville, but all he actually got out 
of the deal was a lesson in how 
tough it can be. He currently has an 
exclusive contract with Rita ” 
(Publishing) Ltd., for the hundred or 
so songs he has out at present. 


@ |twas about eight years ago that 
he first put any of his own songs out 
on record. The title of the album 
‘Trying To Matter’ said it all. It 
included half a dozen of his own 
songs and, since then, he has 
gained a still growing reputation as 
both a singer and songwriter, 


particularly as all his recent 
releases have been self penned. 


@ The song that is probably his 
most requested is ‘They Don’t Play 
Rock Of Ages On The Jukebox’, 
which has been a good success for 
Tony Best as well as Johnny 
Spencer. 


@ Inthe North East of England they 
took to his true ‘Hanging Of The 
Monkey’, coupled with the ‘Strike 
Song’, which got him a couple of TV 
spots. 


@ Regular ‘Round Up’ readers will 
recall that a few months ago, Johnny 
was playing in a bar in Europe when 
Willie Nelson turned up to watch him 
play, then joined him on stage for 
duets. Talking afterwards, Willie 
asked Johnny to send him some 
songs, which he did post-haste. 
Johnny hasn’t heard anything yet. 
He thinks maybe the mail box ate 
them! 


@ Johnny Spencer claims that his 
biggest influences were Tom T Hall 
(if you listen to his story songs you'll 
know why), Dick Feller and Kris 
Kristofferson, but nowadays he 
admits he buys very little country 
and seldom listens to any in case he 
is influenced too much. He sticks 
basically to light classical music. 


@ His current opinion of the British 
scene is that there are many superb 
British and Irish performers. ‘If the 
media would wake up and the 
artistes themselves woke up to 
singing original British material, 
there would be achance of doing for 
British country music in the States 
what the Beatles did for pop.’ 


@ John’s biggest thrill to date was 
getting the other British country 
musos to join him in the making of 
the ‘Save The Children’ single. ‘It 
shows what agreat bunch of people 
there are in British country music.’ 
(We were going to feature John and 
the record on the front cover of the 
Christmas ‘Round Up’, but 
unfortunately, the colour pictures 
failed to come out good enough). 


@ Finally, Johnny Spencer has 


“Bite: 


concluded that it’s much harder 
trying to make it as a songwriter 
than as an artists. ‘You have tolearn 
to live with so much more rejection. 
If an artiste is turned down by a 
record label etc., he can still go out 


‘ 
' 
t 


and work the clubs and other 
places. But if asongis turned down, 
it’s usually the end of the story’. Still, 
as John says, the songwriter in him 
struggles on in the hope that 


someday =: Mick Green. 
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REPORTS 
ON THE 


LOCAL SCENE 


@ THE live country music in and 
around the Bristol area is 
predominently found in the lounge 
bars of public houses with no cover 
charge, due to the lack of country 
music clubs in such a large city, 
with the exception of monthly 
concerts at Fry’s (Cadbury's) Club, 
Keynsham. Bristol itself has no 
regular paying country venue and, 
unfortunately, some of the music’s 
best known talents rarely, if ever, 
play Bristol itself. In saying this, 
there is virtually a circuit of pubs 
which specialise in country music 
on set nights, attracting good 
country music audiences. 


@ On Mondays, The Black Lion, 
Whitchurch (one of the longest 
running pub venues) always 


By Frank Power 


@ HERE we go into another year 
and who better to start with than the 
Clovis Country Band, long one of 
the best bands in Wales and now 
establishing themselves as one of 
the best outfits nationwide. Not 
frequent visitors to the OK CMC 
now, because of their itinerary, but 
all the more welcome, reflected by 
the attendance. Some material 
they hadn't performed here before, 
plus old favourites. ‘The Last Thing 
On My Mind’ came over very well 
and the end of the night came all 
too soon. 


BORDER COUNTIES 


Sheila Kenny 


@ HEREFORD promoter John 
Griffiths staged another of his 
charity shows this month, again for 
Leukaemia Research. Three acts 
were featured, again all local ones. 
A good start from Roger Wood, a 
Hereford based solo artiste, who 
seems to have astrong following in 
the area. With his nice, easy going 
style, he’s perhaps more suited to 
the dancers than the ‘serious 
listening’ fans. 


Local duo Calico, looking very 
smart and professional, soon had 
this crowd with them and | couldn’t 
really fault a set that included 
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attracts a full house, though 
somewhat noisy for those who 
would rather listen. The 
Wednesday country venue is the 
rustic (Haunted) Hambrook Inn, 
Hambrook, where a ‘no jeans’ 
policy stands and here you can 
enjoy a cabaret setting, but with 
reasonably priced bar and 
excellent restaurant.However, 
Thursday’s venue is rapidly 
proving the most successful 
evening for serious country music 
enthusiasts, where surprisingly, 
although there is no door charge, 
The Huntsman, Westerleigh Road, 
Downend, has an atmosphere 
more in line with a specialist club 
and concert setting. 


@ Fromm January, a regular 
Saturday night for country music will 
be settling down at the Happy 
Landing, Wells Road, Bristol. Solo 
artistes so far booked include Mike 
Ryder, Eddie Blackstone, Johnny 
Spencer and Kelvin Henderson, so 
this should be one worth checking 
out. 


ee ee ee 


@ Another good band, Stu Page & 
Remuda hit town. Stu and Steve 
shared leads, while Brian did a 
good job standing in on bass. 
Johnny on drums made up this 
talented foursome. Again self 
penned numbers, with the well 
known popular. My pick of the 
night, ‘Luchenbach Texas’ and a 
brilliant ‘Country Boy’, a la Albert 
Lee. 


@ Local band Ron Jones and 
Blackjack County slipped down 
from Merthyr, with a band 
combination | hope they can keep. 
Ron never fails to amaze me with 
his repertoire, which is an 
advantage when paying return 
visits to venues. Colin Mackie 
(lead), Paul (drums) and Chris 
(bass) all play well together. 
‘Healing Hands Of Time’ came 
over sweetly and smoothly. 


@ | saw Cheyenne at the OK CMC. 
| felt their vocals were a bit weak at 
times (a lack of harmony), but 
numbers such as ‘Sing Me Back 
Home’ and ‘He Stopped Loving Her 
Today’ were done particularly well 
and Steve, Chris, Stuart and Dave, 
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‘Ghost Riders’, ‘Apache’, ‘Blanket 
On The Ground’ and ‘Applejack’. It 
is easy to see why they are one of 
the area’s busiest acts. 


Texan, a young family band, were 
the final act of the show. In August! 
wrote they still had a lotto learn and 
they are learning very fast. They 
turned in two very good sets on the 
night, putting in a lot of hard work. 
I'm sure this nice, well disciplined 
band have a good future ahead of 
them. 


@ Latest news from Ewart Morgan 
and his committee in Tenbury Wells 
is that their festival is definitely on 
from 24-26 May 1986. The main 
show will be held in a marquee in 
the town. Parking, campers and 
caravanners will be well catered for. 
Alist of artistes appearing should be 
ready next month. 


@ Worcester’s End Of The Trail 
Club played host to the new 
Campbell’s Country this month for 
three great sets. The ‘house full’ 
signs were up yet again and | think 
this was a night that will be talked 
about for quite a long time. The 
Saddletramps and The Desperado 


@ Sunday nights you can find 
country music regularly at the Robin 
Hoods Retreat, Gloucester Road, 
where the atmosphere is 
tremendous, the audience 
response being as good as 
anywhere, especially as Mike and 
Jill (the venue hosts) encourage 
audience participation and boast a 
great country music juke box. It’s 
also Johnny Spencer's home from 
home. 


® Sundays also find regular 
country music close to the city’s 
Temple Meads Railway Station at 
the George and Railway. This 
venue features mainly bands, but 
with so few bands available in the 
close vicinity, this policy may 
change. 


@ Solo artistes regularly to be seen 
around the Bristol circuit include 
Cliff Whelan, Johnny Spencer, 
Kelvin Henderson, Alex Stevenson, 
Western Union, Lee J Hardy Duo, 
Shaun Michael, John Porter and 
Pete Mason. 


all from various bands, have nice 
material and a pleasant manner. 


@ A religious medley near the 
conclusion of Hank Hillman & The 
Hole In The Wall Gang’s visit sent 
the fans home highly delighted. 


Hank, whose wife is expecting a 
baby in March, went further with his 
audience participation when he 
sung a duet with the OK’s own 
Barbara Thompson. Hank's brother 
Alan complemented on bass, with 
Mike Jordan on drums. 


@ Ynysbw!l Rugby Club sent for 


Trio are two more acts to visit the 
club in recent weeks. 


@ Nashville Fever, on their first visit 
to Pershore’s CMC, made quite an 
impression on the crowd. Their fine 
show included some very good 
numbers of their own, giving the 
crowd a real good night, which will 
no doubt ensure their return. 


@ When Telford’s Saddietramps 
topped the bill at the Lingen CMC’s 
November show, backed by 
resident act Country Company, they 
got their usual reception. Playing 
standards mixed with one or two 
self-penned numbers, they did two 
very good sets. 

Country Company’s hard work, 
willingness to learn and improve 
shows, They have made 
tremendous progress in the past 
year, with some fine solos from 
Sandra, husband Clive providing a 
lot of good harmonies, both being 
backed by bass player Rob. ‘Seven 
Spanish Angels’ is now alittle bit 
special when done by Country 
Company. 

Gordon McKay, a solo artiste from 
Liverpool, provided a special guest 
spot, his ballads receiving a nice 
reception. 
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Dave Nash and the US Male. A 
great night, but a shame about the 
attendance here. The favourite 
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck 
and Ed Bruce numbers et all, made 
for a real country night. ‘Three Or 
Four Times’, ‘Country Green’ and 
‘Old Dogs And Children And Water 
Melon Wine’, beautifully done by 
this greatly under-estimated artiste, 


made my trip more than worthwhile. 


@ Dave Gibson (remember him as 
half of the Lonesome Duo?) can still 
be seen on the occasional Friday 
nights at the Custom House Hotel, 
Crighton St., Cardiff, where | caught 
him recently. He does a nice ‘Gypsy 
Woman’. 


@ Uptempo material, which didn’t 
thrill me a lot, but did not detract 
anything from a good band (and 
after all, we all have individual 
tastes), when Burnt Ash featured 
with Tokyo Matsu (backed by 
Hamilton’s Power) at Wormelow 
Park Hall. 

Also at this venue, Drew's Brew, and 
the lively fiddler Drew Taylor took 
me back to the Roxon Roadshow 
days of yore, when the bow 
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: @ Local duo Calico keep busy : 


@ Another Border Counties trio 
keeping busy are Delta Dawn from 
Shrewsbury. | saw them at Craven 
Arms recently, where they put on a 
very good show. 
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@ If you have any country music 
information in and around the Avon 
area fora mention in this column, 
pleas write or ‘phone 

Jim Silverthorn, 11 Fry’s Hill, 
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 4QJ. 
Tel: (0272) 671067. 
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swinging boyo informed us that ‘My 
Window Faces The South’. A smart 
five piece | hope | will have chance 
to see again. Also on the bill, the 
Original Country Roads, four in 
number, whose set delighted me as 
it contained ‘fresh’ numbers for 
these ‘ere parts. 


@ A trip to Swansea to see Brian 
Golbey and Pete Stanley, who | had 
not seen together since the Chapter 
Arts, Cardiff, show of 1980. ‘Duelling 
Banjos’, ‘Dallas Rag’ and ‘Some 
Day You'll Call My Name, But! 
Won't Answer’ all stood out. Brian, 
with his feet at thirty degrees, fiddled 
his heart out, while Pete dazzled 
with the guitar and banjo. Lovely 
club, lovely evening. Thanks to all 
involved. 


@ Nashville Fever gripped the Irish 
Club, Commercial Road, Newport, 
when Colin Ford and his gang made 
their first appearance there. They 
rounded up new boy Neil to replace 
George on bass, with regulars Roy 
and Kenny in attendance as usual. 
They got over their ‘Suburban 
Bourbon Blues’ (a self penned 
number by Colin) when they saw the 


@ Finally, | should just like to wish 
everybody a Prosperous New Year. 
Sheila Kenny ‘Sansheleam’, 
Bucknell, Salop. SY7 ODY. 

Tel: (0544) 267736. 


SUBSCRIBER? 


COUNTRY 


together with cheque/P.O. payable to: 


hall fill rapidly and turned in a first 
class perfomance, a real ‘Dixieland 
Delight’. The Norwich Nomads are 
certainly getting around these days. 


@ Later in the month, Red Eye 
Country Band brought in their own 
special brand of music. Mike, 
sporting a ’flu virus, nevertheless 
belted out instant happiness with ‘If 
You Don’t Love Me’. 


@ | hear Memphis Short might go 
out with Concord, the band who 
backed Carl Gibson for a while. 
Should make a great combination. 
Memphis appears (not with 
Concord) at the Wyedean CMC, 
Anchor Hotel, Tintern this month. 


@ Star Spot of the month, from his 
recent recording and live at the OK 
CMC, Malpas Unionist Club, 
Newport, Al Cody and his band 
Clovis, with the beautiful, gentle ‘A 
Walk On The Outside’. 


@ ‘Til next month then. 

Happy New Year from 

Frank Power, 1 Alma Road, Roath, 
Cardiff, CF2 5BD. 

Tel: Cardiff 492021. 
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can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about the 1st of every month. 


Annual Rates 
BRITISH ISLES .. . £10.00 
‘EUROPE... £11.50 


AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) . . . £14.00 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 


3S 


Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company, 


286/287 High Street, 
(Upper Precinct), 
Lincoln, LN2 1AL, England. 
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By Richard Dudgeon 


BIG IVAN MEMORIAL 
AWARD 


@ THE ‘Big lvan Memorial Award’, 
now regarded by many as one of 
the most prestigious local awards, 
this year went to Ireland’s 
‘sweetheart’ of country music 
Eileen King. 

Over the years, the Armagh singer 
has received many accolades, 
been voted favourite singer and 
presented with a plaque by BBC 
Radio as ‘Best Female Country 
Vocalist’. 

Said Eileen, ‘It is always an honour 
to be nominated for such an award, 
to receive it is something that | will 
treasure for the rest of my life.’ 
Artistes who appeared at the event 
this year were Country Code, 
Teamwork, Peter King, Gary 
Martin, Michael Gribben, Emerald, 
Joe E Hamilton & High Chapperal, 
Kid Wayne & The K.W.C. Band, 
Sheila Barry, John Greer, Gene 


: @ Inote Dick and Lillian Barton, the 


Fitzpatrick, Big O, Steven Ross, 
Eileen King & The Kingsmen and 
recent BCMA ‘Top Female 
Vocalist’ award winner Philomena 
Begley. . 
Comperes were Tony Elliott and 
Sean Wallace and, as the artistes 
gave their services free, the 
amount raised for charity this year 
totalled £1,200. 


Teamwork duo, have a new album 
out on the Hawk Record label. 
According to the studio it’s their best 
yet, so it’s obvious that a 
considerable amount of thought has 
gone into the backing tracks which 
involves some of the best session 
musicians in Ireland, plus the string 
section of the Ulster orchestra. 

The album includes such tracks as 
‘Morningtown Ride’, ‘Mr Peters’, 
‘Sunday Morning Christian’, ‘Misty 
Moonlight’ and the title track ‘Bitter 
With The Sweet’. There's a 
fantastic arrangement of ‘Shindig Ir 
The Barn’ amongst the twelve 
tracks. 

The album is produced by Shaun 
‘Mud’ Wallace, so if quality, 
production and choice of songs 
mean anything, this album could 
well be destined to be a winner. 


@ The Antrim and Ballymena towns 
plana ‘Newcomers Award Show’, in 
conjunction with Jon-Gar 
Promotions. The show’s scheduled 
to take place in Ballymena Town 
Hall on 29 January 1986. 

Among the artistes to appear are 
Eamon and Lee, the Gooch brothers 
from Letterkenny, Ann Gordon from 
Draperstown, Stewart McKenzie 
(an impressionist and funny man) 
from Lisburn and Jane McConnell, a 
fifteen year old lass from 
Castleblaney who won the youth 
award for 1985 on ‘Hometown 
Radio’. Then there's Birtie Boyd 
from Ballymena and Ronda Lynn 
from Cloughmills. 

Also making personal appearances 
on the show will be Paddy 
O'Flaherty (BBC Radio and TV), Kid 
Wayne & The KWC Band and John 
-(‘Keep It Country’) Greer. Judges 
for the show are ‘Big’ Dan of 
Hometown Radio, Mr Lyle 
McMullan, Editor of the ‘Ballymena 
Times’ and Hawk Records boss, 
Charley Tosh. 


@ Susan McCann claims she 
achieved one of her life long 
ambitions by recording an album of 
songs made famous by American 
country star Buck Owens. The 


recording is somewhat unique in 
that it is her first live recording. 
The collection of songs featured 
could be called country classics, 
‘Together Again’, ‘Act Naturally’, 
Crying Time’, ‘For Ever And Ever’ 
‘Second Fiddle’ and ‘It Takes 
People Like You To Make People 


: Like Me’, which Susan has 


dedicated to all the people who 
have helped her develop her 
successful career. So, the album 
should prove to be a big success 
with the fans, lan McGarry’s 
production bringing out Susan’s 


* best. 
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@ That's all for this month, see you 
next. Happy New Year to you all. 
Don't forget, the address for all your 
news on the country scene is 
Richard Dudgeon, 10 Kitchener 
Street, Belfast, BT12 6LE. 

: Tel: (0232) 240415. 


TYNE & WEAR 


By George Mills 


@ Sadly, as reported in last 
month’s column, the expected 
appearance of Raymond Froggatt 
and his band at the Gunfighter’s 
Club in Hebburn, did not take 
place, due to Ray being ordered to 
take a complete rest. However, at 
very short notice, the organisers 
were able to line up Stu Page & 
Remuda as a replacement and 
what a replacement they proved to 
be. They soon livened up the 
disappointed audience with a 
mixture of Hank Williams Jr. songs, 
plus some excellent original 
material, culminating in a fine 
performance of ‘American Trilogy’ 
much to the delight of the large 
contingency of ‘Confederates’ in 
the audience. 


@ | received the regular report 
from the Border CMC this month, 
but this time the ‘phone call was 
from Mr Trotter as Margaret was 


indisposed. Ireland’s Cotton Mill 
Boys were the guests and, as 
Margaret always books the best in 
country music for her club, a full 
house enjoyed a superb evening's 
entertainment. (Is the secret of a 
successful country music club only 
to hold shows monthly and 
therefore only booking the best)? 


@ Colorado 


@ Speaking of the best, BCMA 
award winners Colorado were 
recent guests of the Outlaw CMC, 
Lanchester, this month. | was 
unable to attend, but | look forward 
to seeing them on the Johnny 
Russell TV Special, due to be 
transmitted on BBC TV over the 
Holiday period. 


@ | caught a band last month that 
were new to me, the Diesel 
Cowboys, from Northumberland 
and the Borders area. | enjoyed 
their act and they are obviously firm 
favourites at this month’s featured 
club, the True Grit. 

The True Grit CMC, which now 
meets at the High Point Hotel, 


Whitley Bay, has its origins at the 
Saddledown CMC which met at the 
Ship Inn, Whitley Bay. When that 
club folded, some members formed 
anew committee, picked a new 
name and moved venues, first to the 
Victoria and finally to the High Point. 


The club is now run by an 
enthusiastic committee of nine men 
and women, including Ken Stewart, 
(Chairman), Norman Finlay 
(Treasurer) and Wendy Stewart 
(Secretary). 


@ Although the venue is small, 
holding about a hundred people, 
attendance is usually very good and 
the club benefits during the summer 
months from the influx of Scottish 
visitors to ‘Costa Del Whitley Bay’. 
The door cover charge, in line with 
most self-supporting clubs in this 
area, is £1.00. 


@ Aband that has been on the 
country music scene for a number of 
years, The Boothill Boys, paid visits 
to various regional venues during 
last month. At one venue, the 
audience was so small that the 
organisers gave the band the option 


not to play. However, they did play, ~ 
and it is a mark of their 

professionalism that they did not 

change their programme because of 

the size of the audience, but 

entertained those present very well. 

| really enjoyed: drummer Clive 

Johns’ rendition of Rodney 

Crowell’s ‘Song For The Life’. 


@ Itseems the song ‘High Plains 
Drifter’ will once again be heard in 
the pubs and clubs in this region as, 
contrary to my October report, those 
local heros High Plains Drifter once 
more take the country music road, 
the new front man being Pete 
Carlton. A fuller report in next 
month's issue, as well as reports on 
the various Holiday Season shows 
featuring Collier Dixon Line, Stone 
Creek, Buckskin etc. 


@ Best Wishes for 1986 to all 
bands, club organisers, supporters 
and friends in country music 
throughout the country. 

Don’t forget, news, views and 
comments to George J Mills, 

15 Coatsworth Court, Gateshead, 
Tyne & Wear, NE8 1QR. 

Tel: (091) 4781885. 


CLEVELAND/ DURHAM 


Keith Render 


@ UP and coming Vegas toured 
this area again recently. Their , 
show at Lingdale WMC showed 
them much improved on their 
earlier visit. With Stewart now 
sharing lead vocals with John, they 
seemed a much better balanced 
unit. The club itself, typical of so 
many WMCs that run country 
shows, lacks enthusiasm. Despite 
that, Vegas’ last spot was lively 
enough to send us home quite 
happy. 

Their show at Middlesbro Cycling 
Club proved very popular yet 
again, featuring several different 
numbers from the show at 
Lingdale. Their relaxed stage 
performance transmitted to the 
audience, making for a very 
enjoyable evening’s 
entertainment. 


BRB ARR 
QZEEBERES. 


@ Locally, Kelly’s Country and 

Dan Kelly have parted company, 
ex-Renegade bass player Jeannie 
Birkbeck filling in. 


@ Sonia Anne & Levi have had 
several line-up changes since | last 
saw them in April. This nightwas no 
exception, with Mike Larkins sitting 
in on drums and bassist of six 
months, Dave Thomlinson, 
working out notice. | understand 
Levi have now changed their name 
to State Express. 


@ Acancellation of a month long 
tour of Norway proved a big bonus 
for North East fans, a crash tour of 
the region being arranged for 
Hickory Lake. The number of top 
local bands who saw their 
performance at Guisboro Quoits 
Club was surely testimony.to the 
very high esteem in which they are 
now held by their fellow artistes. A 
relaxed, carefree presentation 
belies all the hard work and 
professionalism that goes into 
creating this image. The Gail Davies 
song ‘Buckets To The South’ by 


Lindsey, | thoughtexceptional, even : 


by their standards. 


The Quoits is an excellent club that | 
would recommend to anyone 
visiting Cleveland. No bingo, no 
raffles, just country music all night. 


@ Key West's latest visit to the 
Quoits showed they have finally lost 
the folky sound always associated 
with them. A racing start with 
drummer Mick Vicary keeping a 
tight rein on the band. Elegantly 
turned out, they performed with an 
assurance | had not seen before. 
They just lacked that touch of 
sparkle to really set the audience 
alight. If they could find that touch | 
would have no hesitation in tipping 
them for the top. ‘Bet Your Heart’ is 
their new cassette and if all the 
tracks are as good as the title song, 
it’s a winner for them. 


@ The Gibsons opened Redcar 
Albion's Saddletramps month with 
some fine three part harmony work. 
They were especially classy on 
Toby Beaus’ ‘Watching The World 
Go By’ and the Gatlins’ ‘Broken 
Lady’. A miserable night weather 
wise, itwas pleasing to see the room 
well full for the best Gibsons line-up 
yet, in my opinion. 


@ Another much improved 
performance at Lazenby’s Lazy ‘B’ 
Club from Smokey Mountain. The 
addition of extra lead vocalist Chris 
Meacher is a big plus for this five 
piece band. Nice three, four and five 
part harmonies in their opening 
programme. 


@ Dave Bryan, along with Pat & 
Roger Johns’ return visit after a 
lengthy absence, showed Dave’s 
voice as rich as ever. Very 
impressive on ‘Goodbye To Daddy’ 
and ‘Freightline Fever’. Both songs 
are on his current cassette, | believe. 


@ Scottish duo Jolene & Barry kept 
members happy at Loftus Cricket 
Club. Another monthly run club, it is 


: without doubt, the friendliest I've 


been to and is an exceptional 
listening venue. 


@ Pickerings Rydale CMC has 
suffered a drop in numbers since 
re-opening following last summer's 
recess. There are some good shows 
planned so why not renew your 
acquaintance with the club. 


Club and Longlands Social Club. | 
saw Keith brandishing a brand new 
guitar, but it was a typical West 
Virginia format, known to fans up 
and down the country. Good music, 
vocals, harmonies and near the 
knuckle humour. 


@ One of Britain's fastest rising 
outfits are four motley characters, 
whose stage garb resembles 
something from a TV western movie 
scene. Whorehouse Lucky Jim, 
Doctor Snakeriver Rufus Klein MD, 
Bradley Kincaid and a body that 
defies description, drummer Nathan 
Stinchcombe, are collectively 
known as Stone Creek. Superbly 
competent vocally and 
instrumentally, with a range of 
material to suit most tastes, ‘Ashes 
Of Love’, ‘Down In The Compatch’, 
‘Sutter's Mill’ and ‘Ghostriders’ to 
name but a few. The whole show 
was put over so well. Don’t let the 
dress or comedy routines fool you, 
these lads are good, very good. 
Nathan's hilarious antics and a 
natty line in head gear that even 
Princess Di would find hard to 
match, had some of the more 
traditional fans shaking their heads 
in disbelief. Such are Stone Creek. 


Love 'em or loathe ’em, you can’t 
deny the fact that these lads are so 
refreshingly different, but, above all 
highly entertaining and that’s what 
it’s all about up here. 


@ | missed the charity show at 
Whitby's Royal Hotel, with Bob 
Everhart, Nashville Cats and Tony 
Richards & Sally Ann providing the 
music, but | enjoyed the charity 
festival at Southport’s Ainsdale 
Beach, along with fifty fans from the 
area. Two acts | had not seen 
before (look out for them when they 
are in the region) Marie Lester 
(bubbling personality, great voice) 

& Hobo and the Sundown Irio. 
Both well worth seeing. 


@ Thanks to my informants for 
news of good shows at 
Dormanstown’s Fairway Hotel, 
with one man band Eric White. 
Bowburns Lazy ‘C’ Club enjoyed 
Campbell's Country. 


@ A healthy, prosperous and very 
enjoyable New Year to you all. 
News as usual to 

Keith Render, 21 Scanbeck Drive, 
Marske-by-Sea, Redcar, 

sx: Cleveland, TS11 7AU. 

=! Tel: Redcar 476509. 


setae 
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DEVON/CORNWALL 


John Autton 


@ WELL, | hope you all enjoy good 
seasonal holidays. My move toa 
new home in early December 
means you can imagine the chaos 
involved. For me the biggest 
problem has been the re-location 
of my ever increasing record 
collection and the re-organisation 
of my filing system, long dubbed in 
our house ‘The Idiot’s Guide To 
Cross Reference’. I’m sure that any 
avid record collector can identify 
with that problem. 

But, on to the first column for 1986, 
always the most difficult because of 
the early deadlines set by our 
publishers and having to get copies 
to newsagents before the Xmas 
holidays, to be available for day 
one. So, what | propose to do is 
reflect back on some events that 
led up to the closing stages of 
1985. 


@ The Double ‘H’ CMC, 
Dunchideock, just about Devon’s 
longest established country venue, 
has recently had members casting 


COUNTRY 


By Ann Carmody 


@ HERE’S wishing everyone all 
the best for 1986. Another year and 
lam sure many of you, like me, are 
wondering what 1986 holds for the 
British country music scene. Up 
here in the Highlands, several 
‘specials’ are already being 
planned for the summer months. 
Starting off the run of one day 
festivals is Keith CMC, with their 
date fixed for Sunday 6 July. Next 
comes Blair Atholl Country Club, 
making plans for Saturday 19 July. 
Dingwall Fire Brigade Club have 
Wednesday 23 July planned for 


NORTH WEST 


By Brian Ahern 


\ 


@ FIRST off, thanks to all who are 
involved in country music for 
making last year a good one. When 
success outweighs failure, then it’s 
got to be good. | am looking at the 
New Year with interest and hope it 
enables me to do my best to build 
on the past for a better future. 
Happy New Year to you all. 


@ TheHigh Lane CMC are piling in 
some really good shows of late, to 
capacity audiences too! | went 
along to see a Friday night 
bluegrass special starring 


* 


w 


their votes in order to find the most * augmented by a male piano/ 


popular acts to visit the club over 
the past twelve months. | gather 
there weren’ttoo many surprises to 
those involved. 


Voted ‘Best Band’ - The Duke Boys 
from Scotland; ‘Best Duo’ - Bob 
Newman & Carole Gordon; ‘Best 
Soloist’ - Tony Best; ‘Best Local 
Act’ - Ricky & The Ramrods. But, 
club organiser Simon Preece infos 
that voting was a very close run 
thing this year, so | would like to 
congratulate not only category 
winners, but those who just missed 
out on the honours, namely 
Nashville Fever, West Virginia, lona 
& Andy, Dave Sheriff & Nicki Clarke, 
Mel Hague, Keith Manifold, 
Stringband and Sarah Jory. An 
Awards Show takes place in 
February. (See next edition of 
C.M.R.U.). 


®@ Boxcar Willie delighted many 
thousands of his fans here in the 
South West with pre-Xmas shows 
at Bristol and Plymouth. On the 
show | saw, opening act Indigo Lady 
provided me with a pleasant 
surprise. By condensing their line- 
up from five girls to four, they have 
also tightened up musically, 


their annual Charity Concert/ 
Dance and, rounding off July 

(Sat 26-Sun 27), Inverness CWC 
plan to hold something special. 
There is also a strong possibility of 
a charity concert/dance being held 
in Tain around this time. This might 
be an ideal time for anyone 
planning to holiday in the area, as 
they would also be able to catch the 
regular club nights. 


@ Augustis left for us to recover 
from the July activities or to travel 
further afield. On Sunday 

7 September, Elgin Country Club 


7X will celebrate their tenth birthday 


with an afternoon concert and party 
in the evening. I’m sure there will 
also be several specials in 
Aberdeen during the year, 
although no definite dates are yet 
available. 


@ |’mhoping these events get the 
support they deserve. 


@ There was apacked house in the 
St Leonard’s Hotel when Ruby 

Rendall with Cimarron and Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos supplied the 


American band, Whetstone Run. 
This fine quartet of pickers and 
singers held the audience in 
raptures. The show was part of the 
band’s three month European tour 
and proved to be a real winner for 
the energetic High Lane 
organisers. Support for the evening 
came from locals the Tom Travis 
Band, who proved they have a 
large local following. 

The following evening, B.C.M.A. 
‘Band Of The Year’, Colorado, took 
the stage for the club’s seventh 
anniversary show. | couldn't get 
there (prior commitments), but | 
hear it was a good show. 

The ‘Renegade Picker’ Steve 
Young absolutely stormed a 
capacity crowd at the club the 
following night, with two hours of 
country orientated musical magic. 
As a Steve Young fan this show 
was a dream come true. Bob 
McKinlay and Charlie Teece 
compered, with cameo sets from 
Tony Grant, Terry Hadfield, Bobby 
Buck, Dave McQueen & Mark 
Wilkinson, Shaun Michaels and 
Steve (Rocky) Sagar. 
Congratulations to all at High Lane 
for seven splendid years. 


*% 


keyboard player, which has helped 
the group become a much more 
musically disciplined band. | would 
have liked to have seen more of 
Indigo Lady than the twenty minutes 
they were allowed. 


@ Everybody’s favourite hobo, 
Boxcar Willie was backed on this 
tour by Chuck Jennings & The 
Texas Trainmen. | well remember 
Boxie’s first ever solo tour of the UK 
and, of course, his subsequent 
successes and it is easy to see just 
why he is adored by the fans. Yes, 
the old hobo clothes are still there, 


entertainment. Ruby, on behalf of 
the Elgin Country Club presented 
Honorary President Ronnie Watt 
with an electric communicator. 
Ronnie who was a very active 
member of the Northern country 
music scene until a very bad motor 
accident some eighteen months 
ago left him badly disabled. It is 
good to see him being able to enjoy 
at least part of the club meetings 


@ Bidding farewell to the British 
country scene are the Cheating 
Hearts (formerly Prairie Moon). 
After sampling the luxury of playing 
a residency in Dubai, they felt they 
could not face up to the hassles of 
trying to make a living touring in 


Britian again. Most of their time in bid 


the future will be spent in 
Scandinavia, Europe and Dubai. 
They have asked me to convey their 
thanks to all those who helped them 
over the past few years. Their 
decision they assure me, has not 
been made lightly. |, for one, will 
certainly miss them. 


@ Anewsolo artiste came to my 
notice recently in the shape of Oban 
based Colin Grant-Adams. He’s 


@ From the established to the new. 
| visited the Northenden British 
Legion for their venture into country 
music shows (Saturdays). Dillinger, 
the booked band, attracted a full 
house (approximately 200) and 
lived up to their reputation as crowd 
pleasers. lan Burnes the compere 
conned me into helping out with the 
raffle and compering the second 
half of the show. The club is 
planning for a future in country 
music. 


: @ Duke Boys-Best Band at Double ‘H 


albeit smarter ones these days. Yes, b* ¢ ‘club circuit. |have long been a fan of * programme on Plymouth Sound 


the battered old guitar is still very 
evident, as, of course, is the train 
whistle. But, since those early 
reviews in C.M.R.U. the man has 
taken the time and trouble to 
research the likes and dislikes of 


like to be entertained and he most 


certainly did entertain this capacity 


audience. 


@ The Continental Divide CMC, 
Plymouth, report another great 
evening thanks to Little Ginny who, 
with her band, is at last making a 


welcome return tothe country music 


made a strong impression on 
audiences in this area with his very 
good voice and wide variety of 
material. 


@ Missed two major charity 
festivals in the North West, but it’s 
pleasing to report on good profits 
being made, so our congratulations 
to Bill and Kate Grimes for their 
efforts at Southport’s Floral Hall and 
North West Country Charities 
Committee (Pontin’s Ainsdale). 


® Birchfields CMC held their end of 
the year show with Buckskin and 
West Coast, but unfortunately the 
G.M.T. Club, Gorton, venue was not 
full for this all Lancashire country 
music event. Buckskin, however, 
now working as a four piece, 
produced their top form, with self 
penned material that is fast 
becoming a feature of their show. It 
stands up well against the popular 
American ‘outlaw’ material for 
which they are locally renowned. 


West Coast, who are also a four 
piece group now, have, it seems, 
found their inner peace as a semi- 
pro band after nearly reaching the 
dizzy heights as a pro outfit. They 
still offer fresh vibrant sounds . . . 


Having worked every show to date 
at Birchfields as compere, this one 


* 


Little Ginny’s, so it was no surprise 
for me to learn that she attracted a 
capacity crowd. Some fans had 
travelled down from Fry’s CMC, 
Bristol. The support act was Yorkie 
from Tavistock. Normally a duo, 


Di ¢ British audiences who, of course, b * Patsy & Roy King were helped out 


on this occasion by a friend and are 
highly acclaimed by ‘Divide’ 
organisers Isa and Angus Mclsaac. 
Isa and Angus would like us to thank 
everyone who supported their 
annual charity appeal, by way of 
filling a huge donation bottle with 
£202, which was turned over to the 
local ‘Lions’ on Howard Bowles’ 


@ lenjoyedvery muchademo tape 
from Country Dawn, a trio from the 
Glasgow area, so | look forward to 
catching their live performance. 


was perhaps the best received and 
when confederate flag draped 
organiser Les Craig passed around 
the collection plate for the ‘Children 
In Need Fund’, he took £31.00, 


@ Alan and Mavis Kitchen have 
rebuked me for not attending their 
club oflate. It’s nothing personal, but 
my role of North West contributor for 
C.M.R.U. has its problems. Every 
event | attend expects a good, 
lengthy write up, so it becomes 
increasingly difficult to cover 
everything, from a space point of 
view. My options . . . don’t go or edit 
my reports. It’s a cleft stick, with 
which all writers have to live. In fact, 
it will make an ideal subject for the 
Seminar at C.M.R.U.’s House Party 
at Ladbroke’s on Good Friday. 


@ When | did goto Alan and Mavis’ 
club at Hazel Grove, it was a 
smashing night out. New band to 
the area Out Of Hand hada good 
debut, which should have the 
region's bookers queuing. Their 
vigour and energy should lend more 
spice and flavour to the British 
‘outlaw’ scene. 


radio. 


@ The Hank Wangford Band made 
avery long awaited appearance at 
Exeter’s Barnfield Theatre and what 
a truly memorable occasion that 
was. | don’t propose to get involved 
in any arguments as to what is 
country and what is not, because 
that's all been tried before without 
ever reaching any satisfactory 
conclusion. Hank and his band take 
country images to its extreme, but 
they are a highly visual and very 
entertaining act to watch live, at the 
same time recreating, very 
faithfully, songs that they have 
recorded in the past and indeed 
from their current album ‘Rodeo 
Radio’. The only minus factor, as far 
as | was concerned, was the 
appalling PA system (hired for this 
show). The band did their very best 
to overcome problems during the 
first half hour of an otherwise 
excellent performance. 


@ That's it for another month. 
News and information as always to 
John Autton, c/o DevonAir Radio 
35/37 St David's Hill, Exeter, 

EX4 4DA, or to my home address 
18 Alpha Street, Heavitree, Exeter, 
EX1 2SP. 


@ Irish songstress Ann Breen and 
her band have again been 
delighting Highland audiences. 
Ann's version of ‘Amazing Grace’ is 
really something to be heard. 


@ Can! finally say thank you to 
folks | met whilst spending a week 
South of the Border recently, 


news, views and comments to 
Ann Carmody, 56 Kilmuir Road, 
Inverness. 

Tel: (0463) 221268. 


@ Country music’s favourite hobo, 
Boxcar Willie, headlined a show at 
the Davenport Theatre, Stockport. 
Theatre owner Jack Edge is never 
slow at booking top names from all 
musical quarters into his privately 
owned establishment. Show 
openers Indigo Lady tell me they 
have had good recent success, 
playing the European US military 
bases. Boxie’s band bore a strong 
resemblance to Chuck Jennings 
and the Travellers from Texas, 
which is not surprising as the 
nucleus came from the 
aforementioned band. Boxcar was 
Boxcar, as always, but an extra 
bonus came when the band’s bass 
player Vern Stovall was brought to 
centre stage to sing ‘Long Black 
Limousine’, which earned its 
encore. After the show the whole 
cast gathered in the theatre foyer to 
thank the full house audience for 
attending. 


® Well, that’s it for this time. Send 
all news etc. to, Brian Ahern, 

11 Vildale Avenue, Offerton, 
Stockport, SK2 5SQ. 

Tel: (061) 483 9532. 


COUNTRY MUSI 


ANGLIA REPORT 


By Joe Allen 


@ BOXCAR Willie's debut in 
Northampton found him playing to 
sell-out audiences (according to 
the box office) at the Derngate 
Centre, with support from the 
Birmingham based group Indigo 
Lady. Although there were long 
queues waiting for autographs 
after the show, some fans 
complained to me that there was 
too much talk and not enough 
music in Boxcar’s act (similar to his 
last Wembley performance). But, 
those | spoke to who hadn't seen 
him before thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. 


@ The Cabaret Club, Newmarket, 
has been holding country music 
shows for the past three years with 
great success. This venue, which 
caters for all tastes in music and 
food, can hold some four hundred 
fans. Hickory Lake are visiting on 26 
January. ~ 


@ The North Reps Village Hall still 
meets monthly on the last Friday, 
with live country acts. However, on 
New Year's Eve, watch out for local 
band, Southern Breeze. 

The Norfolk College Of Arts & 
Technology in King’s Lynn, now 
hold country evenings monthly, 
bringing some great bands to the 
area. This month sees The 
Yellowstone Picnic Band and 
Johnny Marks, For further info, 
‘phone (0553) 765105. 


SOUTHERN STYLE 


By Ernie Sears 


@ MY Godalming, Surrey, co- 
correspondent, Shirley Lawrence, 
writes in to rave about the 
Raymond Froggatt show at 
Aldershot’s Princess hall in 
October, which pulled a virtually full 
house. Also on the bill were not 
only the Yellowstone Picnic Band, 
but Kelvin Henderson and a lady by 
the name of Rose Marie, whose act 
Shirley mostly missed ’cos she was 
in the bar tallking to Froggie! Talk 
about battle of the sexes! 
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@ Hickory Lake 


@ Smith & Wesson from 
Northampton feature Tony and Mick 
Trent (vocals/bass), Colin Kelley 
(lead guitar) and Reg Stratton 
(drums). They tell us they have had 
an excellent year and are well 
booked up in 1986. If you get a 
chance, pick up their latest cassette 
from any of their gigs. Called 
‘Messrs Country Hobo’, | feel it’s 
well worth adding to your collection. 


@ Banbury based Silver 
Promotions announced its signing 
of a yet unknown Scottish lass, Karri 
O'Donnell. She won the contract 
after being auditioned with forty 


Shirl says Froggie gets better and 
better, whilst ‘laidback’ Henderson 
is sheer entertainment with that 
great voice and guitar. Yellowstone 
Picnic Band received the 
accolades for their sheer 
professionalism and unique style. 
Two ex-pop, but now country 
names in the audience were 
Clodagh Rodgers of the lovely long 
slim legs and Joe Brown the 
‘cockney cowboy’. (Don’t know 
about his legs)! 


@ Near Shirley’s home ranch at 
Elstead, Nr. Godalming, there’s the 
Weyburn CMC and the popular 
Harpers Ferry filled the bill with a 
strangely poorly attended evening 
of first class country. Current dates 
at the Weyburn can be obtained 
from Guildford 503866. 


SEoeeee 


@ Conversely, well known local 
and hospital radio presenter/ 
country DJ Robin West, pulled a big 
crowd over at the Haslemere Hall. 
Robin was joined by his Dad on 
harmonica, along with his son Alan 
and daughter Patricia (family talent 
at its best, we hear). 


other acts. Previously Karri had 
been a bluecoat at Pontins. She will 
be appearing at this year’s Oxford 
Country Music Festival in May. 


@ Radio Oxford’s ‘202 Country’ 
returns on a Thursday evening 
between 6 pm and 7 pm, after an 
absence of more than a year. It will 
again be hosted by Stuart Cameron. 


That's it for this month, folks. Happy 
New Year to you all. Any info, as 
usual, please to Joe Allen, 

385 Shelley Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants, NN8 3EW. 

Tel: (0933) 677352. 


@ The Kings Arms, Godalming, 
books solos and duos. Tony 
Campbell of Campbell & Reid fame 
displayed his considerable talents 
there. A ‘new to me’ duo Leather & 
Lace also featured there, 
impressing Shirl. The place is fairly 
new to country and needs support. 
Godalming 21545 is the number to 
ring for bookings. 


@ Another useful screed was borne 
to the ‘Sears Desk’ in the hot hands 
of Mike Peters, who generously 
carries me about to venues when | 
get the time offto go. The lad and his 
lovely wife Valerie (still a real 
‘mover’ on the dance floor) were 
knocked out by a Wildwood South 
CMC appearance of the Showboat 
Country Band and took the trouble 
to record it all for this column. They 
also reported an excellent crowd at 
the Wildwood South’s Millbrook 
School venue, with extra seats for 
extra bottoms out in the passage. 
Showboat are a six piece from 
Leighton Buzzard, featuring two 
vocalists Ralph and Lyndsey, 
together with Paul Dunaway 
(drums), Jess Turner (bass), lvan 
Williams (rhythm) and Geoff 
Jackson (lead). They were all very 


Still some spare dates, 


NORTH EAST 


By Eve Morris 


@ HAPPY New Year! Looks like 
being a good one, if only because 
someone has at last herded Collier 
Dixon Line into a studio to record a 
cassette. Have no infomation on 
the content of this long awaited 
event, 'cept that Jeannie Dee was 
invited to feature on one of the 
tracks. 

A few quick words during her 
appearance at the Harrogate 
Football Club confirmed her brisk 
work schedule. April sees 
Jeannie’s trio in Holland for a ten 
day tour with Dick Damron and also 
an appearance on the national 
KRO radio station. 


@ ‘Areeba Underlay’ (or 
whatever), meant that Flaco 
Jiminez and the Rocking Tex-Mex 
Band had arrived at the Marquis of 
Granby, Nr. Sheffield, in the 
beautiful Peak District. A hot night 
for sure, with the masterly talents of 
Flaco on accordion, escaped 
bandito Oscar (keyboards), Tony 
(bajo sexto) and the imported 


presentable with four costume 
changes and the acquired 
professionalism of three years 
together shows. 


Don’t forget the Club’s Anniversary 
Dance on 18 January at the 
Southampton Guildhall. Always a 
real draw, with the top prize winning 
bands for 1985. 

@ From a bit further ‘up country’ 
comes a massive screed from the 
White Horse CMC, Burbage Village 
Hall, Nr Marlborough, Wiltshire, 
from one Wyn Pyle. This club has 
been running for years (| made it up 
there back in my more outgoing 
days). It meets the second Friday in 
each month, with a regular 
attendance of around two to three 
hundred, which must be OK, helped 
I'm sure by the fact that all entrance 
fees include a ploughman's supper. 
The club’s guest bands etc perform 
in a concert style setting. Their top 
solo for 1985 was Wesley Parker, 
with Denver Spur taking the ‘Top 
Band’ trophy. 

To cater for the dancers, the club 
holds three dances a year and also 
runs (a nice gesture this) an 
afternoon for the old folks, prior to 
the evening concert, when the 
bands or other artistes oblige - 


DON'T BE VAGUE BOOK _ 


ME seu 


Concert, Cabaret, 


Festival, Dance. 
ee 
NQUIRIES DIREC 
e 37 WROOT ROAD 
FINNINGLEY 
DONCASTER DNS 30S 


TEL: (0302) 771287 


English contingent of Dave, Bob 
and Mark (bass, drums and 
percussion). The most requested 
number of the tour was ‘Squeeze 
Box Man’, a blinder, which, after 
twenty minutes of ‘La-Bambaing’ 
left me exhausted 


Flaco invited show organiser Matt 
Ditchburn on stage for a couple of 
numbers before bringing the 
evening and final night of the tour to 
aclose. (Did you see Flaco featured 
on the BBC2 arts programme 
‘Arena’)? His next visit to the UK will 
be in August for the Cambridge Folk 
Festival, possibly accompanied by 
Ry Cooder. 


@ Thanks to Ann and Mike Easton 
of York CMC for their recent letter 
telling me I’d missed good shows 
from Johnny Spencer and Dave 
Bryan with Pat and Roger Johns, 
who | gather, despite a now 
resolved heating hiccup, didn’t want 
to go home. They have a return visit 
in May from Raymond Froggatt and, 


Their Christmas Show had Tony 
Best (Honorary Club President) and 
Campbell's Country. January sees 
Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried with 
Keith Manifold. Looking forward, 
February brings Scotland’s Duke 
Boys and the Jeannie Dee Trio. | 
recall my own visit there quite some 
time ago, when | presented the ‘Top 
Band’ prize and stole akiss from the 
lovely Carole Gordon. Many thanks 
to Wyn for the info, keep it coming. If 
I'm able to accept your kind 
invitation, | will. 


Not far from Burbage, on the 
outskirts of Oxford, the West Way 
CMC holds forth at Witney on 
Sundays, where Campbell’s 
Country, Hobo, Ted & Tina and The 
Axeman Brothers, with Rio and 
Buckboard entertain in January. My 
thanks to Jim Eagles and wife Betty 
for their homework. Hope to see you 
soon, since Sunday night is now my 
only regular night off. 


@ | must also try to take a Sunday 
trip up to the Welcome Inn, 
Petersfield, where the Chichester 
CMC meets. I’m sure Tony Bleach 
will let me in. 


@ Since this paper will be out 
before Christmas (if | recall past 


despite much prodding, a surprise 
for April. Details are not yet 
finalised. 


@ Leeds Bluegrass Club gets a star 
and a house point for their March 
booking of the most famous of all flat 
pickers Dan Crarey. 


@ Arecent club night at the Grove 
Inn, Leeds, now with a new and very 
hospitable landlord, saw 
performances from the Chevin 
Ramblers, Sound In Mind and the 
Tom Travis Emsemble, with a cast 
of thousands for the finale. 


@ News that the Free Mexican 
Airforce have hit acloud, but hope to 
be flying again in 

January .. . hearing rave reports of 
the latest Peter Rowan album, a 
tribute to Bill Monroe . .. Dave 
Crocker, ex Chris Moreton’s Cat’s 
Cradle Band, has joined Redcar’s 
Country Grass following his move to 
the North. 


@ Outwood Comerades Club, 
Wakefield, has changed its name 
after refurbishment to Damars Club 
and is featuring country on a regular 
basis . . . The refurbished Crag 
Lodge, Wormold Green, twixt 
Harrogate and Ripon has country 
every Wednesday, with recent 
appearances there by Stone Creek, 
Jon Derek and the Mick Conlin 
Band. 


@ Short month, short column. Don’t 
forget,you make the news, so write 
or ‘phone, 

Eve Morris, 18 Powell Street, 
Harrogate, HG1 4BY 

Tel: (0423) 58081. 


years), I'll remind you it’s Georgia at 
the St. George’s Hall, Whyke, 
Chichester (31 December) 

. .. Local Chichester ‘charity lady’ 
Bette Lillywhite is still pulling ‘em in 
for her fund raising events ‘country 
style’. She features Georgia for a 
dance at the Village Hall, Yapton, 
on 1t January, in aid of St Richard’s 
Hospital (a laser unit this time). 


@ Spice, Eastbound, The 
Champions, Pete Henry, Tulsa 
Time, Keith Manifold etc, apparently 
all brought added lustre to the 
Chichester CMC’s name, as they've 
gained praise in the club’s last 
newsletter via lan Grimes (last 
November issue). Sorry deadlines 
don’t co-incide lan. 


@ There you go then. It’s the last 
date for posting to catch the regional 
deadline for this issue of C.M.R.U., 
so|'llwrap up. Once again, hoping | 
can catch your event sometime. I'd 
better wear a ‘press’ badge so you 
can recognise me. Mine's a tonic 
and lime. Cheers for now. Happy 
New Year. 


Ernie Sears, 14 Victoria Road, 
Netley Abbey, Hants. 
Tel: (0703) 452498. 


CONTACT 
KEITH : 
SHEPHERD 
061-973 6380 


PONDOROSA CWC (Fridays) 
Pine Mine, Stowmarket, Suffolk 


3 Sundown; 10 TBA; 17 No Club; 

24 Keith Manifold plus Eddie Lee & His 
Country Friends; 31 Western Rodeo 
Band 


THE HOTEL EUROPA 


The Avenue, Lincoln 
Sat 28th Dec 1985 
8 pm - midnight 


Shag Connors & 


his Carrot Crunchers 


Plus Full Support 
(0522) 41546. 


TUCSON CMC (Mondays) 
The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 


6 Nebraska; 13 Skin & Bone; 
20 Wildwood Country: 27 Gambler 


PALOMINO CMC (Thursdays) 
Ye Olde Cherry Tree, High Street, 
Southgate N14. 


2 Stewart Brothers & First Chapter: 
9 Tony Collins & Bakersfield: 

16 Campbell’s Country: 

23 West Virginia; 30 Rio 


(0843) 821440 or 


(0304) 830627 


4-PIECE COUNTRY BAND 
AVAILABLE WITH 


WK wk 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC (Saturdays) 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush, Southampton. 


4 TBA; 11 Pete Pope & Sundown: 

25 Hobo; 

18 - 17th Anniversary Dance at 
Southampton Guildhall - Clovis Country 
Band, Stewart Brothers & First Chapter 
and Rio 


WHEE KK 


7-11 CMC (Sundays) 
Travellers Rest, Kenton Road, 
Kenton, Middlesex. 


5 Hickory Lake; 12 Campbell's Country; 
19 George Moody & Country Squires: 
26 Station Break 


EL PASO CITY CMC (Mondays) 
The Bluebell, Station Road, 
North Wingfield, Nr. Chestrfield. 


6 Mel Hague: 13 Les Close: 
20 Second Anniversary Show-Artiste of 
the Year Award: 27 John Aston 


FEMALE VOCALIST OR CABARET 


VILLAGE HALL (Monthly) 
Blair Atholl. 


24 Appaloosa 
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BRAMLEY SOCIAL CLUB (Thursdays) 


Cross Street, Bramley, 
Nr. Rotherham. 


2Mick Conlin Band; 9 Clint’s Collection; 


16 Spill The Beans; 23 Stone Creek; 
r 30 Chisum 


ABERDEEN CWC (Tuesdays) 

The Hotel Metro, 17 Market Street, 
Aberdeen. 

7 Gerry Ford & Gambler; 

14 Ruby Rendall & Cimarron; 

21 Country Expression & Country Jays; 
28 Country Edition 


LAZYACRE CMC (Fortnightly) 
SHA Hospital Social Club, 


“Racecourse Lane, Shrewsbury 


13 The Raymond Froggatt Band, 
Jim Ryder, Tony Best; 27 Hillsiders, 
Andy Morris, Tony Best 


CADES COUNTY CMC 
(Fridays) 

Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, 
Nr. Worksop, Notts. 


3 lona & Andy plus Sarah Jory; 10.Dave 
Bryan Trio; 17 Gordon Lemondine Trio; 
24 Chuck Layburn Band 


PROSPECT CMC (Fortnightly-Friday) 
Prospect Hotel, Harrogate. 


Club closed until 
31 Clint’s Collection 


BRADFORD CMC (Fortnightly) 
Buttershaw Lane WMC, Buttershaw 
Lane, Wibsey, Bradford, Yorkshire. 


8 Stu Page & Remuda; 22 Tony Andrews 
& Raincheck 


HIGH PEAK CMC (Monthly-Friday) 
Railway Hotel, Bridge Street, 
Buxton, Derbyshire. 


24 Stroller plus Vince Layne 


CLIFFSONS CMC (Weekly) 
The Railway Club, Bradley Road, 
Wrexham, North Wales. 


6 Jeff's Talent Night; 13 Johnny 
Richards; 20 Country Company: 

27 Ricky Dennis. Resident host Jeff 
Cliffson at all shows. 


- ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
(Mondays) 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, South-Yorkshire. 


6 Dillinger; 13 Cliff Whelan; 
20 Apple County; 27 Springfield ’ 


YORK CMC (Thursdays) 
York City Arms Sports Club, 
Fawcett Street, York: 


2 Spill The Beans; 9 Boothill Boys; 


16 Keith Manifold; 23 Hurricane Ridge: 


30 Keith Shepherd Trio 


TUMBLING SHACK CMC 
(Approx every six weeks) 
Greenfield WMC, Dunsville, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire. 


No Show for January. 


BORDER BADLANDS COUNTRY CLUB 
(Monthly-First Sunday) : 
Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green. — 


5 Randy Blue & Deep Water 


cot: See 
Keg = 


INVERNESS CWC (Tuesdays) 
Pharaohs, Ice Rink, Inverness. 


7 Maggie & Tennessee Express; 

14 Jolene & Barry plus Sterling Silver; 
21 Appaloosa; 28 Stetson and Ally 
Thompson 


GOLDEN WEST CMC (Sundays) 
Carpenters Arms, Fenton, 
Nr Lincoln: 


~§ Pete Martin Trio:12 Stone Creek: 


19 BC & Lainey; 26 Country Tandem 


IPSWICH CWC (Wednesdays) 
c/o Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, Ipswich. 


8 Art Williams & Family Band: 
15 Knoxville County; 22 Harpers Ferry: 
29 Rose A 


THE WELCOME CMC (Sundays) 
Greyhound Hotel, East Lancs. Road, 
Leigh, Lancs. 


5 lona & Andy with Sarah Jory; 


12 Marie Lester & Hobo; 19 Desperado; 
26 Armadillo 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP - JANUARY 1986 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (Sundays) 
Reform Club, Napier Street, 
Hazel Grove, Stockport. 


5 Randy Blue & Deep Water: 


42 Nashville Fever: 18 Hickory Lake 


with special American quest Rusty 
Adams (Koko the Country Clown) at Mirr 
Lees Social Club, Bramhall: 

19 Collier Dixon Line; 26 West Virginia 
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JEFF CLIFFSON 


One of Wales’ top Country 
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HIGH LANE CMC (Saturdays) _ 
High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton F .ad, High Lane, Stockport. 


4 Stu Page & Remuda; 11 Stu Stevens 
with a five piece band; 18 Hickory Lake 
with special American guest Rusty 
Adams (Koko the Country Clown), Mirr 
Lees Social Club, Bramhall; 

25 Roger Humphries Band 


HUREKKK 


HARROW CMC (Thursdays) 
‘Morritts’, Adj. Wealdstone FC, 
Station Road, Harrow, Middlesex 


2 Firewater; 9 Hickory Lake: 
16 Pinkerton's Colours; 23 Campbell's 
Country; 30 Big Wheels 


CON’S COUNTRY (Saturdays) 
Conservative Club, Kings Road, 
Immingham, South Humberside. 


1John Aston; 4 The Shack Band; 
11 Kevin Duffy Band; 18 Cliff Whelan 
plus Rocky Top Duo; 25 Pete Jones 


COLCHESTER CMC 
(Monthly-1st & 3rd Thursday) 
Woods Leisure Centre, Colchester. 


2 Southern Breeze; 16 Vegas 


THE END OF THE TRAIL CMC 
(Alternate Saturdays) 

Bransford Lodge, Bransford, 

Nr. Worcester. 

11 (Award Show) Al Cody & Clovis 
Country; 25 Don Leather & Cindy plus 
Shaun Michael 


estern singers 
(0978) 821998 


No venue 
too large or small 


Distance no object 
- “Fully pro. 


HULL CMC (Fridays) 
‘Olivers’, 2 Norfolk Street, 
Beverley Road,Hull. 


3 West Virginia; 10 Gordon Lemondine 
& Rhinestone; 17 Cliff Whelan; 
24 Hurricane Ridge; 31 Gordie West 


BLUE & GOLD CMC (Sundays) 
Doncaster Rugby League Social 
Club, Bentley Road, Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire. 


5 Carson Trucking Co: 12 Dick Edwards 
Duo: 19 Apple County: 26 Boothill Boys 


THE LONGRIDERS CMC 
(Monthly-Saturday) 

Featherby Sports Club. 
Featherby Road. Gillingham. Kent 


4 Dave Lord & Country Gold 


BORDER CMC (Monthly) 
Black & Gold Social Club.-Shielfield 
Park, Tweedmouth, Berwick 


14 West Virginia 


FOR 
EVERYONE 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music — is available 
for club sales. 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don't you find 
out details and let your members 
have the latest news fast every 
month? 


For details of 
special club rates 


< 
(0522) 41546 


KEEP COUNTRY 
MUSIC ALIVE 


Help us, help those 
who help themselves, 
and please support 
our Advertisers. 


Www 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Sundays) 
Penn Cottage. Lloyd Hill. 
Stourbridge Road. Penn, 

_ Wolverhampton 


5 Steelwater Gang: 12 Desperado: 
19 Nashville Fever: 26 Roger 
Humphries & his Band: 


16 (Thursday)-Special Show-Raymond 


Froggatt & his Band 
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MERLEY, Nr WIMBORNE, DORSET 


el 


GHT REFUELLING Cc 


Sponsored By Counstsy Bas 
/f you're visiting our area, why not spend an 


evening with us. Tel (0258) 54258 
TOP SHOWS MONTHLY 
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